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New York, NY
Export/Import Profile
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The Port of New York/New Jersey is located in the northern region of the U.S. East Coast.  New 
York/New Jersey is the largest port (by volume) on the East Coast and handles about a fifth 
of U.S. agricultural imports annually.  The port has six container terminals; over 90 percent of 

agricultural traffic through the port is containerized.  In 2011, total container volume at the port 
increased 4 percent over the previous year to 5.5 million 20-ft-equivalent units.  Total cargo tonnage 
increased 5 percent in the same period to more than 86 million metric tons.  New York/New Jersey 
specializes in handling beverage imports, both alcoholic and non-alcoholic.  

The Port of New York/New Jersey moved more than 1.4 million metric tons of agricultural export 
cargo in 2011, about 95 percent of it in containers.  The commodity with the largest volume was 
soybeans, representing 18 percent of the port’s agricultural exports.  The top shipping lines were 
Mediterranean Shipping Co. and CMA-CGM, which together moved more than 35 percent of the 
port’s agricultural export cargo.  The top destination markets for these products were Indonesia, 
China, Italy, and Puerto Rico.
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Source:  Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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Commodities Metric Tons Share U.S. Share
Soybeans 257,610      18% 1%
Grocery items 229,777      16% 7%
Animal feed 93,681         6% 1%
Meat 83,302         6% 4%
Dairy products 66,946         5% 8%
Vegetable oils 62,660         4% 17%
Hides and skins 62,024         4% 7%
Beverages 58,618         4% 5%
Vegetables 48,701         3% 1%
Grain products, cereal, flour 47,760         3% 0%
Other 452,055      31%
Total 1,463,135  100% 1%

Top 10 U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through New York, 
NY, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Commodities Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share
Soybeans 257,610      19,577    19% 9%
Grocery items 229,547      28,208    17% 8%
Animal feed 93,359         8,763      7% 1%
Meat 83,195         7,426      6% 4%
Dairy products 66,938         5,939      5% 8%
Hides and skins 62,005         3,906      4% 7%
Beverages 58,527         5,547      4% 6%
Vegetables 48,637         3,844      4% 3%
Grain products, cereal, flour 47,693         5,094      3% 3%
Candy, confections 40,696         5,088      3% 23%
Other 400,447      38,778    29%
Total 1,388,654  132,171 100% 4%

*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

Top 10 Containerized U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through New 
York, NY, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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Top 10 Destination Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural 
Exports Through New York, NY, 2011

Source:  Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Commodities Metric Tons Share
Mediterranean Shipping 377,757        26%
CMA-CGM 117,651        8%
Zim Israeli Navigation 104,532        7%
Hapag Lloyd Line 97,576          7%
Maersk 97,066          7%
APL 87,801          6%
Horizon Lines 50,353          3%
Evergreen Line 43,190          3%
NYK Line 42,929          3%
Nordic Tankers 34,898          2%
Other 409,383        28%
Total 1,463,135   100%

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Top 10 Shipping Lines Moving U.S. Waterborne 
Agricultural Exports Through New York, NY, 2011
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The Port of New York/New Jersey moved nearly 1.6 million metric tons of agricultural import cargo in 
2011, 91 percent of it in containers.  Beverages, beer, and wine were the top three agricultural imports, 
accounting for 27 percent of the total.  New York moved 37 percent of the total U.S. waterborne 
beer imports and 32 percent of wine imports.  The port’s top shipping lines included Mediterranean 
Shipping Co. Maersk, and Hapag Lloyd.  The top origin countries were Italy and China.  
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U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through 
New York, NY, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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Commodities Metric Tons Share U.S. Share

Beverages 774,880        10% 29%
Beer, ale 730,622        9% 37%
Wine 641,371        8% 32%
Coffee 384,168        5% 23%
Vegetables 361,546        5% 21%
Grocery items 312,682        4% 21%
Fruit 302,241        4% 13%
Candy, confections 260,529        3% 52%
Sugar 239,841        3% 6%
Bananas 216,161        3% 5%
Other 3,754,983    47%
Total 7,979,024   100% 20%

Top 10 U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through 
New York, NY, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Commodities Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share

Beer, ale 730,622        65,358          10% 38%
Beverages 720,378        53,574          10% 32%
Wine 634,865        59,178          9% 35%
Coffee 362,023        22,700          5% 25%
Vegetables 361,546        29,805          5% 27%
Fruit 293,862        25,567          4% 17%
Grocery items 277,003        27,493          4% 32%
Bananas 215,279        19,798          3% 6%
Grain products, cereal, flour 204,472        23,550          3% 38%
Candy, confections 200,812        25,009          3% 45%
Other 3,256,142    275,316        45%
Total 7,257,004   627,348       100% 26%

*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

Top 10 Containerized U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through New 
York, NY, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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Top 10 Origin Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural 
Imports Through New York, NY, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Shipping Line Metric Tons Share

Mediterranean Shipping 1,434,758          18%
Maersk 1,118,232          14%
Hapag Lloyd Line 588,396              7%
APL 522,265              7%
Evergreen Line 379,540              5%
CMA-CGM 359,454              5%
Zim Israeli Navigation 329,162              4%
Chilean Line 308,803              4%
Hamburg Sug 282,565              4%
NYK Line 256,690              3%
Other 2,399,159          30%
Total 7,979,024         100%

Top 10 Shipping Lines for U.S. Waterborne 
Agricultural Imports Through New York, NY, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)




