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[bookmark: _GoBack]In January 2002, USDA AMS formally implemented the USDA Good Agricultural Practices & Good Handling Practices (GAP&GHP) audit verification program. This voluntary program is offered to the fruit and vegetable industry to verify an operation’s efforts to minimize the risk of contamination of fresh fruits, vegetables, and nuts by microbial pathogens. The program does not guarantee the product is free from microbial contamination, but verifies the participant has taken proactive measures to reduce the risk of contamination by adhering to generally recognized industry best practices. The responsibility for product safety and the continued observance of best practices rests with the operation producing and handling the fresh product.

Additional Resources

· USDA GAP&GHP Audit Program User’s Guide (pdf) [Link to GAPGHP Audit Program User's Guide.pdf]
· GAP&GHP Checklists spell check enabled (excel) [Link to GAPGHP Checklist Spell Checklist Enabled.xls]
· GAP&GHP Checklists without spell check (excel) [Link to GAPGHP Checklist no spell Checklist Enabled.xls]
· GAPGHP Checklist (pdf) [Link to GAPGHP Checklist no spell Checklist Enabled.pdf]
