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¡ndependent oairy Farmers vs. t'llvlpr and rDFAFrom: patricia pease
Ipease@ohi o. edu]
sent: Saturday, March 28, 2009 2:40 PM
TO: AGSEC -USDA
subject: rndependent oairy Farmers vs. rutupp and lope

To: tom vilsack, Secretary
Department of ngriculture

Dear Secretary Vilsack:

I have just read w'ith great interest an article in the tvlarch 26, 2009
edition of Athens News (Ãthens, oH) about an effort to margìnalizé the efforts
of local dairyman, warren taylor, to provide quality produèts, majnly
so-called class-1 fluid mì1k products throughout a region of ohio. ur. tay]or
began distributing these prodLcts in oecembér 2OO7 anã has enjoyed s'ignificant
success ìn bringing a quality of milk to consumers that is unparalleled by any
product availabfe ín sdveral generations. r've known lvarren fbr about 7 yêars',
and knew that he was a highly educated and skilled engineer of dairy
processìng methods. He is also a master raj chi teachèr, and r had enjoyed
beìng one of his students over a three year period.

when lvarren began the Snowville creamery enterprise some 15 months ago, we
were elated to have such a high quality alternative to hjghly processed,
commercjaily produced milk and could understand how the success of Snowville
creamery would build so quickly. Now comes word that the dairy lobbyists are
attempting to limit competition and provide "orderly marketing," a chil'ling
phrase by any standard, and essentially force independent dairy farmers to
prìce themselves completely out of the market.

ur, raylor's letter to you, dated ¡¿arch 25, 2009, outlines far more
comprehensively and eloquently than I could the situation that he and some 40
other orovider-handler dairvmen across the nation are facinq. we interested
citizehs - fellow ohioans añd beyond - and concerned human be'ings who all face
the import of corporatized food supp'l'ies, dw'indl'ing nutritional resources, and
degeneratìng health standards with ever deepening þessimìsm, are appealing to
you and your staff to bring down the efforts of the tlational tvlilk producers
Éederatjón (ru¡¡pr) and tntõrnational oairy roods Association (ropn) to wjpe
out dairy enterprises like snowville creamery.

I also have read with great interest your biography found on the usDA
website. notino vour traõk record as a äovernor-in'championino the
oossibiiities foi small farm orofitabilitv: for commitihq to ñealth care for
äll children in rowa; to enhahcement proqiáms in early cñildhood education and
the eradication of málnutrition amonq'thé vounqest of'our citizens. surely the
appeal of t{arren taylor would not faïl on ileaf'ears in 1ìght of such a trâck
record as yours.

we have a new adminjstration in washington, Dc that claims unprecedented
transoarencv and oÞenness in oovernance. r can onlv hooe that yôu and the uso¡
wjll äct swiftly tb reflect tñìs sty'le of govern'in(¡ by'show'ing a commitment to
quality of food- standards, to market fairness, and-to responsìveness to what
r^iill bênefit all citizens, young and old. rhió is not solbly about sav'ing Mr.
taylor and his 40-odd cohórts; ít's about mak'ing a long-term commitment to the
health of future generations.
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Respectful 1y submitted,

patricia Pease

patricia pease, D.M.
Associ ate Professor of l,,tusi c
co-chaì r. voice Division
oirector. pine ¡rts studv proqram in
ohio uniúersitv - school'of r,lúsic
371 Robert Gliilden uall
Athens, oH 4570L-2979
(740) 593-L672
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