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Agricultural Marketing Service

Waterways issues are important to American agriculture
AMS has represented USDA at IWUB since 1991

Before 1991, USDA's Office of Transportation (OT)
attended IWUB

In 1991, USDA dissolved OT, scaled down its functions,
and delegated the remaining responsibilities to AMS
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Agricultural Marketing Service

AMS Mission

Facilitate the Orderly Marketing of Agricultural Products
e Grades & Standards

Market News

Market Research & Promotion Programs

National Organic Program

Transportation & Marketing

« Transportation, Grants, Marketing



Agricultural Marketing Service
AMS Transportation Mission

Provide Insight on Ag Transportation for Stakeholders &
USDA Policymakers through:

Market Reports

Economic Analysis

Regulatory Representation

Transportation Disruption Reports (internal)

Outreach to Stakeholders



Agricultural Marketing Service

Statutory Authority for Regulatory
Representation

e Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938
« Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946

 International Carriage of Perishable
Foodstuffs Act of 1982.

@ Delegated by Secretary to MRP

@ MRP Relies on AMS to Cover
Transportation Issues



Agricultural Marketing Service

Regulatory Representation

 IWUB (barge)

e STB Filings (rail)

« FMC (ocean)

e DOT’'s FMCSA (truck)

e Perishable Foodstuffs Act (cold chain)



Agricultural Marketing Service

Transportation Services Division

Transportation Research &
Analysis

Reports of Intersst

Grain Transportation

Containers, Ports and Non-Graim
Agricultusal Prodwcts

Transportation Analysis and Market

Reports:

U.S. Grain

Other Commodities

Brazil & Mexico Grain Analysis
Modal Share Analysis

Commodity Profiles

Rail Studies

Study of Rural Transportation Issues
STB Filings

Co-op Research Agreements

Data

http://www.ams.usda.gov/agtransportation



http://www.ams.usda.gov/services/transportation-analysis
http://www.ams.usda.gov/services/transportation-analysis
http://www.ams.usda.gov/agtransportation

Agricultural Marketing Service

2015 Barge Tonnage by Commodity

Group

Food & Farm, 16%

Petroleum and
related products, 29%

Equipment, 1%

Manufactured Goods,
5%
Chemicals, 9%

Crude, 18%

Coal, 22%

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers



Agricultural Marketing Service

Corn, Soybean and Wheat

Production
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Billions

Agricultural Marketing Service

U.S. Agricultural Trade
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Agricultural Marketing Service

Percent by Mode of Export Grains

CORN SOYBEANS
ALL GRAINS
RAIL 45% 36% 38%
BARGE 45% 24% 49%
TRUCK 10% 10% 13%

Average - 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013,

Source: USDA



Agricultural Marketing Service
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Economic Impacts Analysis of Inland Waterways
Disruptions on the Transport of Corn and Soybeans

(Summary)

Nick Marathon

This is a summary of Staff Report #AE16-08, “"Economic Impacts Analysis of Inland Waterways Disruptions
on the Transport of Corn and Soybeans” by T.E. Yu, B.C. English, and R.J. Menard, Department of
Agricultural and Resource Economics, University of Tennessee. This paper was developed with funding
from USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) through cooperative agreement number 15-TMX3X-
TN-0004. The opinions and conclusions expressed are the authors and do not necessarily represent the
views of the USDA or AMS. The full report is available at

What is the Issue?

The Upper Mississippi River-lllinois River (UMR-IR) is a primary corridor for U.5. grain and oilseeds to Gulf of Mexico
export ports. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE or Corps) maintains a 9-foot-deep nawvigation channel for barge
transportation on a total of 36 locks and dams, including 28 on the UMR and & on the IR. Built in the 1930s, most of
these locks have surpassed their designed lifespan. Howewer, maintenance and rehabilitative efforts by the Corps

hawve extended the life cycle of many of the projects. Mevertheless, the U5, grain and oilseed industry has frequenthy
raised concerns about the navigational efficiency of these aging and constrained waterways. Congress authorized

the Mavigation and Ecosystem Sustainability Program (MESP) in 2007 to address the capacity constraints on the most
congested segments of the UMR-IR. However, the implementation of NESP has been delayed due to a lack of pre-
construction and construction appropriations from Congress.



Agricultural Marketing Service

Farm Bill Study

e Required by 2014 Farm Bill (unfunded mandate)

 Major Modes for Agriculture (Rail, Barge, Truck,
Ocean)

 Energy (Coal & Biofuels)

« Importance to Ag & Rural Economy
« Rall Performance & Issues

« Barge Performance & Issues

 Infrastructure Planning & Finance



Agricultural Marketing Service
Stakeholder Outreach

Agricultural Transportation Summit
 Every 2-3 years (2013, 2015, 2017 or 2018)

« Jointly hosted by National Grain and Feed Association

(NGFA), Soy Transportation Coalition (STC) and
USDA’s AMS

Ag Shippers Workshops

« Annual workshops in 6-7 locations for agricultural
exporters

e Sponsored by USDA’s AMS in cooperation with Ag
Transportation Coalition (AgTC)



Agricultural Marketing Service
Strategic Vision

« USDA is a voice for American Agriculture in many
venues and issues, including waterway issues

 USDA does not have jurisdiction or funding for
waterway infrastructure

 Being a Cabinet Level Department of Gov't, USDA
must adhere to the policies of the White House and
OMB on waterway infrastructure issues

« USDA is often put in a difficult position between the
desires of its stakeholders with regard to waterway
Issues and funding and the policies of the
Administration



Agricultural Marketing Service

Contact Information:

Bruce Blanton

Director, Transportation Services Division
Agricultural Marketing Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Phone: (202) 690-0435
Email:  bruce.blanton@ams.usda.gov
Website: www.ams.usda.gov/agtransportation



mailto:bruce.blanton@ams.usda.gov
http://www.ams.usda.gov/agtransportation
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