






















 1400 Independence Avenue, SW. 
 Room 2646-S, STOP 0268 
 Washington, DC  20250-0201 

 

NP2128ADA  CA  Report A Bee Organic De Luz CA 06 15 12 

 

AUDIT INFORMATION 

Applicant Name: A Bee Organic, LLC 

Est. Number: N/A 

Physical Address: 40707 Daily Road, De Luz, CA 92028 

Mailing Address: 40707 Daily Road, De Luz, CA 92028 

Contact & Title: Sarah Costin, Member Partner; Ro Elgas, Member Partner 

E-mail Address: sarah@abeeorganic.com; ro@abeeorganic.com 

Phone Number: (760) 731-0155 

Auditor(s): Lars Crail, NOP AIA Accreditation Manager 

Program: USDA National Organic Program (NOP) 

Audit Date(s): June 15, 2012 

Audit Identifier: NP2128ADA 

Action Required: No 

Audit Type: Correct Action Review - Initial Assessment 

Audit Objective: To review certifying agent submitted noncompliance corrective actions and 

determine if the measures should be accepted by the NOP. 
 

Audit Criteria: 
7 CFR Part 205 National Organic Program, Final Rule, dated December 21, 

2000; updated March 15, 2012.  NOP 2608, Instruction – Responding to 

Noncompliances. 

Audit Scope: ABO submitted corrective actions corresponding to the noncompliances 
issued on May 24, 2012. 

 

Location(s) Audited:   Desk 

 

A Bee Organic, LLC (ABO) was originally accredited as a NOP certifying agent on April 28, 

2010 for crops, wild crops, livestock, and handling.  ABO is currently certifying 29 operations 

in the United States (CA, AZ,UT, and VA).  On May 7 – 10, 2012, NOP conducted an onsite 

audit of ABO to fulfill the requirement of a NOP Initial Accreditation Assessment. 

 

On May 24, 2012, ABO was issued a Notice of Noncompliance for one noncompliance 

(NP2128ADA.NC1) identified during the onsite audit. ABO submitted corrective actions to the 

NOP on June 8, 2012.  
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FINDINGS 

The corrective actions submitted by ABO are accepted and will be verified for implementation 

and effectiveness during the next onsite assessment. 

 

NP2128ADA.NC1 – Accepted - NOP §205.663 states, “…If the certifying agent rejects the 

request for mediation, the certifying agent shall provide written notification to the applicant for 

certification or certified operation.  The written notification shall advise the applicant for 

certification or certified operation of the right to request an appeal, pursuant to §205.681, 

within 30 days of the date of written notification of rejection of the request for mediation.”  A 

review found that while ABO does have a form in place, the “Notification of Rejection of 

Mediation Request” form, it was not used to reply to the client denying the request for 

mediation. Therefore, the right to appeal and timeline were not addressed.  Corrective 

Actions:  ABO conducted a review of its adverse action procedures and corresponding forms 

on June 8, 2012 and provided NOP with a record of the event.  ABO will perform additional 

training of adverse action procedures and forms prior to its annual reporting date.  The 

corrective actions submitted for NC1 by ABO are accepted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




