
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
BEFORE THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

In re: 
Raisins Produced from Grapes Grown in 
California; Proposed Amendments to 
Marketing Order No. 989 

AO Docket No. 23-J-0080 
AMS-SC-23-0039 

ORDER ON POST-HEARING SUBMISSIONS AND 
NOTIFICATIONS TO THE HEARING CLERK PURSUANT TO 7 C.F.R. § 900.10 

Due Dates for Certain Post-Hearing Submissions 

1. On February 14, 2024, on the record at the hearing in the above matter in Fresno, California,

consistent with the apparent general consensus of the participants present, and with no

objection from any participant present, the following filing due dates were established for the

following post-hearing submissions:

Proposed Transcript Corrections 10 business days from the date the 
complete hearing transcript is made 
available on the AMS website1 

Objections to Proposed Transcript 7 business days from the date proposed 
Corrections transcript corrections are made 

available on the AMS website2 

Briefs/Proposed Findings and 20 business days from the date the 
Conclusions Presiding Judge’s order on transcript 

corrections is made available on the 
AMS website3 

1 Weekends and legal public holidays shall be included in the count; however, if “the time for 
filing . . . expires on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal public holiday, the time allowed for filing . . . 
shall be extended to include the following business day.” 7 C.F.R. § 900.15(d). 
2 See supra note 1. 
3 See supra note 1. 
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2. All submissions shall be filed with the Hearing Clerk’s Office. To meet deadlines, filings

must be received by the Hearing Clerk no later than 4:30 p.m. Eastern on their due date.

3. AMS shall post on its website the specific due dates for proposed transcript corrections and

objections thereto, and for briefs/proposed findings and conclusions, calculated on the above

basis.

4. As soon as practicable following the expiration of the filing period for briefs and proposed

findings and conclusions, AMS shall file the Administrator’s recommended decision with

Hearing Clerk’s Office. See 7 C.F.R. § 900.12(a).

Notifications to the Hearing Clerk Pursuant to 7 C.F.R. § 900.10 

5. On February 14, 2024, the hearing in Fresno, California, in the above matter was completed, 

and the record was closed with the exception of the hearing transcript, which will be made 

part of the record when it is certified by the undersigned at a later date.

6. Dates for certain post-hearing submissions are set out above. I will certify the transcript after 

making determinations as to proposed corrections and objections to proposed corrections.

7. AMS will provide to the Hearing Clerk’s Office for filing the official copies of the exhibits 

introduced and admitted into the record at the hearing. No exhibits were introduced but not 

accepted into the record.

8. In addition, AMS will post on its website the record and all other submissions in this 

proceeding. See https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/moa/989-raisins/hearing-2024. 

The official record will be filed with the Hearing Clerk’s Office.
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Copies of this Order and Notification shall be sent by the Hearing Clerk to the individuals 

identified below. Additionally, AMS is requested to post a copy of this Order and Notification to 

the hearing page of its website.  

Rupa Chilukuri, Esq. 
Attorney for AMS, USDA Attorney for AMS, USDA 
Office of the General Counsel Office of the General Counsel 
rupa.chilukuri@usda.gov  samantha.dorsey@usda.gov  

Matthew Pavone, Chief Christy Pankey, Marketing Specialist 
Rulemaking Services Branch Rulemaking Services Branch 
Market Development Division Market Development Division 
Specialty Crops Program/AMS/USDA Specialty Crops Program/AMS/USDA 103 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW Edney Creek Court 
Room 1406, Mail Stop 0237 Southmills, NC 27976 
Washington, DC 20250 christy.pankey@usda.gov   
matthew.pavone@usda.gov  

Barry Broadbent, Acting Regional Director Michelle Sharrow, Director 
West Region Branch Market Development Division 
Market Development Division Specialty Crops Program/AMS/USDA 
Specialty Crops Program/AMS/USDA 
1220 SW 3rd Avenue, Suite 305 

michelle.sharrow@usda.gov  

Portland, OR 97204 
barry.broadbent@usda.gov   

Christopher Purdy, Deputy Administrator Carl Purvis, Deputy Public Affairs Director 
Specialty Crops Program/AMS/USDA Public Affairs Office, AMS/USDA 
christopher.purdy@usda.gov   carl.e.purvis@usda.gov   

Andrew Hatch, Deputy Director of Marc McFetridge 
Operations Specialty Crops Program/AMS/ Agricultural Economist 
USDA andrew.hatch@usda.gov   Specialty Crops Program/AMS/USDA 

marc.mcfetridge@usda.gov 

Debbie Powell, President/General Manager Monte Schutz, Chairman 
Raisin Administrative Committee Raisin Administrative Committee 
2445 Capitol Street, Suite 200 
Fresno, CA 93721 
debbie@raisins.org; info@raisins.org 

Samantha Dorsey, Esq. 



Steve Kister Gerald Chooljian 
gchooljian@delreypacking.com 

Jeff Milinovich 
Milinovich.jeff@cencalraisin.com 

Steven Spate 

Dwayne Cardoza Richard Crowe 

Richard Sahatjian 
rsahatjian@victorpacking.com 

Issued at Washington, D.C., 
this 21st day of February 2024 

CHANNING Digitally signed by CHANNING 

 STROTHER 

STROTHER Date: 2024.02.21 15:39:30 -05'00'

Channing D. Strother 
Chief Administrative Law Judge 

Hearing Clerk’s Office 
United States Department of Agriculture 
Stop 9203, South Building, Room 1031-S 
1400 Independence Ave SW  
Washington, DC 20250-9203   
Phone: 1-202-720-4443 
Fax:   1-844-325-6940 
sm.oha.HearingClerks@usda.gov  



Respectfully Submitted, 

Caroline Hill, Hearing Clerk 
USDA/Office of Administrative Law Judges 
Hearing Clerk’s Office, Rm. 1031-S 
1400 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20250-9203 

/s/ Caroline Hill on 2/21/2024 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

  Raisins Produced from Grapes Grown in California 
 Docket: 23-J-0080 

Having personal knowledge of the foregoing, I declare under penalty of perjury that the 
information herein is true and correct and this is to certify that a copy of the ORDER ON 
POST-HEARING SUBMISSIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS TO THE HEARING CLERK 
PURSUANT TO 7 C.F.R. § 900.10 has been furnished and was served upon the following 
parties on February 22, 2024, by the following: 

USDA (OGC) – Electronic Mail 
Rupa Chilukuri, OGC 
Rupa.Chilukuri@usda.gov  
Samantha Dorsey, OGC 
Samantha.Dorsey@usda.gov 
Donna Erwin, OGC 
Donna.Erwin@usda.gov 
Carla Wagner, OGC 
Carla.Wagner@usda.gov 

USDA (AMS) - Electronic Mail 
Andrew Hatch, AMS 
Andrew.Hatch@usda.gov 
Matthew Pavone, AMS 
Matthew.Pavone@usda.gov  
Michelle Sharrow, AMS 
Michelle.Sharrow@usda.gov 
Christy Pankey, AMS 
Christy.Pankey@usda.gov 
Barry Broadbent, AMS 
Barry.Broadbent@usda.gov 




