
        
      Skip to main content
    
    
      
    

            
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        

                        
                            
                            An official website of the United States government
                            

                            Here’s how you know

                        

                        
                            Here’s how you know
                        
                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    Official websites use .gov
A
                                    .gov website belongs to an official government
                                    organization in the United States.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    Secure .gov websites use HTTPS
A
                                    lock (
                                    
                                        






Locked padlock icon
                                        
                                     ) or https:// means you’ve safely connected to
                                  the .gov website. Share sensitive information only on official,
                                  secure websites.
                                
                            
                        
                    
                
            

            
        
    
    
        
            Menu

            
                
                    
                        
                    
                    Agricultural Marketing Service

                    U.S. Department of Agriculture

                
            

        


        

        
            

                
                    
                

                
                
                                            


  
  
          	

        
                  
            Home
          
        
      
	

                  
            Market News 
          
        
                    
  
          	
        
          Market News 
        
      
	

        
                  
            Cotton and Tobacco
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Dairy
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Livestock, Poultry, and Grain
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Specialty Crops
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Local & Regional Food Marketing
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Organic
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Retail
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Run a Custom Report
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Contacts
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Search Market News
          
        
      



  
        
      
	

                  
            Rules & Regulations
          
        
                    
  
          	
        
          Rules & Regulations
        
      
	

        
                  
            BE Disclosure
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Cotton and Tobacco
          
        
      
	

        
                  
             Country of Origin Labeling (COOL)
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Dairy Forward Contracting
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Fair and Competitive Markets
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Federal Seed Act
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Food Quality Protection Act
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Food Security Act
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Hemp
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Mandatory Market Reporting
          
        
      
	

        
                  
             Marketing Orders & Agreements
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Seed Liaison
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Organic Regulations
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Packers and Stockyards Act
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act (PACA)
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Pesticide Record Keeping
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Plant Variety Protection Act
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Proposed Rules
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Research & Promotion Programs
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Section 8e & Imports
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Shell Egg Surveillance
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            US Grain Standards Act
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Rulemaking
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Warehouse Act
          
        
      



  
        
      
	

                  
            Grades & Standards
          
        
                    
  
          	
        
          Grades & Standards
        
      
	

        
                  
            Beef
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Cotton
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Dairy Products
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Eggs
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Fish & Seafood
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Flowers & Plants
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Fruits
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Goat
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Grain
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Lamb
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Nuts
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Pork
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Organic
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Poultry
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Rabbits
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Rice and Pulses
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Vegetables
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Specialty Products
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Tobacco
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Wool & Mohair
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Institutional Meat Purchase Specifications
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Commercial Item Descriptions
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Certified Meat and Poultry Programs
          
        
      



  
        
      
	

                  
            Services
          
        
                    
  
          	
        
          Services
        
      
	

        
                  
            Auditing & Accreditation
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Commodity and Inventory Marketing
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Enforcement Activity
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Food Purchasing
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Grading & Inspections
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Remote Beef Grading
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Grain, Rice, Pulse Services
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            USDA Farmers Market
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Grants & Opportunities
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Import/Export Certificates
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Laboratory Testing & Approvals
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Local Food Research and Development
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Market & Facility Design
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Market Research & Analysis
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Organic Certification & Accreditation
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Packers & Stockyards
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Plant Variety Protection
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Pesticide Data Program
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Regional Food Business Centers
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Seed Regulations and Testing
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Transportation Research & Analysis
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Warehouse Services
          
        
      



  
        
      
	

                  
            Resources
          
        
                    
  
          	
        
          Resources
        
      
	

        
                  
            Data
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Forms
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Interactive Resources
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Publications
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Reports & Presentations
          
        
      



  
        
      
	

                  
            Commodity Procurement
          
        
                    
  
          	
        
          Commodity Procurement
        
      
	

        
                  
            Selling Food to USDA
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            International Commodity Requirements
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            How the Process Works
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Bulk Commodities
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Packaged Commodities
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Become a USDA Foods Vendor
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Pilot Project: Unprocessed Fruits & Vegetables
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Purchase Programs: Solicitations & Awards
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Product Specifications & Requirements
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Service Contracting, Transportation and Port Requirements
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Web-Based Supply Chain Management (WBSCM)
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Small Business Opportunities
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Contact Commodity Procurement
          
        
      
	

        
                  
            Annual Industry Meeting
          
        
      



  
        
      



  



  
    
      


  
      
    
      Search      (optional)
      
          

  





      



  







      

  


  



                    
                                            


  
    	
      
        About AMS
      
    
	
      
        News & Announcements
      
    
	
      
        Contact Us
      
    


  







                    
                    
            

        

        

    
        Local Food Research and Development




    


    
        
            
  
    
          
        Breadcrumb

        	
                                            Home
                                    
	
                                            Services
                                    
	Local Food Research and Development


    

  


        

    











            
            
  
    

  
  
          	
        
          Local Food Research and Development
        

        
      
	
        
          Regional Food Business Centers
        

        
      
	
        
          Local and Regional Food Systems Research and Publications
        

        
      
	
        
          Local Food Directories
        

        
      
	
        
          Food Facility Design
        

        
      
	
        
          Grant Maps
        

        
      
	
        
          From the Ground Up Newsletter 
        

        
      
	
        
          Grants and Opportunities
        

        
      


      
  




  



        
    
    
            
  
    
      

  
      


  
  

    
    
             


The Local and Regional Foods Division (LRFD) works to improve market access for producers and develop new markets through its three main roles as a researcher, a convener, and a technical assistance provider. In the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) vision, local food producers, markets, and communities have easy access to ideas, innovations, and research in order to grow and sustain a productive business. This information ensures that opportunities for U.S. food producers are readily available and communities are equipped to successfully grow and sell regionally produced foods, while also supporting increased access to locally produced foods.


The USDA Local and Regional Food Systems Resource Guide (pdf) offers a comprehensive summary of USDA programs that support local and regional food systems.


Researcher and Data Provider


LRFD’s goal is to explore common challenges that local and regional food system stakeholders face by providing research and data that supports market access and transparency. As a researcher, LRFD works with USDA agencies and external partners to explore challenges and opportunities related to market access and development in the local and regional food system community.


Technical Assistance Provider


As a technical assistance provider, LRFD works to share learnings from research, USDA Regional Food Business Centers, and grant recipients with all interested stakeholders, including grant recipients, farmers market managers, producers, and academia.


Convener


As a convener, LRFD seeks to provide access to the most relevant and up-to-date information available on local and regional food systems. The team acts as a central node for networks to collaborate across the local and regional food system sector. LRFD offers a platform to unify and amplify the work being done at the local and regional levels.
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Transportation and Marketing Programs

Local & Regional Foods Division

1400 Independence Ave., SW

Room 1529-S, Stop 0264

Washington, DC 20250-0264


Christina Conell, Director

christina.conell@usda.gov

202-657-8647


Lilian Brislen, Deputy Director

lilian.brislen@usda.gov

202-843-3438
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