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Savannah, GA
Export/Import Profile

Photo Credit:  Georgia Ports Authority,  
photo by Stephen Morton

The Port of Savannah is located on the U.S. Eastern Seaboard just up the Savannah River from the 
Atlantic Ocean.  It is operated by the Georgia Ports Authority.  The Port of Savannah is the 4th 
largest container port in the United States, handling more than 2.9 million 20-foot-equivalent 

units of containers during 2011, an increase of 13 percent over the past 5 years. 

Savannah’s top export commodities include wood pulp, paper and paperboard, food, and clay.  The 
port’s top import commodities include furniture, retail consumer goods, machinery, appliances, and 
electronics.  Despite its East Coast location, Savannah’s top trade lane for both export and import 
cargo is northeast Asia.  

In 2011, the Port of Savannah ranked 16th in the Nation for total waterborne agricultural exports and 
6th for containerized waterborne agricultural exports.  The port exported just over 2 million metric 
tons of agricultural products in 2011, nearly all of it in containers.  The top commodities exported 
were poultry, cotton, and animal feed.  The Port of Savannah moved 32 percent of the total U.S. 
waterborne poultry exports in 2011.  The top destination markets were Hong Kong, China, and Korea, 
and the major shipping lines moving these products were Maersk, CMA-CGM, and Hapag Lloyd.
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Commodities Metric Tons Share U.S. Share
Poultry 943,261      46% 32%
Raw cotton 238,174      12% 16%
Animal feed 130,318      6% 1%
Grocery items 112,074      5% 3%
Bulbs and seeds 90,067         4% 18%
Grain products, cereal, flour 61,745         3% 0%
Bitters, brandy, cognac 38,768         2% 16%
Dextrose, glucose 37,870         2% 16%
Meat 37,131         2% 2%
Edible nuts 32,968         2% 3%
Other 344,557      17%
Total 2,066,933  100% 1%

Top 10 U.S Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through Savannah, 
GA, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Commodities Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share
Poultry 938,651      76,806       47% 41%
Raw cotton 238,154      23,461       12% 16%
Animal feed 128,136      10,409       6% 2%
Grocery items 111,716      11,577       6% 4%
Bulbs and seeds 90,067         7,630          4% 19%
Grain products, cereal, flour 53,899         4,611          3% 3%
Bitters, brandy, cognac 38,658         2,757          2% 25%
Dextrose, glucose 37,870         1,614          2% 41%
Meat 37,114         2,923          2% 2%
Edible nuts 32,943         3,254          2% 3%
Other 307,152      26,368       15%
Total 2,014,360  171,408    100% 6%

*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

Top 10 U.S. Containerized Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through 
Savannah, GA, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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Top 10 Destination Countries for U.S. Waterborne 
Agricultural Exports Through Savannah, GA, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Shipping Lines Metric Tons Share
Maersk 448,978                 22%
CMA-CGM 164,394                 8%
Hapag Lloyd Line 156,341                 8%
Zim 148,999                 7%
Hanjin Shipping 137,086                 7%
Mediterranean Shipping 134,706                 7%
NYK Line 131,977                 6%
Evergreen Line 128,843                 6%
OOCL 101,251                 5%
Yang Ming 62,819                   3%
Other 451,538                 22%
Total 2,066,933             100%

Top Shipping Lines Moving U.S. Waterborne 
Agricultural Exports Through Savannah, GA, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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In 2011, the Port of Savannah ranked third in the nation for total U.S. waterborne agricultural imports 
and 11th for containerized waterborne agricultural imports.  The port imported more than 2.4 million 
metric tons of agricultural products in 2011, approximately 37 percent of which were moved in 
containers.  The top agricultural imports were sugar, palm oil, and beer.  The port imported 27 percent 
of U.S. waterborne imports of palm oil and 34 percent of palm kernel oil in 2011.  The top origin 
markets were Panama, Malaysia, and Brazil.  The top shipping lines moving commodities to Savannah 
were Navesco SA, Maersk, and Cargill International.  
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U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through 
Savannah, GA, 2011
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Commodities Metric Tons Share U.S. Share
Sugar 1,270,949  52% 31%
Palm oil 141,207      6% 27%
Beer, ale 128,612      5% 7%
Non-alcoholic beverages 84,228        3% 3%
Palm kernel oil 73,523        3% 34%
Wine 59,470        2% 3%
Onions, shallots 48,734        2% 39%
Shrimp, prawns 48,366        2% 7%
Coffee 43,461        2% 3%
Coconut oil 40,471        2% 7%
Other 527,973      21%
Total 2,466,994 100% 6%

Top 10 U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through 
Savannah, GA, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Commodities Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share
Beer, ale 128,612                11,515     14% 7%
Non-alcoholic beverages 74,140                  4,470       8% 3%
Wine 59,426                  5,306       6% 3%
Onions, shallots 48,734                  3,640       5% 40%
Shrimp, prawns 48,366                  5,170       5% 7%
Canned pineapples 38,663                  2,430       4% 10%
Frozen fish 37,980                  3,413       4% 4%
Vegetables 32,640                  2,974       4% 2%
Canned fruit 30,235                  2,630       3% 9%
Tea 26,332                  2,438       3% 16%
Other 390,350                33,616     43%
Total 915,479               77,602    100% 3%

*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

Top 10 U.S. Containerized Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through 
Savannah, GA, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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Top 10 Origin Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural 
Imports Through Savannah, GA, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Shipping Lines Metric Tons Share
Navesco 734,914              30%
Maersk 136,121              6%
Cargill International 125,201              5%
Hapag Lloyd Line 122,348              5%
Mediterranean Shipping 116,622              5%
CSC Sugar LLC 113,507              5%
NYK Line 105,699              4%
E D & F Man Shipping Ltd 104,872              4%
Dowa Line America Co Ltd 103,464              4%
APL 97,355                 4%
Other 706,892              29%
Total 2,466,994          100%
Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Top 10 Shipping Lines Used to Move U.S. 
Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through 

Savannah, GA, 2011




