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HHFKA 2010
Section 243: Access to Local Foods

The Secretary shall create a Farm to School Program to:
1. Distribute grant funding to improve access to local foods in schools. 
2. Provide training and technical assistance to improve access to local 

foods in schools.
3. Disseminate research and data on existing programs and opportunities 

for expansion.
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Benefits

• Willingness to try new foods.

• Increased consumption of fruits and vegetables (.99 
– 1.3 servings/daily)

• Improved knowledge and awareness regarding 
gardening, agriculture and healthy eating.





Local in Summer



Local in Preschool



Tribal  Schools



Research



www.farmtoschoolcensus.fns.usda.gov 



• reduced food waste (18%)
• lower school meal program costs (21%)
• greater acceptance of the new meal pattern (28%)
• increased participation (17%)
• greater community support  (39%)

76% of respondents (3,002 out of 3,954 districts) 
experienced at least one of the following benefits:

2015 Farm to School Census tell us…



Growth of Farm to School
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Grants



Farm to School Grant 
Awards To Date

FY 2013 - FY 2016
• 300 projects
• 50 states, DC, Virgin Islands
• $20.2 M
• Requests from 1,300+ 

projects seeking ~$98 M









Technical 
Assistance





Assess state programs



The Team



National Staff

Erin Healy
Director

Mieka Sanderson
Grant Program

Christina Conell
Senior Technical Advisor

Erin Hysom
Training + Technical 
Assistance (NSLP, SFSP)

Janell Walker
Communications, Technical 
Assistance (CACFP)



Regional Leads
Andrea Northup, 

MPRO

JuliAnna Arnett, 
WRO 

Rachel Spencer, 
SWRO

Samantha Benjamin-Kirk, SERO

Tegan Hagy, MARO 

Danielle Fleury, NERO

Jenna Segal, 
MWRO

Tribal

Gardens



Get Involved

-Subscribe to our e-
newsletter (more than 
25,000 subscribers!)
-Help us connect 
producers with schools 
-Promote our RFA 
among producers 

Subscribe at www.usda.gov/farmtoschool 
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