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AMS Declaration of Carcass Evaluation
Evaluation Requirement for the EU HQB Quota: 

The carcass from which beef cuts are derived shall be evaluated by an evaluator employed by the national government who bases the evaluation, and a resulting classification of the carcass, on a method approved by the national government.  The national government evaluation method, and its classifications, must evaluate expected carcass quality using a combination of carcass maturity and palatability traits of the beef cuts.  Such an evaluation method of the carcass shall include, but not be limited to, an evaluation of the maturity characteristics of color and texture of the longissimus dorsi muscle and bone and cartilage ossification, as well as an evaluation of expected palatability traits including a combination of the discrete specifications of intramuscular fat and firmness of the longissimus dorsi muscle.

Instructions: Slaughter Facility
Provide this document to the AMS, Livestock, Poultry, and Seed Program, Quality Assessment Division employee for verification of carcass evaluation under the European Union (EU) High Quality Beef (HQB) quota.  Provide the lot number, head count, and producer name or identification number (NHTC-approval number) for all lots submitted for evaluation.  
Instructions: QA Division employee conducting the carcass evaluation
Complete the date of the evaluation, the USDA Grader's name, and the USDA Grader's signature indicating that the carcasses have been evaluated in accordance with requirements of the EU HQB quota.

USDA Verification Statement:
Carcasses from the lot(s) below have been evaluated by a USDA, Agricultural Marketing Service, Livestock, Poultry and Seed Program, Quality Assessment Division employee based on the Official United States Standards for Grades of Carcass Beef.  
	Date of Evaluation
	
	
	
	

	Lot Number
	
	
	
	

	Head Count
	
	
	
	

	Producer Name or Identification number
	
	
	
	

	USDA Grader's Name
	
	
	
	

	USDA Grader's Signature
	
	
	
	


Once completed and signed by the USDA Grader, a copy of the record must be submitted to the QA Division via e-mail to EV.Export@ams.usda.gov.
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program (not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer."  (Updated July 18, 2005)
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