
1

The Port of Long Beach is located on the southern California coastline. When combined with its 
sister port, Los Angeles, the two ports form the busiest container port complex in the country. 
Each year Long Beach handles nearly 2,000 vessel calls with more than 82.3 million metric tons of 

cargo including more than 6.8 million twenty-foot equivalent units. The port moves a wide variety of 
cargo including petroleum products, electronics, plastics, furniture, clothing, chemicals, waste paper, 
and food products. The port stands as one of the major gateways for Asian markets.     

Long Beach, CA
Export/Import Profile
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Exports

In 2017, The Port of Long Beach ranked 9th in the nation for total waterborne agricultural exports, and 
2nd for containerized waterborne agricultural exports. The port moved nearly 4.6 million metric tons 
of agricultural exports—over 98 percent of these cargoes moved in containers. The top commodities 
were animal feed and soybeans, representing approximately 50 percent of the port’s agricultural 
exports. The top shipping lines were Mediterranean Shipping, OOCL, and Maersk; the top destination 
markets were China, Indonesia, and South Korea.  
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Commodity Metric Tons Share U.S. Share

Animal feed  1,606,649 35% 15%

Soybeans  694,416 15% 1%

Meat  300,846 7% 11%

Cotton  262,941 6% 15%

Grocery items  256,056 6% 8%

Grain products, bread, flour  248,639 5% 1%

Hides and skins  189,832 4% 27%

Non-alcoholic beverages  135,843 3% 13%

Edible nuts  123,153 3% 9%

Dairy products  95,864 2% 12%

Other  650,025 14%  

Total 4,564,265 100% 3%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

Commodity Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share

Animal feed  1,605,502  133,067 36% 22%

Soybeans  692,970  49,262 15% 19%

Meat  299,228  25,934 7% 11%

Cotton  261,145  25,545 6% 15%

Grocery items  255,269  27,649 6% 8%

Grain products, bread, flour  248,350  17,543 6% 21%

Hides and skins  189,180  12,438 4% 27%

Edible nuts  122,330  11,801 3% 9%

Dairy products  95,553  7,389 2% 12%

Bulbs and seeds  80,287  5,709 2% 12%

Other  638,522  59,218 14%  

Total 4,488,337 375,555 100% 13%
Source: IHS Markit/PIERS
*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through Long Beach, CA, 2017

U.S. Containerized Waterborne Agricultural Exports Through Long Beach, CA, 2017
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Shipping Line Metric Tons Share

Mediterranean Shipping  990,021 22%

OOCL  570,049 12%

Maersk  467,372 10%

COSCO  356,125 8%

Hyundai Merchant Marine  329,181 7%

CMA-CGM  320,284 7%

K Line  264,052 6%

MOL  243,999 5%

SM Lines  195,070 4%

Yang Ming Marine  136,725 3%

Other  691,386 15%

Total  4,564,265 100%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

Top Shipping Lines Moving U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports  
Through Long Beach, CA, 2017

Top Destination Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Exports  
Through Long Beach, CA, 2017
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Imports

The Port of Long Beach moved over 2.3 million metric tons of agricultural import cargo in 2017—
approximately 98 percent of these cargoes moved in containers. Non-alcoholic beverages and wine 
were the top agricultural imports representing about 23 percent of agricultural imports through 
Long Beach. The port’s top shipping lines included Mediterranean Shipping, Hamburg Sud, and ANL 
Container Line; the top origin countries were China, New Zealand, and Chile.

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through Long Beach, CA, 2017
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Commodity Metric Tons *TEU Share U.S. Share
Non-alcoholic beverages  382,267  27,092 16% 13%

Fruit  160,749  16,074 7% 8%

Beer, ale  155,858  14,601 7% 8%

Grocery items  150,871  18,674 6% 9%

Meat  135,676  8,964 6% 13%

Wine  114,632  13,082 5% 6%

Frozen fish  92,668  9,175 4% 9%

Canned fish  84,445  5,374 4% 29%

Vegetables  79,995  9,345 3% 5%

Herbs & spices  70,995  6,119 3% 13%

Other  901,648  87,483 39%

Total  2,329,804  215,982 100% 7%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS
*Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)

Commodity Metric Tons Share U.S. Share

Non-alcoholic beverages  382,267 16% 12%

Wine  169,265 7% 5%

Fruit  160,749 7% 7%

Beer, ale  155,858 7% 8%

Grocery items  150,871 6% 9%

Meat  135,706 6% 13%

Frozen fish  92,683 4% 9%

Canned fish  84,445 4% 24%

Vegetables  79,995 3% 5%

Herbs & spices  70,995 3% 13%

Other  901,650 38%

Total  2,384,484 100% 5%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through Long Beach, CA, 2017

U.S. Containerized Waterborne Agricultural Imports Through Long Beach, CA, 2017
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Shipping Line Metric Tons Share

 Mediterranean Shpg  858,980 36%

 Hamburg Sud  223,229 9%

 ANL Container Line  183,845 8%

 OOCL  160,926 7%

 Hapag Lloyd Line  128,737 5%

 Hyundai Merchant Marine  99,602 4%

 COSCO  96,306 4%

 Maersk  96,024 4%

 Pacific Intl Line (PTE) Ltd  63,782 3%

 Polynesia Lines Ltd  63,016 3%

 Other  410,037 17%

 Total  2,384,484 100%

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS

Top Shipping Lines Moving U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports  
Through Long Beach, CA, 2017

Top Origin Countries for U.S. Waterborne Agricultural Imports  
Through Long Beach, CA, 2017

Source: IHS Markit/PIERS
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