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Training Objectives

• Review certifier responsibilities for evaluating and 
verifying the import/export activities of its certified 
operations

• Review the information operations that export product 
or use product imported under an international organic 
trade arrangement should include in their organic 
system plan

• Review documentation certifiers and inspectors should 
verify during document reviews and on-site inspections
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USDA’s International Trade Arrangements

1. Equivalency Arrangement (import/export)
 Canada, EU, Japan, Korea, Switzerland

2. Recognition Agreement (import only)
 India, Israel, New Zealand

3. Export Arrangement (export only)
 Taiwan

4. Terms of Reference (import/export)
 U.S. - Mexico Joint Organic Compliance Committee 
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Certifier Evaluation & Verification Responsibilities

7 CFR § 205.402(a)(2) and § 205.403(c) require certifiers 
to ...

 Evaluate each client’s application materials for 
compliance 

 Verify during the onsite inspection whether the 
information in the organic system plan accurately 
reflects the practices used by the operation
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Organic System Plan Requirements

7 CFR § 205.201(a)

An organic system plan (OSP) must include …

 A description of practices and procedures to be 
performed and maintained …

Does the OSP disclose whether the operation exports its 
products under an international trade arrangement? 
Does the OSP include the operation’s procedures for verifying 
source and certification of ingredients imported under an 
international trade arrangement?
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Organic System Plan Requirements (cont.)

An organic system plan (OSP) must include …

 A list of each substance to be used as a handling 
input, indicating its composition and source

Does the OSP identify ingredients imported under a trade 
arrangement, including the source of those ingredients? 
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Organic System Plan Requirements (cont.)

An organic system plan (OSP) must include …

 A description of the recordkeeping system 
implemented to comply with the requirements 
established in §205.103;

Does the OSP describe records the operation maintains for 
product imported/exported under a trade arrangement?
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Organic System Plan Requirements (cont.)

An organic system plan (OSP) must include …

 Additional information deemed necessary by the 
certifying agent to evaluate compliance with the 
regulations 

Does the OSP include information (i.e. documentation) that 
demonstrates the imported ingredient complies?
Does the OSP include labeling information for product 
exported under a trade arrangement?
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OSP Evaluation & Onsite Verification Process
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Does the product meet the terms of the arrangement?

Is the product within the scope of the arrangement?

Is the product exported/imported under a trade arrangement?

If yes, to/from which country?

Does the operation export product? 
Does the operation use imported product?



OSP Evaluation & Onsite Verification Process (cont.)
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For imported/exported product, 
has the appropriate supporting 
documentation been provided?

Is the supporting documentation 
valid?

Does the operation maintain 
appropriate records for 

imported/exported product?

For exported product, has the 
operation provided information 

about its product labeling  
practices ?

Do the product labeling practices 
comply with the terms of the 

arrangement?



Operation Recordkeeping Requirements

7 CFR § 205.103
A certified operation must maintain records that fully 
disclose all activities and transactions of the certified 
operation in sufficient detail as to be readily 
understood and audited. Such records must be 
available for inspection.  

Inspectors should conduct thorough trace-back audits to 
verify traceability and record-keeping requirements.
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• A certified operation using product imported under an 
equivalency arrangement must maintain ...
 Organic certificate
 NOP Import Certificate 
 Not required for Canada

 Shipment records (ex. Bill of Lading)
 Purchase records (ex. Purchase order, Invoice)
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Import Documentation Verification - Equivalency

• Organic Certificate should …
 attest that the product has been certified to 

the foreign government’s organic regulations 
 be issued by a certifier approved by the 

foreign government
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Import Documentation Verification - Equivalency

• NOP Import Certificate must …
 be issued by the final certifier of the product for 

the specific product, per shipment
 include the applicable attestation statement

 Product must meet the scope (i.e. type and point of 
export) of the equivalency arrangement
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Import Documentation Verification - Equivalency

 For Canada only, NOP Import Certificates are not 
required. The appropriate attestation statement 
issued by the certifier or certified operation may be 
stated on any documentation (ex. organic 
certificate, transaction certificate, bill of lading, 
purchase order)
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Exercise 1 – Import Verification

A certified USDA organic handler located in the U.S. 
plans to use certified organic goji berry imported from 
Bulgaria under the U.S. – E.U. Equivalency 
Arrangement. The operator submits an updated 
organic product profile that correctly indicates the 
producer of the ingredient and its certifier, along with 
an organic certificate.
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Exercise 1 – Import Verification

Examples of questions certifiers should ask (not 
limited to):
1. Does the product fall within the scope of the 

arrangement?
2. Is this organic certificate valid?
3. Is there any additional documentation that 

needs to be requested and verified?
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Import Documentation Requirements - Recognition

• A certified operation using product imported under 
a recognition agreement must maintain …
 Organic certificate
 Transaction Certificate (only India) 
 Shipment records (ex. Bill of Lading)
 Purchase records (ex. Purchase order, Invoice)
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Import Documentation Verification - Recognition

• Organic Certificate must …
 be issued by a certifier approved by the 

recognized foreign government
 attest that the product was certified 

under the USDA organic regulations (NOP 
technical standards) 

Product must meet the scope (i.e. type and point 
of export) of the recognition agreement

20USDA Agricultural Marketing Service | National Organic Program



Import Documentation Verification –
U.S. – India Recognition Agreement

• Organic Certificates must be issued by the certifier 
from Tracenet (since June 2010)

• A Transaction Certificate issued by the certifier 
from Tracenet must accompany each shipment 
(since November 2014)
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Import Documentation Verification –
U.S. – India Recognition Agreement
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Sample organic certificate



Import Documentation Verification –
U.S. – India Recognition Agreement
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Sample transaction certificate



Export Documentation Verification 

• A certified operation exporting product under an 
international trade arrangement must maintain ...
 Applicable export certificate (per shipment)

• EU: Certificate of Inspection 
• Switzerland: Certificate of Inspection
• Korea: NAQS Import Certificate
• Japan: TM-11
• Taiwan: TM-11
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Export Documentation Verification 

• During the onsite inspection, inspectors should 
also verify that ..
o Export Certificates have been issued by the 

operation’s certifier
o For Canada, the appropriate attestation 

statement is being used by the operation, if not 
issued by the certifier
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Labeling Verification – Export

• Certifier and inspector should verify that the operation’s
labeling practices and product label(s) meet labeling 
requirements of the foreign country …
o Compliant use of any additional organic seals (for 

Switzerland, no seal)
o For Japan: who is applying the JAS seal
o For Canada: use of dual language
o For EU: use of certifier code on the label
o For Korea: use of certificate number on the label
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Resources

• NOP International Trade page
• Access to lists of approved certifiers:

– Canada
– EU
– Japan
– Korea (Korean only)
– India
– Israel
– New Zealand

• NOP Fraudulent Certificates page
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https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/organic-products/certification-and-verification/certification-bodies/eng/1327860541218/1327860730201
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/ofis_public/r8/ctrl_r8.cfm?targetUrl=home
http://www.maff.go.jp/e/policies/standard/jas/specific/organic.html
http://enviagro.go.kr/portal/help/help_organi_list.do
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade/India
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade/Israel
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade/new-zealand
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/enforcement/organic/fraudulent-certificates


Questions?
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