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National Organic Standards Board (NOSB)  
Executive Subcommittee (ES) Meeting Notes 

Friday, January 8, 2016, 1:00 pm ET  
 
Attending: Tracy Favre (TF), NOSB Chair; Tom Chapman (TC), NOSB Vice Chair & PDS Chair; Lisa de Lima (LD), 
NOSB Secretary & Materials/GMO ad hoc Chair; Harold Austin (HA), Handling Chair; Ashley Swaffar (AS), 
Livestock Chair; Zea Sonnabend (ZS), Crops Chair; Carmela Beck (CBe), CACS Chair; Colehour Bondera (CBo) - 
sitting in; Jean Richardson (JR) - sitting in; Calvin Walker (CW) - sitting in; Jennifer Taylor (JT) - sitting in. 
Absent: Miles McEvoy (MM)  
Staff: Michelle Arsenault (MA); Emily Brown Rosen (EBR); Paul Lewis (PL) 
  

Agenda 

• Approve notes of December 11, 2015  
• Chairs Report - TF 

o Sunset review timeline 
o Farewell to outgoing members 
o New NOSB members 
o New template for petitioned materials 

• Advisory Board Specialist (ABS) update – MA 
o New member orientation/training  
o Public comment webinars April 2016 – dates? 
o Fall 2016 meeting locations update 

• NOP news and update - PL 
• Subcommittee Reports (5 minutes each) 

o Handling (HS) - HA. 
o Materials/GMO ad hoc (MS/GMO) - LD.  
o Compliance, Accreditation, & Certification (CACS) - CBe.  
o Crops (CS) - ZS.  
o Livestock (LS) - AS. 
o Policy Development (PDS) - TC.  

• Additional Items  
• Adjourn 

 
Discussion 
 

• Notes of December 11 approved with no changes 
• Chairs Report – TF 

o Sunset review timeline. The group briefly discussed the proposal to adjust the timeline for 
sunset reviews, which would redistribute the reviews more evenly over 5 years. The Executive 
team officially requested that the project be added to the work agenda and anticipates a 
response from the NOP soon. There is broad support for this as it will better distribute the 
workload and resources, and make analyses more robust. A member noted that there will still 
be a 2-phase review process for sunset materials.  



o Farewell to outgoing members. The NOSB Chair thanked the outgoing members, whose terms 
end January 23. One of the outgoing members asked that the NOSB keep vigilant about organic 
research priorities, specifically NIFA’s Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI). The Board 
Chair requested that the member pass along any helpful information to the new Material’s 
Chair.   

o New NOSB members. The NOSB Chair spoke with all new members last week, and relayed their 
excitement and enthusiasm for being chosen to serve on the NOSB. The NOP will send the new 
Subcommittee rosters today, and the new members will sit in on calls next week if they are 
available. The NOSB Chair asked for feedback from the Subcommittee Chairs about the new 
assignments. 

o New template for petitioned materials. Two NOSB members developed a template for 
materials’ review that converts the current checklist format into narrative form based on OFPA 
criteria and the regulations. The template is considered an internal NOSB tool. The NOP will 
provide feedback on the template, then new templates will be disseminated ASAP. Templates 
will be used to guide analysis and will provide more robust justification for rulemaking. The 
NOSB Chair noted that standardization across all Subcommittees is also key.  

• Advisory Board Specialist (ABS) update - MA 
o New member orientation/training. The NOP is searching for a date for which all new members 

and NOSB officers can attend a training in DC. 
o Public comment webinars - April 2016. The group discussed potential dates for a public 

comment webinar(s) prior to the spring meeting. Members asked that the webinar be held the 
week prior to the meeting.  

o Fall 2016 meeting locations update. The fall 2016 meeting will be held in either St. Louis or 
Indianapolis in November 2016, after the 2016 Presidential election. Members emphasized their 
opposition to holding the meeting any later, as was originally proposed. 

• NOP news and update - PL 
o The NOP is working on several Federal Register notices including one for the five NOSB 

nominations (for terms beginning in 2017) and renewal of the NOSB Charter. The notice will also 
announce an open call for nominations so the Secretary has a pool of applicants for any 
unexpected vacancies.  

o There are several other projects and documents underway that are at various stages of 
completion: Guidance on Post Harvest Handling, Sound & Sensible resources, the 2016 NOSB 
training, and Classification of Materials guidelines.   

o The NOP will participate in a seminar next week on emerging technologies with a senior scientist 
from APHIS and the NOSB will likely have a panel on GMO technology at the April NOSB 
meeting.  

o A member asked about the status of the aquaculture rule, and if it would be published before 
the spring NOSB meeting. The document is in final clearance but the NOP is unsure when it will 
be completed and returned.  

o Either the NOP or EPA will present a report on Inerts at the spring NOSB meeting. The Inerts 
Working Group will hold a couple of calls before the spring meeting and will discuss this. 

o Animal welfare. This is a top priority and the NOP is working diligently to get it completed. 
Currently it is at the departmental level and not yet in clearance.  

o An outgoing member asked about adding a potential work agenda item looking at ways to 
address farm worker welfare and health. The CACS will discuss this on the next call and 
determine whether to submit a request to add it to the work agenda.  

• Subcommittee Reports (5 minutes each) 



o Handling (HS) - HA. The HS has 3 scheduled calls before the proposal deadline and is working on 
several documents for the spring 2016 NOSB meeting. This includes its review of the 2018 
sunset materials for which it is anticipating the draft guidance on materials’ classification. The 
HS Chair indicated that some of these materials may be impacted by this, but the Subcommittee 
does not want to change anything until the rule has been finalized. The NOP indicated that the 
guidance should be completed soon. The Subcommittee is waiting for several TR’s that are in 
development, and is also preparing to transition several materials to new members. The 
discussion on Packaging Materials will be deferred to the fall meeting because the TR is still in 
development. The group discussed a possible panel on carrageenan for the spring 2016 meeting, 
but would prefer to wait until the TR is available before deciding. The HS is waiting for a 
response for NOP regarding several other potential work agenda items, including marine plant 
extracts, nutrient vitamins and minerals, reclassification of magnesium chloride, and the 
cumulative health effects of phosphate food additives. A member noted the controversial 
nature of carrageenan, which may elicit media attention given that the meeting is being held in 
DC.  

o Materials/GMO ad hoc (MS/GMO) - LD. The MS has not met since the last Executive call. The 
group is working on the next draft of excluded methods terminology document.  

o Compliance, Accreditation, & Certification (CACS) - CBe. The CACS will meet next week and will 
discuss an update from the NOP regarding the Soil Assessment document. The Subcommittee 
has no other work agenda items at this time and asked for suggestions.  

o Crops (CS) - ZS. Crops is working on several new petitioned items, and is waiting for TRs for 
some. The Chair noted the receipt of a petition to amend calcium chloride at §205.602, which 
appears to be similar, if not identical, to the petition submitted in 2010. CS will discuss how to 
proceed. The Subcommittee had a brief discussion about the project on Contamination in Farm 
Inputs, and how to transition this to a new NOSB member. The project will be on hold until a 
new lead is identified and therefore it won’t be on spring 2016 agenda. The CS Chair submitted a 
formal request to add a project for an annotation change for newspaper. The previous TAP was 
from 1995, so the CS is requesting a new TR to glean information on the composition of inks and 
paper.  

o Livestock (LS) - AS. The LS is working on a number of projects including several petitioned 
materials for litter amendments for which they are waiting on a TR, as well as a petition for 
hypochlorous acid. All materials will be presented at the April 2016 meeting. The Subcommittee 
also has several annotation changes on the work agenda. The Crops Subcommittee will review 
hypochlorous acid after the LS completes its review and feels they will have adequate time to do 
so.  

o Policy Development (PDS) - TC.  The PDS has not met since last ES call but is meeting next week 
to discuss the PPM and public comments it received at the last NOSB meeting. The Sunset 
Material Review Timeline project will be added to the work agenda, as well as a revision of the 
member guide.  

• Additional Items. The NOSB Chair asked that the Subcommittee Chairs send her comments or 
suggestions for mentors for the new members so she can make assignments before the training at the 
end of February. ZS & HA volunteered to be mentors.  

• The meeting was adjourned  
Previous ES Notes 
 
Future call schedule: 
December 11, 2015 1:00 ET 
January 8, 2016 1:00 ET 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic/nosb/subcommittees/executive


February 12, 2016 1:00 ET 
March 11, 2016 1:00 ET 
April 8, 2016 1:00 ET 
May 13, 2016 1:00 ET 
June 10, 2016 1:00 ET 
July 8, 2016 1:00 ET 
August 12, 2016 1:00 ET 
September 9, 2016 1:00 ET 
October 14, 2016 1:00 ET 
November 11, 2016 1:00 ET 
December 9, 2016 1:00 ET 
 
 

 

 

Spring 2016 Milestones Target date 

New NOSB member orientation Feb 29, 2016 

NOP - Complete Spring 2016 NOSB meeting tentative agenda  Feb 10, 2016 

NOSB - Spring 2016 proposals due to NOP Feb 26, 2016 

NOP - Post proposals, Publish FRN, Open public comment Mar 8, 2016 

Discuss work agendas on ES call Mar 11, 2016 

Public comment webinars Apr 18, 2016 

Public comment closes Apr 6, 2016 

Work agendas finalized on ES call (last call before fall meeting) Apr 8, 2016 

NOP - Send compiled public comments to NOSB Apr 11, 2016 

Spring 2016 NOSB meeting – Washington, DC Apr 25 - 27, 2016 
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