
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABELING 

Question:  What stores are 

required to comply with 

COOL? 

Answer: Retail stores li-

censed or subject to be 

licensed  as a “retailer” in 

section 7 U.S.C. 499a(b) 

under the Perishable Agri-

cultural Commodities Act of 

1930 are required to com-

ply with COOL. 

Retail Compliance - Fiscal Year 2013 
In 2013, Country of Origin Labeling (COOL) retail reviews were conducted in 

2,042 retail stores. The reviews were conducted in retail stores located in all 

50 states. Of the total retail reviews, 356 stores or 17%, had no findings.  The 

balance of stores reviewed, 1,686 retailers or 83%, were cited with at least 

one non-compliance.  The following graphs provide more detail regarding re-

tail compliance.    

  May 2014 

Graph 1: Describes the number of covered commodities that were reviewed for labeling 
compliance in FY 2013.  In all, 703,151 items were reviewed in 2,052 retail stores across the 
country. 



Contact Us For More Information on COOL  

COOL Division                     Email 
1400 Independence Ave, SW                 COOL@ams.usda.gov  
Room 2620-S, STOP 0216  
Washington, DC  20250-0216                Visit us on the web 
(202) 720-4486                      www.ams.usda.gov/cool 

Question:  What is the most 

recent change to COOL re-

quirements? 

Answer: Retailers are now 

required to include animal 

production steps for all mus-

cle cut covered commodities.  

Production steps include the 

place of birth/hatching, rais-

ing, and slaughter/harvest.  

In addition, commingling 

meat muscle cuts is no long-

er permitted. 

Graph 2: Describes the total number of non-compliance (NC) codes cited during FY 2013.  The 
majority, (68%) of the NC codes, were cited for NC 1 — No country of origin labeling.   

Graph 3: Describes the total number of non-compliance codes as a percentage by commodity 
category.  For 6 months following May 23, 2013, retailers were not cited for non-compliances for 
meat muscle cut covered commodities due to a period of education and outreach to industry 
stakeholders.   
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