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Welcome to today’s event introducing, “USDA Market News data is moving to the new platform called MARS or Market Analysis & Reporting Services”  
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• Discuss Market Analysis & Reporting Services 
(MARS) and status of modernization in AMS

• Describe how MARS uses the new My Market 
News website to provide data easier and faster 

• Help you get more out of MARS by demonstrating 
some of the new features   

• Learn more about what available 
• Access Market News data and reports
• Customize My Market News for your needs

• What’s Next?

Themes for Discussion

MARS – Delivering Market Data to Agricultural Producers 
Around the Globe Faster and Easier

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My name is Joseph Gaynor, the MARS Product Owner
I’m with the USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service, Dairy Program.

This webinar is the latest in a series we host throughout the year as a service to the produce industry.

This session will be recorded.
Within a few days we’ll send you a link to the webinar and a PDF of this presentation, including my notes.
So let’s go ahead and get started……



What is MARS?
• One easy-to-use source of Ag Data for the public

• Consume or interact with data on your terms
• Simplify flow of data to and from Market News
• Share digital datasets 
• Better protects confidentiality

• Standardizes data and reporting processes
• Add or adjust data products in minutes to better report change
• Introduce modern mobile collection (real time capable)
• Expand automation for data curation  

• Uses new data analytics techniques
• Collect more information for use in reporting  
• Enhance data quality 
• Provide more quantitative information 

MARS – Delivering Market Data to Agricultural Producers 
Around the Globe Faster and Easier
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We set out to improve access to Market News data, reports, and information at the request of our data users.  

Many users described the need for modern features available across other data driven sectors,
so AMS started a modernization effort to improve the individual’s experience when interacting with Market News.

Through the MARS development many of the features we created came from information and requests by interaction with you … the ‘Market News data user.’

Leading up to the start of MARS development, I received requests for Automated Protocol Interfaces or APIs a couple times a week.  

And I am happy to report not only did we build APIs we created a host of other  functionality not previously available from Market News.  

We created a mix of features to help a wide spectrum of users including:
first timers,
seasoned users,
small independent farmers,
large commodity analysts, and everything in between.     

My goal for today is to help you understand how Market News dissemination will move forward into a new phase.  

At a high level we will talk about our modernization effort, introduce our new website, walk through some of its features.



Status of Modernization
Now, working in MARS:  
• Single integrated end to end reporting system 

• Multi-tiered data protections 
• Real-time data collection 
• Standardized reporting processes
• Improved analysis
• Standardized reporting and dissemination procedures

• Introduce our new dissemination website
https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov

• Single Public Data Warehouse 
• Automated Protocol Interface (APIs)
• News Sharable digital datasets
• Provide more quantitative data 
• More descriptive qualitative information
• Dynamic Commodity Informational Pages 
• Individual Report Pages 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of you may not have heard of our modernization efforts in Market News.  
Ultimately, our reporting infrastructure was not designed for a modern digital world.  
In order to better serve the agricultural sector we needed significant updates in almost all aspects of supporting information technology systems and outdated processes.
 
In Market Analysis & Reporting Services (or “MARS”) we have created a single fully integrated reporting system.		 MARS provides the public a source of market information that allows users to interact with data to answer their questions related to marketing information for agricultural commodities throughout the world.  

MARS simplifies the flow of Market News data to farmers, processors, and consumers. 		                       Now they can make better decisions and create or consume the unique information they seek.
MARS standardized data and reporting processes allowing Market News staff to add or adjust new products in minutes, rather than months.
MARS introduces modern mobile collection methods to improve quicker turnaround for providing data… 			Improving data curation to enhance analysis, speed up processing, and share digital datasets for more agricultural 	markets becoming ‘Your Source for Ag Data.’
MARS uses the latest data analytics methods to speed up reporting, allowing Market News reporters to collect more information, making the resulting data available even more quickly and easily to all interested.

https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov/


MARS and My Market News

MARS Data Found at – https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov

Presenter
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To better serve users and provide data in new modern ways as requested by many,
we had to reengineer not only the dissemination of Market News data. 
We had to address the build blocks of all underlying systems … including our data’s basic design and storage.  

The development started by revolutionizing the internal systems, as we needed a solid and stable foundation to build upon.  

In early 2015 the first code writing started for MARS. 
By April of 2016 we had the first collections of live auctions working in production.  

During 2016 additional functionality never before used in Market News was implemented to help reporters better capture and analysis information to be used in creation of many different types of new and existing reports.  

In 2017 the project shifted to building … arguably the most important piece … the public’s access point to get into our new modern data stores.  

This project culminates with the dissemination of arm of MARS being release for public use.  

The website is called MyMarketNews and is fully integrated with the agency’s existing website.  

We created numerous features to help the diverse users, we work with and support everyday. (NEXT)

https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov/


What is Available?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All publicly available information from Market News will be made available in the MyMarketNews website. 
The information found on our site comes primarily from our field reporters working day in and day out in over 60 markets types capturing data on more than 3000 commodities at a frequency of either daily or weekly. 

What does all this really mean?  

We figured out a better and faster way to share the current Ag Data we capture in this modern data driven world.

This includes Market News’ most popular reports in numerous formats, additional descriptions, previously unavailable data sets, news APIs, and host of other supporting information.

So, from here we will drive into the functionality we created for the Market News users.




What is Available?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the Home page. 
In the top right our Market News reports are better integrated in the AMS Search including our new individual report pages.
On your left we have changed the Site Navigation to focus on commodities not agency structure.  (NEXT) 







What is Available?
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Presentation Notes
Now you are looking at the Home Tab.
Commodities Tab takes you to a dynamic commodity page, meaning that you can use our commodity taxonomy to control the berth of information you are receiving. 
Help Tab provides information how to use the site and Frequently Asked Questions.
‘Return to AMS’ provides quick jump back to the main AMS home page.
Login leverages USDA’s free service for E-Authentication, which can be used across multiple agencies, to create an account to save reports, data queries, and other information you want to see in the future.  (NEXT)




What is Available?
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The section on the left includes a new search that utilizes industry standard type ahead selections.
This section provides quick access to either data or commodity information in a single click.
It’s one of many entry points to either the Database Search or the dynamic commodity page.
On the right ,we also have a carousel that provide our newest articles and blogs focused on the information we share. (NEXT)









What is Available?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We integrated social media into the site to better share our information into new platforms.  (NEXT)




What is Available?
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In the center of the page, you find 3 buttons that link to pages for our databases, the ‘How To’ guide for using the new APIs, and contact information for our expert reporting staff.  

Also, I would like to add that we will have a more technical webinar intended for developers on how to use the API. 
Its scheduled for Feb 7th at 2pm.  (NEXT)







Bring your device 

MARS Data Found at – https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov
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Lower in the website we provide a combination of What’s New Articles, a description of MARS, and a List of our most visited pages.  (NEXT)





https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov/


Bring your device 

MARS Data Found at – https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov
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MARS has been designed to work on numerous screen sizes  (NEXT)


https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov/


What is Available

Presenter
Presentation Notes
… as we want to serve the cotton analyst in the office on a desktop,
the avocado producer in a field on a tablet,
or a cow calf rancher deciding on ‘to buy’ or ‘not to buy’ in an auction barn.

Supporting use on your device was a must. (NEXT)



What is Available
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Presentation Notes
So to get started, let’s use the Quick Search as a new user might get started. 
I selected a Cheese Report in Commodity Information dropdown.  (NEXT) 




What is Available
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I am moved to dynamic commodity page. 
I am presented with multiple widgets that provides information related to the report I selected. 
I can also navigate to a different set of information using the left navigation similar to other modern website experiences.  (NEXT) 




What is Available
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I can select a more general commodity topic for all of Market News.
If I desire to look at more detailed information in other areas … I can do that. 
You can see that all the Widgets shifted to include the additional commodity and market information.
The left navigation still provides the ability to return to the more detailed commodity-based page. 
While we navigated here with a quick search you can also come by clicking the Commodities Tab. (NEXT)




What is Available
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This section is made up of only news tagged for Market News.  I
If I were in Dairy, it would display only articles tagged with Dairy.  (NEXT)




What is Available
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Similarly, on the left Popular Data is some of Market News’ most used data queries and on the right Popular Report include the most accessed Market News reports.  (NEXT)




What is Available
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The additional widgets at the bottom of the page include our agency’s subject matter experts for this type of information. (NEXT)



What is Available

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So lets take a look at the dynamic individual report page.
I am starting from the Dairy’s Commodity page. 
I click on a Popular Report for Northeastern Wholesale Cheese Report. (NEXT)



What is Available
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I am moved to dynamic individual report page.  I am presented with multiple types of information related to this report.  I the top left you are presented with the Report’s Name, Description, etc.  (NEXT) 




What is Available
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Below the Report’s general information, you can see the latest report and the schedule for the next available report.
Links to a canned database search and the physical file are provided for easy access into multiple formats.  (NEXT)




What is Available
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On the right side you can see a series of boxes that provide related information.  For easy access into related reports, commodities data, and expert contact information for any question you might have.  (NEXT) 




Database Search

Presenter
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Lastly, at the bottom you can add this report to your MARS favorites or subscribe to an email service provided by GovDelivery. 
These types of functionality do require a log in which I will cover that process in a few minutes. (NEXT) 



Database Search
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Next we will cover the Database Search … accessing database searchs through multiple entry points.  (NEXT)




Database Search
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I clicked the ‘Get Report Data and selected ‘Northeastern Cheese Report.”
I am moved to the Database Search page. (NEXT) 




Database Search
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The basic information for this cheese report is used to load the ‘Search for Commodities’ section and runs the selected data.
I am presented with multiple dropdowns that can be changed to get different information and the current information for the Northeastern Cheese. 
The data display can be changed in a couple of ways. 
I can use multiple dropdown to select different types of data in the report and span across additional releases. (NEXT)



Database Search
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After you have made your choices click ‘Get Data’ to refresh the Data grid. (NEXT)



Database Search
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The data grid has a lot of functionality.
You can pull down a CSV or a XML file of the data in the data grid or further refine your data.  (NEXT)




Database Search
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Some are probably feeling that the data grid is overwhelming …
I really just want to look at Prices, Packages, and Region.   (NEXT)




Logging In
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I clicked on the ‘Gear’ Icon in the right corner of the grid.  (NEXT)
You are now presented with option for rearranging attributes.  (NEXT)

You simply click and drag the attribute into the order you prefer.
You can also toggle out unwanted attributes from your view by unchecking the box in front of the attribute name.
Your preference choices also effect what is provided in your download into CSV and XML.

These preferences can be later used as well.
So, we will shift to quickly cover the Log In Process.  (NEXT)�



Logging In
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Ok, to circle back and cover the log-in and the functionality saved there.  Click the Log In tab. (NEXT) 




Logging In
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You are moved to the E – Authentication log in page.  You will need to use a valid username and password to log in to MARS.  (NEXT)




Logging In
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Once logged in, you can review your profile information and your API Key is available for those interested in automating the data pulled from Market News. (NEXT)




Logging In
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To the right of that information you can review your saved preference and saved database queries (NEXT)




What’s Next?
Please let know what you think of MyMarketNews,   
contact the MARS Team at: mars@ams.usda.gov

We will continue: 
• To add the remaining Market News reports and data 

over the next 12 months 
• Cotton and Tobacco by April 
• Poultry in the Summer 
• Remaining Livestock and Grain by the New Year 
• Specialty Crops in March 2019

• Add and adjust features to better serve our customers 
• Customer feedback and interaction drive our 

• Shut down the Market News Portal

Contact MARS Team at: mars@ams.usda.gov

Presenter
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Below these widgets you can review any subscription to GovDelivery and your selected Favorites. (NEXT)

mailto:mars@ams.usda.gov
mailto:mars@ams.usda.gov


Final Thoughts

MARS uses 21st century tools and big datasets to 
provide better coverage, smarter information, 
faster access! 

February is the beginning for Your Source for Ag Data.  
Additional data and features for YOU start now!  Drop by our website: 
https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov

Market News serves all interested in unbiased current Ag Data.  We 
continually look to enhance your experience.  
Feedback shapes the future! Share your data needs or a story how you 
use our data by contacting the MARS team at:  mars@ams.usda.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While MyMarketNews is in production today you will continue to see additional data and reports added to the website almost continually for the next year.
As we move the berth of Market News reporting into the site.
Starting next week we will be about publishing reports over 50 reports.  

When all data collection exists in MARS, we will publish nearly 1300 report per week.

You can also expect as we move forward we will continue to work with user to provide enhancement to better improve the individual’s experience.

https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov/
mailto:mars@ams.usda.gov
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