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Grass seed is an important specialty crop export for Oregon and nearly states.  
Thousands of people, including farmers, warehouse workers, farm service providers 
and businesses in rural communities are dependent upon grass seed sales.  After 
harvest, Pacific Northwest grass seed warehouses clean, condition and bag the seed in 
lots of up to 55,000 pounds.  However, the International Seed Testing Association 
(ISTA) standards for international shipment are limited to 22,000 pound sized lots.  
Warehouses must re-label bags into threes lots (two lots of 22,000 pounds and one lot 
at 11,000 pounds) for international customers, a process which is costly and time 
consuming.  The FSMIP project supported research, testing and validation that large 
lots of grass seed could be homogeneous.  ISTA accepted the results and participating 
warehouses gained access to overseas markets with 55,000 pound lots of seed. 
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