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RFSP 

What is RFSP offering?  
RFSP funds partnerships that connect public and private resources to plan, develop, and strengthen the local or regional 
food economy. 

Who is eligible? 
A partnership is an agreement between one or more eligible entities and one or more eligible partners. Only eligible 
partnerships may apply to RFSP. 

Eligible Entities (must include at least one): Eligible Partners (must include at least one): 

 Producer 
 Farmer or Rancher Cooperative 
 Producer Network or Association 
 Majority-Controlled Producer-Based Business 

Venture 
 Food Council 
 Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) 

Network or Association 
 Local Governments 
 Nonprofit Corporations 
 Public Benefit Corporations 
 Economic Development Corporations 
 Regional Farmers Market Authority 
 Tribal Governments 

 State Agencies or Regional 
Authorities 

 Philanthropic Corporations 
 Private Corporations 
 Institutions of Higher Education (IHE) 
 Commercial, Federal or Farm Credit 

System Lending Institutions 

What activities can RFSP fund?  
RFSP offers funding for two types of projects:  

Project Type Duration (Months) Minimum Award Maximum Award 

Planning and Design 24 $100,000 $250,000 
Implementation and Expansion 36 $250,000 $1,000,000 

Planning and Design Projects: Support the early stages of developing or strengthening local or regional food systems 
($100,000 – $250,000). 
 Bringing together partners to define the regional food system, share opportunities and challenges, and develop 

engaged approaches to address challenges and improve connection across the regional food system. 
 Creating and conducting feasibility studies and data-driven implementation plans that achieve measurable goals 

for the partnership’s work in developing the regional food system. 
 Connecting food value chain entities with partners and funders to engage in activities that strengthen the 

regional food system. 
 Research on specific market, mid-tier value chain, or infrastructure investments (including studies analyzing the 

capital needs or gaps of the regional food system) to help prioritize next steps at the local, regional, state, or 
tribal government level. 

 Researching and developing metrics to measure and evaluate the partnership’s early development work and 
establish performance benchmarks for achieving partnership goals. 

Implementation and Expansion Projects: Build on existing efforts to enhance or expand the food system ($250,000 – 
$1,000,000). 
 Creating value chains where producers, manufacturers, buyers, and other related actors form collaborative, 

transparent partnerships share a commitment to operational values and social mission goals.  



 Developing processes for ongoing engagement with the community and businesses to provide a forum for ideas, 
concerns, and updates across the regional food system.  

 Helping food system enterprises find resources, providing technical assistance to partners and stakeholders, and 
applying for programs and resources that align with regional food system efforts, including other LAMP 
programs or capital investments. 

 Analyzing capital needs and gaps and identifying resources to support the regional food system. 

Cost Sharing  
This funding opportunity requires cost share funds from non-Federal sources in the form of cash contributions equal to 
25% of the amount of Federal funds being requested.  

 Cost sharing must be in the form of allowable direct or indirect costs and align with the project goals 
and purposes. 

 You cannot use program income (funds generated from the proposed program) as cost sharing. 
 Cash contributions are generally defined as an actual cash contribution (not the ‘value’ of someone’s 

time/effort) from the applicant’s general revenue/reserves/savings/line of credit, or 3rd-party 
partner(s), or other non-Federal grants. 

 Cost share contributions cannot be used for RFSP if they are already being used toward satisfying a 
cost share requirement under any other Federal grant agreement to which the applicant is a party. 

If an applicant decides not to request indirect costs in the full amount they are allowed, the applicant can offer that 
portion as an in-kind contribution. This would not be considered as part of the required 25% cash contribution. 

Subawards  
The applicant may use sub-awarding and/or sub-contracting methods with eligible partners via its partnership 
agreement to complete the proposed project. The applicant may not use the grant to create its own smaller grant 
program (mini-grant programs) to competitively “re-grant” RFSP funds, or for activities that are not central to the 
purpose of the project, or for unknown costs. 

The recipient may use its cost share funds to offer mini-grants if so desired, as long as they further the project’s 
purposes and comply with Federal cost share requirements at 2 CFR § 200.306. 

Priority Consideration 
AMS will prioritize applications that: 

 Leverage significant non-Federal financial and technical resources and coordinate with other local, 
State, Tribal, or national efforts. Any cost share above and beyond the requirement may lend support 
to the application. 

 Cover an area that includes distressed low-income rural or urban communities with areas of 
persistent poverty that provide significant opportunities for high impact investment, as 
demonstrated by a “distressed “or “at-risk” score on the Distressed Communities Index (DCI) 
developed by the Economic Innovation Group. 

 Have multiple entities and partners, including a diversity of entity and partner types. 

Applicants are not required to meet these priorities to be eligible to apply or receive grant funds. AMS will review 
and apply priority consideration, based on applicant narrative responses, during its administrative review process. 
AMS may prioritize partnerships or regions which have not received awards in the recent past. 

 
Contact Us and Learn More!  
Please email: IPPGrants@usda.gov for questions related to the Regional Food System Partnership Program 

Visit the AMS LAMP Grant Toolkits & Application Support Page for more technical assistance resources. 

For additional examples of funded grant projects, visit Seeds of Success or RFSP Funded Awards. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
Photo Credit: USDA 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-D/section-200.306
https://eig.org/distressed-communities/2022-dci-interactive-map/
mailto:IPPGrants@usda.gov
https://www.ams.usda.gov/content/ams-lamp-grant-toolkits-application-support-page
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9b2acce5605942b68eddc1ac8b22c168
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/rfsp/awards
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