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Export Sales

Export Sales data for the week ending
September 10 were not released by the time of
publication because of the Federal Holiday on
September 7. USDA's Foreign Agricultural
Service will release its next U.S. Export Sales
Report on September 11. Therefore, Grain
Transportation Report tables 14-17 are not
updated in this week’s issue.

Rail

U.S. Class I railroads originated 26,268 grain
carloads during the week ending August 29.
This was a 6-percent decrease from the
previous week, 11 percent more than last year,
and 23 percent more than the 3-year average.

Average September shuttle secondary railcar
bids/offers (per car) were $742 above tariff for
the week ending September 3. This was $104
more than last week and $788 more than this
week last year. Average non-shuttle secondary
railcar bids/offers per car were $19 above tariff.
This was $6 more than last week, and $50 more
than this week last year.

Barge

For the week ending September 5, barged
grain movements totaled 359,550 tons. This
was 33 percent less than the previous week and
unchanged from the same week last year.

For the week ending September 5, 265 barges
moved down river, 81 less than the previous
week. There were 715 grain barges unloaded in
the New Orleans region, 53 percent more than
the previous week.

Ocean

For the week ending September 3, 20
oceangoing grain vessels were loaded in the
Gulf—23 percent fewer than the same period
last year. Within the next 10 days (starting
September 4), 32 vessels were expected to be
loaded—32 percent fewer than the same period
last year.

As of September 3, the rate for shipping a
metric ton (mt) of grain from the U.S. Gulf to
Japan was $76.25, up 2 percent from the
previous week. The rate from the Pacific
Northwest to Japan was $37.50 per mt, up 1
percent from the previous week.

Snapshots by Sector
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Grain Transportation Indicators

Grains are transported to the domestic and international
markets via one or more of the following modes: truck,
rail, barge, and oceangoing vessel. Monitoring the cost
of transportation for each mode is vital to the marketing
decision making process.
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Grain Transportation Indicators

The grain bid summary illustrates the market relationships for commodities. Positive and negative adjustments in differential between
terminal and futures markets, and the relationship to inland market points, are indicators of changes in fundamental market supply and
demand. The map may be used to monitor market and time differentials.
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Rail Transportation

34 I Prior 3-year, 4-week average = Current 4-week average

For the 4 weeks ending August 29,

26 grain carloads were down 1 percent

24 from the previous week, up 9 percent
22 from last year, and up 22 percent from
the 3-year average.

1,000 carloads

© © © © © © ©
Vv Vv V Vv Vv Vv V
Q Q Q Q Q Q Q
\b\q’ '{,\\q/ \3’\% \‘”@\% '19\"/ \9\% \9\% 'b'\’\% 'D\%
AP RO ALY ,\/Q\ RS \\,\

© © ©
P
P G i
N b‘\’l' (0\'\,

© © ©
q/g’\z N2

S o o o Ao
QY 0’1'6"\
B
o\

RN N
'\:\/\'\9 ,\:L\’& '»\\9 ,\,\")\’ q,\’\,\'



Rail Transportation



https://www.stb.gov/reports-data/rail-service-data/
https://agtransport.usda.gov/Rail/STB-Railroad-Service-Metrics/axkm-yjzy/about_data
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-X/subchapter-C/part-1250/section-1250.2
https://www.stb.gov/reports-data/rail-service-data/
https://agtransport.usda.gov/Rail/STB-Railroad-Service-Metrics/axkm-yjzy/about_data
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-X/subchapter-C/part-1250/section-1250.2

Rail Transportation
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https://agtransport.usda.gov/Rail/Grain-Shuttle-Train-Turns/nwye-ushu/about_data

Rail Transportation

Railroads periodically auction guaranteed grain car service for an individual trip or a period of time (e.g., 1 year). This ordering system is
referred to as the “primary market.” Once grain shippers acquire guaranteed freight on the primary market, they can trade that freight with
other shippers through a broker. These transactions are referred to as the “secondary market.” Secondary rail values are indicators of rail
service quality and demand/supply. The values published herein are market indicators only and do not represent guaranteed prices.
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Rail Transportation

—— Shuttle
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Rail Transportation

A tariff is a document issued by railroads that shows rules, rates, and charges for common carrier rail service. The tariff rate, together with fuel
surcharges and any primary or secondary freight costs, constitutes the full cost of shipping grain by rail.



https://public.railinc.com/sites/default/files/documents/RAR.pdf#page=19
https://agtransport.usda.gov/Rail/U-S-Rail-Tariff-Rates-for-Corn-Soybeans-and-Wheat/3az4-jkr6/about_data

Rail Transportation



https://agtransport.usda.gov/Rail/U-S-Rail-Tariff-Rates-for-Corn-Soybeans-and-Wheat/3az4-jkr6/about_data

Rail Transportation
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https://agtransport.usda.gov/d/rzdk-2e87

Barge Transportation
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http://agtransport.usda.gov/Barge/Mississippi-River-System-Downbound-Grain-Barge-Per/7spn-fbua/about_data?

Barge Transportation
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Barge Transportation

| —o—MS Locks 27 —=—AR Lock and Dam 1 Ohio Olmsted Locks and Dam |

For the week ending September
5: 348 barges transited the locks,
74 barges fewer than the previous
week, and 21 percent higher than
the 3-year average.
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S per gallon

Truck Transportation

The weekly diesel price provides
a proxy for trends in U.S. truck

rates as diesel fuel is a significant

expense for truck grain

movements.
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For the week ending September 7, the
U.S. average diesel fuel price increased
36.8 cents from the previous week to
$5.967 per gallon, 220.1 cents above
the same week last year.




Grain Exports
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Grain Exports

The United States exports approximately one-quarter of the grain it produces. On average, this includes nearly 46 percent of U.S.-grown
wheat, 47 percent of U.S.-grown soybeans, and 15 percent of the U.S.-grown corn. In 2025, approximately 51 percent of the U.S. grain-export
shipments departed through the U.S. Gulf region and 28 percent departed through the PNW.

For the week ending
September 03: 2.4 mmt

of grain inspected, up 7
percent from the previous
week, down 3 percent
from the same week last
year, and up 26 percent
from the 3-year average.
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Ocean Transportation

E= Loaded last 7 days I Due next 10 days —B-loaded 4-year average
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Ocean Transportation
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Ocean Transportation
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In 2025, containers were used to transport
11 percent of total U.S. waterborne grain
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Containerized grain shipments

in June 2026 were up 19.2 percent
from last year and up 35.8 percent
from the 5-year average.
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Contacts and Links

Subscription Information: Please sign up to receive regular email announcements of the latest GTR issue by entering your email address and
selecting your preference to receive Transportation Research and Analysis. For any other information, you may contact us at GTRContactUs@usda.
gov.

Preferred citation: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service. Grain Transportation Report. September 10, 2026.
Web: http://dx.doi.org/10.9752/TS056.09-10-2026

Additional Transportation Research and Analysis resources include the Grain Truck and Ocean Rate Advisory (GTOR), the Mexico Transport Cost
Indicator Report, and the Brazil Soybean Transportation Report.
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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