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The Port of Philadelphia is located in the Mid-Atlantic region of the U.S. East Coast on the banks 
of the Delaware River. The port consists of a variety of specialized marine terminals that service 
containers, breakbulk cargo, automobiles, refrigerated and dry bulk products. Overall, the 

majority of agricultural cargo handled by the port is containerized. Philadelphia is one of the largest 
import ports in the United States and handles a large percentage of the nation’s meat and fruit 
imports that arrive both in containers and bulk vessels. The port serves inland customers via two Class 
I railroads, CSX, and Norfolk Southern.     

Philadelphia, PA
Export/Import Profile
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Exports

In 2017, the Port of Philadelphia ranked 18th for containerized waterborne agricultural exports. The 
port moved more than 155,000 metric tons of agricultural export cargo in 2017; 62 percent required 
refrigeration. The commodities with the largest volume were meat and prepared grocery items, 
representing approximately 47 percent and 13 percent of the port’s agricultural exports, respectively. 
The top shipping lines Hamburg Sud, Sealand, Maersk, and Mediterranean Shipping, moved about 
93 percent of the port’s agricultural export cargo. The top destination markets were Australia, New 
Zealand, and Colombia.  

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through Philadelphia, PA, 2017
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U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through Philadelphia, PA, 2017
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Commodity Metric Tons Share U.S. Share

Meat  72,922 47% 3%

Grocery items  20,172 13% 1%

Animal feed  9,854 6% 0%

Vegetables  8,205 5% 0%

Cocoa; beans, liquor  6,606 4% 52%

Candy, confections  4,191 3% 1%

Dairy products  3,603 2% 0%

Non-alcoholic beverages  2,068 1% 0%

Grenadine, syrups  2,012 1% 4%

Leaves, moss, pollen  1,929 1% 6%

Other  23,804 15%  

Total 155,367 100% 0.1%
Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through Philadelphia, PA, 2017
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Commodity Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share

Meat  72,688  5,564 47% 3%

Grocery items  20,132  2,125 13% 1%

Animal feed  9,835  1,042 6% 0%

Vegetables  8,205  443 5% 0%

Cocoa; beans, liquor  6,606  562 4% 52%

Candy, confections  4,191  589 3% 3%

Dairy products  3,592  406 2% 0%

Non-alcoholic beverages  2,051  190 1% 0%

Grenadine, syrups  2,012  127 1% 13%

Leaves, moss, pollen  1,929  192 1% 6%

Other  23,775  2,126 15%  

Total 155,015 13,365 100% 0.4%
Source: IHS Markit/PIERS
*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

Top Destination Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports  
Through Philadelphia, PA, 2017

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

U.S. Containerized Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through Philadelphia, PA, 2017
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Imports

The Port of Philadelphia moved more than 3.5 million metric tons of agricultural import cargo in 
2017 approximately 61 percent of these cargoes moved in containers. Nearly half, 49 percent, of the 
port’s agricultural imports required refrigeration.  Wine, meat, bananas, and other fruits were the top 
agricultural imports through Philadelphia. The port moved 42 percent of the total U.S. waterborne 
meat imports and 30 percent of waterborne wine imports. The port’s top shipping lines were 
Mediterranean Shipping, Sealand, and Hamburg Sud. The top origin countries were Canada, Chile, 
Australia, and New Zealand.  

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through Philadelphia, PA, 2017

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

Shipping Line Metric Tons Share

Hamburg Sud  45,121 29%

Sealand  39,890 26%

Maersk  34,802 22%

Mediterranean Shipping  23,605 15%

Hapag Lloyd Line  6,627 4%

Other  5,322 3%

Total  155,367 100%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

Top Shipping Lines Moving U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports  
Through Philadelphia, PA, 2017
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U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through Philadelphia, PA, 2017
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Commodity Metric Tons Share U.S. Share

Wine  1,093,194 31% 30%

Meat  433,273 12% 42%

Fruit  401,828 11% 17%

Bananas  286,931 8% 5%

Cocoa; beans, liquor  255,629 7% 63%

Sugar  168,079 5% 8%

Non-alcoholic beverages  107,761 3% 3%

Mandarin oranges  106,365 3% 39%

Pineapple  92,821 3% 8%

Oranges  58,021 2% 26%

Other  515,249 15%

Total  3,519,151 100% 8%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through Philadelphia, PA, 2017
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Commodity Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share
Meat  433,273  29,398 20% 42%

Fruit  382,051  36,378 18% 19%

Bananas  272,500  27,448 13% 6%

Non-alcoholic beverages  107,761  5,434 5% 4%

Mandarin oranges  104,483  8,736 5% 44%

Pineapple  89,465  8,462 4% 9%

Cocoa; beans, liquor  80,239  6,262 4% 35%

Wine  66,689  4,289 3% 3%

Sugar  63,552  3,795 3% 14%

Oranges  53,821  4,334 3% 29%

Other  490,181  38,663 23%

Total  2,144,015  173,199 100% 6%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS
*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

Top Origin Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports  
Through Philadelphia, PA, 2017

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

U.S. Containerized Agricultural Imports Through Philadelphia, PA, 2017
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Shipping Line Metric Tons Share

 Mediterranean Shpg  616,909 18%

 Sealand  412,892 12%

 Hamburg Sud  398,531 11%

 Thenamaris (Ship Management)  371,052 11%

 American Eagle Tankers Inc Ltd  226,425 6%

 Teekay  177,776 5%

 Unicargo Trasnportges Mbh  159,831 5%

 Maersk  153,510 4%

 Delmonte Fruit  135,969 4%

 Hapag Lloyd Line  131,418 4%

 Other  734,838 21%

 Total  3,519,151 100%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

Top Shipping Lines Moving U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports  
Through Philadelphia, PA, 2017


