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Toolkit Background 

ÅCreated through the USDA Urban 
Agriculture Working Group (UAWG) 

ÅAgencies and offices from across the 
Department including the Forest 
Service, Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, Farm Service 
Agency, and the National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture 

ÅIncludes information on funding 
opportunities, technical assistance, 
and informational resources from 
federal, state, and local partners 



Eight Topic Areas 

ÅBusiness Planning 

ÅLand Access 

ÅSoil Quality 

ÅWater Access/Use 

ÅCapital and Financing 

Å Infrastructure 

ÅMarket Development 

ÅProduction Strategies   
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Accessing Land, Capital, and Financing 
¦{5!Ωǎ Farm Service Agency provides a variety 
of loan programs to support farm ownership and 
operation, including microloans of up to $50,000. 
Loans are available to both urban and rural 
producers. 

 

¦{5!Ωǎ Farm Service Agency (FSA) also delivers 
commodity, credit, conservation, disaster, and 
emergency assistance programs that help improve 
the stability and strength of the agricultural 
economy.  

 

This includes Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) which provides financial assistance 
to producers of noninsurable crops when low yields, 
loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to 
natural disasters  

For more information: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-
and-services/farm-loan-programs/index  
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Soil Quality 
¦{5!Ωǎ Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has compiled a set of 
resources on its Urban Soils webpage. The site includes surveys, links and 
guides including the Urban Soil Primer, an introduction to urban soils for 
homeowners and renters, local planning boards, property managers, 
students, and educators.  
 

Cooperative Extension Service staff provide practical and research-based 
information in communities of all sizes. Depending on where you are located, 
an Extension agent may be available to provide technical  assistance on soil 
and other issues as you develop your urban farm. 

Most Extension offices offer free or low-cost soil testing services to farmers, 
gardeners, and landowners. 
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Infrastructure 
wǳǊŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ Business and 
Industry Loan Guarantee Program 
can support the purchase of land, 
equipment and buildings by 
nonprofits, for-profit businesses, or 
individuals. This program places a 
priority on projects related to local 
food systems, and loan guarantees 
for local food projects can be made in 
urban areas as well as rural areas.  
 

ÅFor more information: 
http:// www.rd.usda.gov/programs-
services/business-industry-loan-guarantees  

 

Urban and Community Forestry Program (UCF) provides financial, technical, and 
educational assistance to cities, suburbs, and towns to support urban tree planting and 
management, including urban orchard and urban agroforestry projects. Assistance is 
delivered to communities through state forestry agency partners For More Information: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/ucf/  
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Infrastructure  
wǳǊŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ Rural Energy for American 
Program (REAP) Grants supports on-farm 
sustainable energy projects, including purchasing, 
installing and constructing renewable energy 
systems, making energy efficiency improvements, 
and participating in energy audits. 

 

There are three types of assistance: (1) Grants of 
20,000 or less (2) Unrestricted grants [Up to 
$500,000] and (3) Loan guarantees. The application 
deadline for the grants is May 2, 2016.  

 

Å For more information: http:// www.rd.usda.gov/programs-
services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-
systems-energy-efficiency  

 

¦{5!Ω Ŏŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ōǊƛŎƪ-and-mortar construction, 
through its Farmers Market Promotion Program (FMPP) and Local Food Promotion 
Program (LFPP). See slides 3 and 4 for more information. 
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Production Strategies  
Å¦{5!Ωǎ Agricultural Research Service has developed Virtual Grower software version 3.0. 

Virtual Grower can help greenhouse growers determine heating costs, identify potential heat 
cost savings through different greenhouse designs, predict crop growth, assist in scheduling, 
make real-time predictions of energy use, and see the impact of supplemental lighting on 
plant growth and development. For more information: 
http:// www.ars.usda.gov/services/software/download.htm?softwareid=309  

Å¦{5!Ωǎ Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides conservation planning and 
technical assistance in consultation with farmers. NRCS works with farmers to develop a 
schedule for implementation of conservation practices to solve a variety of natural resource 
concerns. For more information: 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/technical/cta/?cid=stel
prdb1049425  
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