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Ocean Shipping Container Availability Report  

A weekly publica on of the Agricultural Marke ng Service 

www.ams.usda.gov/oscar 
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The Ocean Shipping Container Availability Report (OSCAR) 
provides a weekly snapshot of the availability of marine 
shipping containers at 18 different intermodal loca ons for 
the westbound transpacific trade lanes. The data shows the 
availability for five types of equipment, including 20 and 
40  dry, 20 and 40  refrigerated, and 40  high‐cube 
containers, and provides es mates of equipment 
availability for the current week and projec ons two weeks 
out. The data are voluntarily provided to AMS by six 
members of the Transpacific Stabiliza on Agreement (TSA). 
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Na onal Overview 
   Week of July 15‐21, 2015 
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Na onal Overview 
  Week of July 15‐21, 2015 
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Na onal Overview 
    Week of July 15‐21, 2015 
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Charleston, SC 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   



Ocean Shipping Container Availability Report — July 15, 2015                      6 

Chicago, IL 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   



Ocean Shipping Container Availability Report — July 15, 2015                      7 

Cincinna , OH 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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Columbus, OH 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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Dallas, TX 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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Denver, CO 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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Houston, TX 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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Kansas City, MO 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   

Los Angeles/Long Beach, CA 
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Memphis, TN 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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Minneapolis, MN 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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New Orleans, LA 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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New York, NY 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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Norfolk, VA 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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Oakland, CA 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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Savannah, GA 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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Sea le, WA 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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Tacoma, WA 

Note:  “.” denotes no response from carriers.   
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Understanding this Report 
The weekly Ocean Shipping Container Availability Report (OCSAR) provides a snapshot of container availability for westbound 

transpacific trade lanes at select intermodal loca ons around the country.  The data presented in this report are gathered from 6 

member carriers in the Transpacific Stabiliza on Agreement (TSA).  The TSA carriers include COSCO, Evergreen, Hanjin Shipping, Hapag 

Lloyd, Yang Ming Transport Corpora on, and OOCL.     

 The data are es mates of container availability per week by the par cipa ng carriers.  The carriers determine container availability 

by comparing current supplies at each of the 18 intermodal loca ons with the demand for these containers based on up‐to‐date 

bookings or reserva on informa on in the westbound transpacific trade lane.   

 Each week, par cipa ng carriers report the es mated number of containers available for the current week (W1) as well as 

es mates for the subsequent 2 weeks (W2 and W3).   

 Maps on pages 2–4 offer a na onal overview of weekly container availability, as well as an average of availability over the past 6 

months.  The weekly na onal data are derived from the sum of the individual carrier responses at each intermodal loca on.   

 Individual carrier responses are presented by loca on on pages 6–23 and have been sorted from largest to smallest.  To maintain 

carrier confiden ality, specific carrier iden fica on is not provided. 

 Carrier responses showing nega ve numbers, such as ‐29, should be interpreted as meaning that 29 containers are needed by 

shippers but the carrier is not able to supply them.  A posi ve number, such as 64, would mean 64 containers are available that are 

not demanded.  An indica on of 0 means the carriers have the exact amount of containers needed based on current supply and 

demand es mates.   

 In addi on to the weekly container availability data, the par cipa ng carriers provide average weekly throughput data for the past 

6 months.  These data help readers understand the aggregate flow of containers that have moved through the 18 select loca ons 

by the 6 par cipa ng carriers over the previous 6 months.  These data will only be updated every 6 months.   

 Availability levels are subject to change, and may be affected by delays in return of equipment to carriers by shippers or consignees, 

and by free me restric ons imposed by railroads.  Due to the dynamic nature of the container industry, carriers cannot be held 

responsible for the level of availability at the me of inquiry. 

 Data presented in the report do not imply availability of chassis.   

 Container availability es mates represent availability for all export cargo, not just agricultural products. 

 USDA collects these data on a voluntary basis and cannot be held responsible for the status of container availability when a reader 

makes inquiry with an ocean carrier.  USDA relies on the par cipa ng ocean carriers to ensure the data is accurate.     

 Terminology:  

 20  Dry Container (20 ):  A standard shipping container that is 20 feet long.  

 40  Dry Container (40 ):  A standard shipping container that is 40 feet long.  

 40  High‐Cube (HC):  A shipping container which is 40 feet long and 9 feet, 6 inches tall (1 foot taller than a standard 40  dry 

 container). 

 40  reefer:  A refrigerated shipping container which is 40 feet long.   

 20  reefer:  A refrigerated shipping container which is 20 feet long. 

 Chassis:    A wheeled frame to which a shipping container can be locked for storage or movement.  (Plural chassis) 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimina on against its customers, employees, and applicants for employ‐

ment on the bases of race, color, na onal origin, age, disability, sex, gender iden ty, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, poli ‐

cal beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orienta on, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 

public assistance program, or protected gene c informa on in employment or in any program or ac vity conducted or funded by 

the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment ac vi es.)  

  

If you wish to file an employment complaint, you must contact your agency’s EEO Counselor (PDF) within 45 days of the date of 

the alleged discriminatory act, event, or in the case of a personnel ac on. Addi onal informa on can be found online at h p://

www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_file.html. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimina on, complete the 

USDA Program Discrimina on Complaint Form (PDF), found online at h p://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at 

any USDA office, or call (866) 632‐9992 to request the form. You may also write a le er containing all of the informa on requested 

in the form. Send your completed complaint form or le er to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adju‐

dica on, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250‐9410, by fax (202) 690‐7442 or email at pro‐

gram.intake@usda.gov.  

  

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabili es and you wish to file either an EEO or program complaint 

please contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877‐8339 or (800) 845‐6136 (in Spanish). Persons with disabili es 

who wish to file a program complaint, please see informa on above on how to contact us by mail directly or by email. If you re‐

quire alterna ve means of communica on for program informa on (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) please contact 

USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720‐2600 (voice and TDD).  

  

For any other informa on not pertaining to civil rights, please refer to the lis ng of the USDA Agencies and Offices for specific 

agency informa on.  
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