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The Port of Long Beach, along with its sister port in Los Angeles, is located on the southern 
California coastline.  The port is the Nation’s second busiest container port after Los Angeles; 
combined, the port complex is the eighth busiest container port in the world.  In 2011, Long 

Beach moved more than 6 million 20-ft-equivalent units of containers, nearly 513,000 of which carried 
agriculture-related cargo.  The port moves a wide variety of cargoes, including petroleum products, 
electronics, furniture, clothing, grains, and high-valued food products.  The port stands as one of the 
major gateways for Asian markets.  Nearly 5,000 vessels called the Port of Long Beach in 2011.   
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The Port of Long Beach moved more than 4.4 million metric tons of agricultural export cargo in 2011, 
of which over 99 percent of were moved in containers.  The commodity with the largest volume 
was animal feed, representing approximately 28 percent of the port’s agricultural exports.  The top 
shipping lines included Mediterranean Shipping Co. and Hanjin Shipping, which moved more than 46 
percent of the port’s agricultural export cargo.  The top destination markets for these products were 
Taiwan, China, and Japan.  
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Commodities Metric Tons Share U.S. Share

Animal feed 1,232,863    28% 12%
Soybeans 743,781        17% 2%
Grain products, cereal, flour 542,031        12% 2%
Cotton 248,343        6% 17%
Meat 202,021        5% 9%
Grocery items 177,481        4% 5%
Oranges 165,935        4% 28%
Bulk grains 142,028        3% 0.4%
Dairy products 137,557        3% 16%
Hides and skins 122,409        3% 14%
Other 753,394        17%
Total 4,467,843   100% 3%

Top 10 U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through Long Beach, 
CA, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Commodities Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share

Animal feed 1,232,635    102,369  28% 19%
Soybeans 743,762        48,349    17% 27%
Grain products, cereal, flour 539,483        35,033    12% 29%
Cotton 247,273        24,856    6% 17%
Meat 201,902        18,176    5% 9%
Grocery items 177,335        19,717    4% 6%
Oranges 165,291        15,665    4% 29%
Bulk grains 141,957        8,087      3% 19%
Dairy products 136,918        9,836      3% 16%
Hides and skins 122,313        7,449      3% 14%
Other 731,270        67,021    16%
Total 4,440,138   356,558 100% 13%

*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

Top 10 Containerized U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through Long 
Beach, CA, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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Top 10 Destination Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural 
Exports Through Long Beach, CA, 2011

Source:  Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Commodities Metric Tons Share

Mediterranean Shipping 1,240,444            28%
Hanjin Shipping 788,204                18%
OOCL 338,095                8%
CMA-CGM 332,403                7%
Maersk 260,347                6%
China Ocean Shipping 239,373                5%
K Line 202,626                5%
NYK Line 152,661                3%
Yang Ming Marine 114,001                3%
Naviera Interamericana 113,108                3%
Other 686,582                15%
Total 4,467,843           100%
Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Top 10 Shipping Lines Moving U.S. Waterborne Agricultural 
Exports Through Long Beach, CA, 2011
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The Port of Long Beach moved over 1.9 million metric tons of agricultural import cargo in 2011, 
with approximately 93 percent in containers.  Beverages and beer were the top agricultural imports, 
representing 21 percent of agricultural imports through Long Beach.  Long Beach moved 27 percent 
of the total canned pineapple and canned fish imports.  The port’s top shipping lines included 
Mediterranean Shipping Co. and Naviera Interamerica; the top origin countries were China and  
New Zealand.
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U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through 
Long Beach, CA, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

Commodities Metric Tons Share U.S. Share
Beverages 238,835                12% 9%
Beer, ale 176,601                9% 9%

Canned pineaplles 161,247                8% 27%
Fruit 103,741                5% 4%
Grocery items 102,309                5% 7%
Canned fish 95,224                  5% 27%
Frozen fish 93,761                  5% 10%
Meat 90,142                  5% 14%
Wine 89,362                  5% 4%
Vegetables 59,273                  3% 3%
Other 715,168                37%
Total 1,925,664           100% 5%

Top 10 U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through 
Long Beach, CA, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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Commodities Metric Tons TEU Share U.S. Share
Beverages 238,835      17,322    13% 11%
Beer, ale 176,601      16,797    10% 9%

Grocery items 102,290      9,922      6% 12%
Canned fish 95,224         5,872      5% 27%
Frozen fish 93,761         8,982      5% 10%
Fruit 93,308         8,383      5% 6%
Meat 90,142         5,913      5% 14%
Wine 89,362         8,095      5% 5%
Vegetables 59,273         5,329      3% 4%
Grain products, cereal, flour 52,491         6,401      3% 10%
Other 691,724      63,412    39%
Total 1,783,013  156,429 100% 6%

*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

Top 10 Containerized U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through 
Long Beach, CA, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)

China
21%

New Zealand
7%

Gulf of Mexico
7%

Italy
6%

Chile
6%

Australia
6%

Netherlands
5%

American Samoa
5%

Thailand
5%

Korea
3%

Other
29%

Top 10 Origin Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports 
Through Long Beach, CA, 2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)
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Shipping Line Metric Tons Share
Mediterranean Shipping 543,614        28%
Hamburg Sud 135,854        7%

ANL Container Line 115,442        6%
Hanjin Shipping 115,326        6%
Zim Israeli Navigation 110,771        6%
Veritable Meritime Shipping 105,989        6%
CMA-CGM 102,462        5%
Polynesia Lines Ltd 89,180          5%
China Ocean Shipping 81,015          4%
OOCL 68,894          4%
Other 457,118        24%
Total 1,925,664   100%

Top 10 Shipping Lines for U.S. Waterborne 
Agricultural Imports Through Long Beach, CA, 

2011

Source: Port Import Export Reporting Service (PIERS)




