
1 Photo Credit:  Port of Wilmington, Delaware   

The Port of Wilmington moved more than 40,000 metric tons of agricultural export cargo in 2015. 
Approximately 86 percent of these cargoes were moved in containers. Vegetables, grocery items, and 
mandarin oranges accounted for 60 percent of the port’s agricultural exports.  The top shipping lines 
were Dole Ocean, Great White Fleet, Seatrade Group NV, and Bermuda International, which together 
moved almost all of the port’s agricultural export cargo.  The top destination markets for these 
products were mostly in Central and South America—Costa Rica, Morocco, Bermuda, and Honduras.  

Exports

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through Wilmington, DE, 2015

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

The Port of Wilmington is located on the eastern seaboard at the confluence of the Delaware 
and Christina Rivers, 65 miles from the Atlantic Ocean. Annually, the port handles about 400 
vessels and total cargo tonnage of more than 6 million tons. Approximately a third is moved in 

containers, followed by 31 percent dry bulk cargo, and 29 percent liquid bulk cargo. Wilmington ranks 
sixth in the Nation for agricultural import cargo.  
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U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through Wilmington, DE, 2015

Commodities Metric Tons Share U.S. Share

Vegetables  10,532 26% 1%

Grocery items  8,151 20% 0%

Mandarin oranges  5,597 14% 44%

Meat  4,112 10% 0%

Non-alcoholic beverages  2,900 7% 0%

Fruit  2,291 6% 0%

Poultry  1,344 3% 0%

Animal feed  1,048 3% 0%

Bananas  802 2% 4%

Dairy products  799 2% 0%

Other  3,036 7%  

Total 40,613 100% 0.03%

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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U.S. Containerized Waterborne Agricultural Exports  
Through Wilmington, DE, 2015

Commodities Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share

Vegetables  10,496  1,120 30% 30%

Grocery items  8,109  1,108 23% 23%

Meat  4,112  668 12% 12%

Non-alcoholic beverages  2,900  266 8% 8%

Fruit  2,291  236 7% 7%

Poultry  1,344  136 4% 4%

Animal feed  1,029  95 3% 3%

Bananas  791  78 2% 2%

Dairy products  761  76 2% 2%

Frozen fish  425  46 1% 1%

Other  2,571  257 7% 7%

Total 34,830 4,086 100% 0.1%
Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS) 
*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)
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Top Destination Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports  
Through Wilmington, DE, 2015

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Top Shipping Lines Moving U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports  
Through Wilmington, DE, 2015

Shipping Lines Metric Tons Share

Dole Ocean Liner Express  15,671 39%

Great White Fleet (Us) Ltd  13,864 34%

Seatrade Group N V   5,598 14%

Bermuda Intl Shpg Ltd  5,407 13%

Other  73 0%

Total  40,613 100%

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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The Port of Wilmington, DE, moved nearly 2.1 million metric tons of agricultural import cargo in 2015. 
About 77 percent of the cargo was moved by containers. The top agricultural imports  were bananas, 
pineapple, and other fruit products.  Dole Ocean Liner Express and Great White Fleet Ltd. were 
the largest shipping lines. The top origin countries were in Central or South America—Costa Rica, 
Honduras, and Guatemala.  

Imports

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through Wilmington, DE, 2015

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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U.S. Containerized Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through Wilmington, DE, 2015

Commodities Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share

Bananas  1,277,181  129,486 79% 31%

Pineapple  192,553  20,168 12% 24%

Fruit  50,203  5,125 3% 3%

Vegetables  42,945  4,216 3% 3%

Candy, confections  8,077  796 1% 1%

Other  38,915  3,919 2%

Total  1,609,873  163,709 100% 5%

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS) 
*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through Wilmington, DE, 2015

Commodities Metric Tons Share U.S. Share

Bananas  1,277,181 61% 24%

Pineapple  192,553 9% 18%

Fruit  165,545 8% 7%

Wine  162,761 8% 5%

Citrus fruit juices  81,848 4% 18%

Other  216,520 10%

Total  2,096,407 100% 5%

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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Top Origin Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports  
Through Wilmington, DE, 2015

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Top Shipping Lines Moving U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports  
Through Wilmington, DE, 2015

Shipping Lines Metric Tons Share

 Dole Ocean Liner Express  883,054 42%

 Great White Fleet  687,771 33%

 Trans Global   126,145 6%

 Korea Line Corp.   46,500 2%

 Agencia Maritima Martin  38,566 2%

 Other  314,371 15%

 Total  2,096,407 100%

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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