
















RAISIN ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
 

ADMINISTERING THE FEDERAL MARKETING  
AGREEMENT AND ORDER REGULATING THE  
HANDLING OF CALIFORNIA RAISINS 

 

Telephone: 559-225-0520 
Fax: 559-225-0652 

Email: info@raisins.org 
Website: www.raisins.org 

 

2445 Capitol Street, Suite 200 • Fresno CA 93721-2236  
 

Circular No. 4    
2015/2016 Crop Year 

_____________________ 
 

TO:  Members, Alternates, and Packers 
 
SUBJECT: Terms & Conditions Applicable to the Merchandise Incentive Program (MIP) for Natural 

(sun-dried) Seedless Raisins 
 

The MIP is in effect for Natural (sun-dried) Seedless raisins from February 1, 2016 
through July 31, 2016. Countries eligible for this program are attached.  The program was 
recommended by the Raisin Administrative Committee on April 14, 2016

 

 and approved by USDA on 
__________________.   

  This program is authorized under Sections 989.53(a) and 989.67(b) of the Federal 
Marketing Order. 
 
  Please sign and return the attached Agreement for Voluntary Participation in the RAC 
Export Program for all Authorized Varieties (RAC-70). 
  
I. Period Covered:  Shipments – February 1, 2016 through July 31, 2016. 
 
II. Tonnage eligible - Natural (sun-dried) Seedless raisins produced from grapes grown in 

California and exported to countries eligible for MIP Program and exported during the period 
of this offer.   
 

III. Date for determining the MIP shall be the ocean on-board bill of lading date. Ships scheduled to 
sail during the period of this offer, but which are delayed due to weather or other uncontrolled 
circumstances, shall be accepted as having sailed during the period of this offer.  Packers shall 
notify the RAC, in writing, of any such delay in ship’s sailing which is the result of weather or 
other uncontrolled circumstances. Such notification shall be made within 15 calendar days 
following the close of the applicable shipping period.   

 
IV. Packers shall qualify for MIP by submitting a signed Handler Agreement (RAC-70); a trucker’s 

bill of lading identifying the varietal and pack style; an original

 

 ocean on-board bill of lading; or 
original non-negotiable copy of the on-board bill of lading; and, or arrange for exporters to 
provide such documents directly to the RAC.  Further documentation shall be required as the 
MIP Program develops or compliance verifications are requested, any one of the following 
forms is acceptable: USDA’s quality and condition certificate(s) (Form FV-146), USDA’s Report 
of Inspection(s) (Form FV-66) or Memorandum Report of Inspection for Processed Raisins 
(Form FV-489). 

DRAFT PROPOSED 
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All documents should be submitted to the RAC within 120 calendar days of the laden on-board 
date on the Ocean Bill of Lading. 
 

V. Packers who arrange for exporters to furnish Ocean Bills of Lading to the RAC, shall include 
the name(s) of the exporter(s) and the packer/exporter contract number(s) on their Bill of 
Lading. 

 
The exporter shall include the name(s) of the packer(s) from whom the raisins were purchased 
and the packer/exporter contract number(s) on each document or their cover letter for such 
documentation submitted to the RAC. 

 
VI. If an importer or foreign buyer transships raisins under the terms and conditions of this offer, 

to another country, the payment will be made based on the final destination.  
 
VII. If export documentation required to substantiate eligible exports is received by the RAC after 

120 days of the date of the on-board bill of lading date, no MIP payments will be made by the 
RAC and the documentation will be returned to the handler. Such cases may be appealed to 
the Executive Committee, within 120 days following the disbursement of the payment checks, 
to review the circumstances and justification for the delay in submission of documents.  

 
VIII. If a handler submits documentation for MIP program for the export of non-California raisins or 

non-California raisins blended with California raisins or non-authorized varietals, such handlers 
will be denied MIP payments on those shipments. The Committee shall announce the length of 
time such MIP payments will be denied if the violation is found to be intentional, at the time the 
denial is reviewed and such denial shall be subject to approval by the Secretary. 

 
IX. Any Handler who receives export tonnage returned by an importer for any reason will be 

charged back for the MIP payment previously made for that tonnage. Failure to notify the RAC 
President that product has been returned and an adjustment to the payment is needed, may 
also invoke denial of future MIP payments, until the RAC has been reimbursed.  

 
X. Handler shall allow verification of reports and records pursuant to Section 989.77 of the 

Federal Marketing Order and provide original documentation upon request by the President. 
 

Handler shall allow the Committee, through its duly authorized representatives, and USDA 
Inspection Service access to any container for export shipments for the purpose of verifying its 
contents. USDA certification of container contents may be requested by RAC. Samples also 
may be required. 
 

XI. Handlers must comply with all marketing order obligations, including assessments and 
reporting. 
 

A. The RAC will: 
 
1. Provide MIP Payments as per the terms of this offer upon submission of ALL

 

 required 
documentation for each export shipment or by agreed to policy if amended.  

2. Inform handlers, per instruction of the Secretary, of any ineligible importers or foreign buyers 
for which MIP Payments will be denied. 
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3. Provide verification letters to Handlers within 75 days of the close of the program.  Handlers 
will then have 45 days to respond and provide all required documents for any missing 
shipments. 

 
4. Obtain from Handlers who shall receive the verification letters, if other than President. 
 
B. Non-Compliance 
 
1. A handler found to be in non-compliance with program parameters (applying for export 

shipments containing non-California raisins, submitting fraudulent or altered documentation, 
etc.) by the RAC will not only be denied MIP reimbursement for the specific shipment, but will 
also be denied participation in the program (length of suspension will be determined by the 
RAC). Such violation will be reported to USDA for further action or remedy. 

 
Whenever the RAC President denies MIP payments due to non-compliance with 
this agreement and current Circular program parameters, the handler will have 
the right to appeal. The appeal process will consist of review by the RAC Executive 
Committee. If the denial were upheld, there would be recourse to appeal to the full 
Committee and then the Secretary. 
 
 
 

 
Raisin Administrative Committee 
 
 
 
Debbie Powell 
Interim President/General Manager 

 
 
 
Attachments 

• Agreement for Voluntary Participation in the RAC Export Programs for All Authorized 
Varietal Types (RAC-70) 

• Eligible Countries Tonnage Requirements 
 
 
DP/mj 



  OMB No. 0581-0178 

RAC-70 (Rev. 01/2014)  Destroy previous editions. 

RAISIN ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
2445 Capitol Street, Suite 200 
Fresno, California  93721 
Phone: (559) 225-0520 
 

AGREEMENT FOR VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION 

IN THE RAC EXPORT PROGRAMS FOR ALL AUTHORIZED VARIETAL TYPES 

 
Handler Acknowledgement 

 
I, the handler, have read and understand the foregoing terms and conditions and instructions in Circular No. _____, 
dated ____________, and agree to participate in the export programs.  
 
I, the handler, certify that all raisins exported for which an application is made under the export program are 100% 
in origin from grapes grown, processed, and packaged solely in the State of California and are of the authorized 
export programs varietals.   
 
I, the handler, further certify that only raisins produced in California, with RAC approval, are eligible for any export 
incentive program.  
 
I, the handler, agree to comply with the terms and conditions specified herein and in the applicable RAC Circular.   
 
Handler               

Handler Name    

Officer Name  Officer Title  

Signature  Date  

 
I, as the RAC President, acknowledge that I have received the handler’s acknowledgement and agree to comply with 
the terms and conditions. 
 
Raisin Administrative Committee (RAC) 

RAC President    

Signature  Date  

  
Please note:  These offers are made to approved raisin packers who have an RAC-5 on file and have signed 

the agreement for voluntary participation in the RAC Export Programs.  The RAC has no responsibility to 
notify exporters or foreign buyers of the terms of this offer or demand their submission of documentation.  Packers 
should notify their exporters and foreign buyers of the necessary terms and conditions of this offer and answer any 
questions they may have applicable thereto.  The RAC does not establish or address pricing between a handler and 
his importer. 

 
This report is required by law (7 U.S.C. 608d, 7 CFR 989.67).  Failure to report can result in a fine of $1,100 for each such violation, and each 
day during which such violation continues shall be deemed a separate violation. 

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a 
collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0581-
0178.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 12 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information.   
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political 
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 



2016 RAISIN ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE MERCHANDISE INCENTIVE PROGRAM 
FOR CALIFORNIA RAISINS 

 
 

COUNTRY:    ASEAN Region – Thailand, Singapore, Brunei, Malaysia, Vietnam &  
   Indonesia  
 
PERIOD:  February 1, 2016 – July 31, 2016 
VARIETIES:  Natural (sun-dried) Seedless 
 
MIP:   $25.00 minimum to $30.00
 

  maximum on RAC documented exports when; 

Exports to ASEAN Region are 2,800 packed tons or more during the period, each Importer shall 
earn an incentive payment of $25.00 per packed ton for each ton exported to them.  
Incentive shall be increased $2.50 per packed ton for each 100 tons over 2,800 tons with a 
maximum incentive of $30.00 per ton.  MIP paid to importer
 

. 

 
 
COUNTRY:    Hong Kong / China – P.R.C.   
 
PERIOD:  February 1, 2016 – July 31, 2016 
VARIETIES:  Natural (sun-dried) Seedless 
 
MIP:   $30.00
 

 minimum and maximum on RAC documented exports when; 

Exports to Hong Kong/China less than 1,500 packed tons receive an incentive of $0. 
Exports to Hong Kong/China are 1,500 packed tons or more during the period, each Importer 
shall earn an incentive payment of $30.00 per packed ton for each ton exported to them.  
Incentive shall be increased $0 per packed ton with a maximum incentive of $30.00 per ton.  
MIP paid to importer
 

. 

Shipments of California raisins from China to Japan will not qualify in this program. 
 
 
 
COUNTRY:    Korea   
 
PERIOD:  February 1, 2016 – July 31, 2016 
VARIETIES:  Natural (sun-dried) Seedless 
 
MIP:   $25.00 minimum to $30.00 maximum on RAC documented exports when; 
 
Exports to Korea are 2,250 packed tons or more during the period, each Importer shall earn an 
incentive payment of $25.00 per packed ton for each ton exported to them.  Incentive shall 
be increased $2.50 per packed ton for each 250 tons over 2,250 tons with a maximum 
incentive of $30.00 per ton.  MIP paid to importer
 

. 

  



2016 RAISIN ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE MERCHANDISE INCENTIVE PROGRAM 
FOR CALIFORNIA RAISINS 

 
 
COUNTRY:    Taiwan   
 

PERIOD:  February 1, 2016 – July 31, 2016 
VARIETIES:  Natural (sun-dried) Seedless 
 
MIP:   $20.00 minimum to $30.00 maximum on RAC documented exports when; 
 

Exports to Taiwan are 2,750 packed tons or more during the period receive an incentive 
payment of $20.00 per packed ton for each ton exported.  Incentive shall be increased $1.00 

 

per packed ton for each 100 tons over 2,750 tons with a maximum incentive of $30.00 per ton.  
Incentive funds earned by importers who are members of the TDFIA will be paid to the TDFIA.  
TDFIA to pro-rate cash incentives to TDFIA members.  To earn the maximum cash incentive, a 
minimum market share of 75% of California raisins must be reached.  Any percentage less than 
75% market share and the minimum required packed tons has been met, the cash incentive 
payment will be prorated.  

 
COUNTRY:  The Philippines 
 
PERIOD:  February 1, 2016 – July 31, 2016 
VARIETIES:  Natural (sun-dried) Seedless 
 
MIP:   $25.00 minimum to $30.00
 

  maximum on RAC documented exports when; 

Exports to The Philippines are 800 packed tons or more during the period, each Importer shall 
earn an incentive payment of $ 25.00 per packed ton for each ton exported to them.  
Incentive shall be increased $2.50 per packed ton for each 100 tons over 800 tons with a 
maximum incentive of $30.00 per ton.  
 

MIP paid to importer. 

  



2016 RAISIN ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE MERCHANDISE INCENTIVE PROGRAM 
FOR CALIFORNIA RAISINS 

 
 
COUNTRY:  Japan 
 
PERIOD:  February 1, 2016 – July 31, 2016 
VARIETIES:  Natural (sun-dried) Seedless 
 
MIP:   $ 17.50 minimum to $30.00  maximum on RAC documented exports when; 
 
Exports to Japan and exports through China to Japan less than 22,000 packed tons, or less 
than 80% share of the Japanese market receive an incentive of $0.  
Exports to Japan and exports through China to Japan that total 22,000 packed tons and 80% 
share of the Japanese market, receive an incentive payment of $17.50.  This incentive shall be 
increased $2.50 per packed ton for each 1,000 tons over 22,000 tons with a maximum 
incentive of $30.00 per ton. 
 
Incentive funds earned by importers who are members of the JDFIA will be paid to the JDFIA. 
 
Ocean B/L for shipments through China to Japan must show the following: 
 
1a.   Consignee box:  CRD/JDFIA members Name (person who is acquiring) 
1b.   Notify Party:  Chinese Importing Company name 
                                             OR 
2a.    Consignee box:  order of shipper (term used if they do not want to show actual name 

of shipper) 
2b.   Notify box:  Two names CRD/JDFIA & Chinese Importer   
 
In the event that re-cleaning begins on shipments through China to Japan by non-JDFIA 
members then the RAC and the JDFIA will meet to confer and determine a modification and 
solution to the current program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAP $ RAC $

JA UK GM SCAN ASEAN CH/HK KS TW MX
742,000     654,116      187,740  250,111 733,257 590,826 250,000 157,000  210,000 

45,000     41,500    
9,000      29,456    

302,000 
85,740    73,184    

348,000     65,000        

JA UK GM SCAN ASEAN CH/HK KS TW MX BR*+EVAL TOTAL
"MAP" 742,000     654,116     187,740  250,111 733,257 590,826 250,000 157,000  210,000 330,000    4,105,050    

RAC 348,000     65,000        85,740    9,000      73,184    302,000 29,456    45,000     41,500    -             998,880        
"Match" 348,000     65,000        85,740    9,000      73,184   302,000 29,456   45,000    41,500   250,000    1,248,880    

TOTAL 1,090,000  719,116     273,480  259,111 806,441 892,826 279,456 202,000  251,500 580,000    5,353,930    

*$330,000 = $250,000 Branded MAP funds, plus $80,000 Evaluations.  $250,000 spent by Packers to match Branded MAP funds.

RAC-Managed Promotions

2017/18 PROGRAM - Proposed submission to FAS
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