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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 
the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, 
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies 
and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the State or local Agency that administers the program or contact 
USDA through the Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information may be 
made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found 
online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint  and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and 
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-
9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 
690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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1. PURPOSE 

The Agricultural Marketing Service’s (AMS) Federal Grain Inspection Service (FGIS) is 
updating testing requirements and procedures for official railroad track scales due to the 
termination of the FGIS master scale testing program and the closure of the Master 
Scale Depot as of January 31, 2026. 

With the closure of the Master Scale Depot, FGIS will no longer calibrate and certify 
railroad test cars or carts, or provide testing services for railroad track scales that 
are not used to perform official Class X or Class Y weighing services under the 
United States Grain Standards Act (USGSA) or bulk weighing services under the 
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (AMA). 

This notice establishes new requirements for obtaining and conducting official railroad 
track scale testing services from FGIS. 

2. POLICY 

Railroad track scale testing services will be available for track scales used for 
Class X or Class Y weighing services under the USGSA and bulk weighing 
services under the AMA. 

a. General.  Railroad track scales used for official grain or AMA commodity weight 
certification must be tested semiannually after initial acceptance testing is 
complete.  To accomplish these tests, like an official vehicle (truck) platform 
scale test, the applicant must now utilize a State or private rail scale testing 
company to supply the certified test weights and test carts needed to perform 
the test.  All scales used for official grain weight and inspection certification 
services provided by FGIS must meet applicable requirements contained in the 
FGIS Weighing Handbook, the General Code, the Scales Code, the Automatic 
Bulk Weighing Systems Code, and the Weights Code of the 2008 edition of 
National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Handbook 44, 
“Specifications, Tolerances, and Other Technical Requirements for Weighing 
and Measuring Devices” (Handbook 44); and NIST Handbook 105–1 (1990 
Edition), “Specifications and Tolerances for Reference Standards and Field 
Standard Weights and Measures,” (Handbook 105–1 ).  (7 CFR 802.0) 

b. Applying for Official Track Scale Testing Services.  Applicants who qualify for 
official railroad track scale testing services must complete and submit a 
FGIS-907, “Application for Inspection and Weighing Services,” electronically 
through MyFGIS or by e-mailing the completed form to your FGIS Field 
Office or FGIS scale specialist. 

New applicants for railroad track scale testing services must also submit a FGIS-
1001, “Application for Approval to Operate as a Weighing Facility,” to the FGIS 
Field Office or FGIS scale specialist.  New railroad track scales or previously 
unapproved track scales must undergo additional acceptance testing. 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/us-grain-standards-act-and-agricultural-marketing-act
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/us-grain-standards-act-and-agricultural-marketing-act
https://www.ams.usda.gov/publications/content/fgis-pdf-handbooks
https://www.nist.gov/pml/owm/owm-products-and-services/publications-and-documentary-standards/handbooks
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-VIII/subchapter-A/part-802
https://www.ams.usda.gov/resources/fgis-907-application-inspection-and-weighing-services
https://fgisonline.ams.usda.gov/
https://www.ams.usda.gov/resources/fgis-1001-application-approval-operate-weighing-facility
https://www.ams.usda.gov/resources/fgis-1001-application-approval-operate-weighing-facility
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c. State or Private Scale Testing Companies.  Applicants must use a certified 
State, local government, or private scale testing company to supply the test 
weights and carts used to perform the scale test.  All test weights must have a 
calibration certificate traceable back to NIST of less than three (3) years old.  A 
minimum of 80,000 pounds is required to test railroad track scales per the 
FGIS Weighing Handbook. 

d. Scale Testing Agreements.  States, local governments, or approved scale testing 
organizations may perform railroad scale testing services when authorized 
through written agreement by FGIS.  All scale tests performed on behalf of FGIS 
must be performed in accordance with the procedures and requirements outlined 
in the FGIS Weighing Handbook. 

Additionally, delegated States are authorized to perform scale testing on behalf 
of FGIS within the export port locations they are delegated.  For delegated States 
to perform scale tests outside of these export port locations, a separate written 
agreement with FGIS is required. 

e. Record Keeping and Forms.  States, local governments, or approved scale 
testing organizations performing railroad scale testing services on behalf of FGIS 
must maintain scale testing records for five (5) years.  Railroad track scale 
testing service records performed by States, local governments, or approved 
scale testing organizations must be reviewed by FGIS personnel and entered 
into the FGIS Equipment Capability Testing Program (ECT) following the 
completed test. 

States, local governments, or approved scale testing organizations must 
use those forms approved by FGIS for documenting scale testing 
services.  Alternative forms may be used if the form has been reviewed 
and approved in writing by FGIS and provides all the required information 
and testing requirements. 

3. FILING INSTRUCTIONS 

An electronic version of this notice is available on the AMS website.  Maintain a printed 
copy of this notice with the FGIS Weighing Handbook at locations where physical 
copies are required in accordance with FGIS Program Notice PN-25-04 Issuance 
Retention Policy, when applicable. 

4. QUESTIONS 

Please direct all questions to the FGIS Policies, Procedures, and Market Analysis 
Branch at FGISPoliciesProceduresMarketAnalysisBranch@usda.gov. 

https://fgisonline.ams.usda.gov/
https://www.ams.usda.gov/about-ams/fgis-program-notices
mailto:FGISPoliciesProceduresMarketAnalysisBranch@usda.gov
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