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The Port of New York/New Jersey is located in the U.S. northeast and is the largest port (by 
volume) on the east coast moving nearly 80 million metric tons of cargo in 2016. The port has 
six container terminals which moved more than 6.7 million twenty-foot equivalent units in 2017. 

The majority of agricultural traffic through the port is containerized. In June 2017, the port authority, 
in conjunction with local officials, completed the multi-year project to raise the Bayonne Bridge which 
allowed the industry’s newer, mega-ships access to additional marine terminals.   

New York/New Jersey
Export/Import Profile
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Exports

In 2017, the Port of New York/New Jersey moved more than 1.3 million metric tons of agricultural 
exports making it the 15th largest port in the nation for total waterborne agricultural exports, and 
8th for containerized waterborne agricultural exports.  Approximately 98 percent of these products 
moved in containers. The commodities with the largest volumes were soybeans, grocery items, 
and animal feed, representing approximately 49 percent of the port’s agricultural exports. The top 
shipping lines included Mediterranean Shipping, CMA-CGM, and Zim Israeli Navigation; the top 
destination markets were Indonesia, China, United Kingdom, and the Netherlands.

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through New York/New Jersey, 2017
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Commodity Metric Tons Share U.S. Share

Soybeans  284,674 22% 1%

Grocery items  242,663 18% 7%

Animal feed  122,186 9% 1%

Dairy products  87,424 7% 11%

Meat  67,071 5% 3%

Non-alcoholic beverages  49,515 4% 5%

Grain products, bread, flour  42,749 3% 0%

Vegetable oils  42,384 3% 5%

Candy, confections  35,267 3% 10%

Beer, ale  34,856 3% 8%

Other  304,072 23%  

Total 1,312,863 100% 1%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

Commodity Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share

Soybeans  284,648  19,243 22% 8%

Grocery items  241,425  32,888 19% 8%

Animal feed  121,739  11,461 9% 2%

Dairy products  87,271  8,376 7% 11%

Meat  66,865  5,966 5% 3%

Non-alcoholic beverages  49,228  4,841 4% 6%

Grain products, bread, flour  42,679  3,784 3% 4%

Candy, confections  35,123  5,046 3% 27%

Beer, ale  34,683  3,560 3% 8%

Vegetables  27,898  2,170 2% 1%

Other  301,452  29,546 23%  

Total 1,293,010 126,881 100% 4%
Source: IHS Markit/PIERS
*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through New York/New Jersey, 2017

U.S. Containerized Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through New York/New Jersey, 2017
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Top Destination Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports  
Through New York/New Jersey, 2017

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

Shipping Line Metric Tons Share

Mediterranean Shipping  306,017 23%

CMA-CGM  124,551 9%

Zim Israeli Navigation  103,831 8%

Hapag Lloyd Line  102,131 8%

NYK Line  94,482 7%

Maersk  83,351 6%

Evergreen  79,278 6%

APL  38,599 3%

COSCO  37,584 3%

K Line  34,851 3%

Other  308,188 23%

Total  1,312,863 100%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

Top Shipping Lines Moving U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports  
Through New York/New Jersey, 2017
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Imports

The Port of New York/New Jersey ranked 1st for U.S. waterborne agricultural imports in 2017 moving 
over 8.8 million metric tons of agricultural products. Approximately 90 percent of these commodities 
moved in containers. Non-alcoholic beverages, wine, and beer were the top three agricultural imports 
and accounted for 28 percent of the total. New York/New Jersey moved 32 percent of the total U.S. 
waterborne non-alcoholic beverage imports and 35 percent of beer imports. The port’s top shipping 
lines included Mediterranean Shipping, Maersk, and Hapag Lloyd; the top origin countries were Italy, 
China, and France. 

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through New York/New Jersey, 2017

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS
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Commodity Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share
Non-alcoholic beverages  841,249  59,913 11% 29%

Beer, ale  715,274  59,177 9% 35%

Wine  708,008  68,566 9% 35%

Grocery items  552,691  60,856 7% 33%

Vegetables  411,637  34,648 5% 28%

Coffee  378,968  23,913 5% 23%

Rice  299,275  23,078 4% 27%

Candy, confections  264,050  30,692 3% 39%

Bitters, spirits, liquor  242,008  23,736 3% 38%

Shrimp, prawns  224,950  22,696 3% 34%

Other  3,332,661  279,891 42%

Total  7,970,770  687,167 100% 23%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS
*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

Commodity Metric Tons Share U.S. Share

Non-alcoholic beverages  1,003,095 11% 32%

Wine  797,700 9% 22%

Beer, ale  715,274 8% 35%

Grocery items  553,010 6% 31%

Coffee  435,169 5% 18%

Vegetables  411,637 5% 26%

Rice  299,275 3% 27%

Candy, confections  264,064 3% 38%

Bitters, spirits, liquor  242,012 3% 38%

Shrimp, prawns  224,950 3% 34%

Other  3,883,637 44%

Total  8,829,822 100% 19%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through New York/New Jersey, 2017

U.S. Containerized Waterborne Agricultural Imports  
Through New York/New Jersey, 2017
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Top Origin Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports  
Through New York/New Jersey, 2017

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

Shipping Line Metric Tons Share

 Mediterranean Shpg  1,944,948 22%

 Maersk  802,917 9%

 Hapag Lloyd Line  799,570 9%

 CMA-CGM   657,052 7%

 OOCL  390,072 4%

 Evergreen  388,769 4%

 APL  364,236 4%

 Hamburg Sud  344,321 4%

 ZIM Israeli Navigation  310,934 4%

 COSCO  273,827 3%

 Other  2,553,177 29%

 Total  8,829,822 100%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

Top Shipping Lines Moving U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports  
Through New York/New Jersey, 2017


