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Billings.LPGMN@ams.usda.gov 

  
CATTLE:  Receipts: 15,363;   Last Week: 8,739; Last Year: 7,894.   Compared to last week: Feeder steers 400-650 lbs unevenly steady, 650-
850 lbs steers mostly 2.00-4.00 higher. Feeder heifers 450-750 lbs unevenly steady. Quality was mixed ranging from average and plain to 
very attractive. Many long strings of home raised one iron calves were on offer this week. Buyers showed the best demand for heavy weight 
calves as they continue to want to buy calves that will finish as quickly as possible, as CME contracts show lower prices later in the year. 
Despite the recent improvement in calf prices buyers continue to show some reserve as they bid on cattle. This was most obvious as opening 
bids were often dropped in order to get cattle started. Market activity mostly moderate. Weigh up cows sold on mostly good to very good 
demand as packer buyers were very aggressive as they pushed to fill needs. Winter ice storms that affected much of the plains states last 
week continue to provide an added benefit to cow prices in Montana, as packers are forced to look for cattle outside of the Plaines states in 
order to fill needs. Slaughter cows mostly 2.00-3.00 higher. With packer buyers pushing to own the majority of cows in the offering, feeding 
buyers were forced to pay higher prices as well. Packer buyers pushed the vast majority of cows into the upper 50's. This pushed feeding 
cows as much as 5.00 higher in places. Slaughter bulls unevenly steady. Bulls sold higher earlier in the week, but by late week with packers 
had filled needs for the week and prices dropped off significantly. Several sales offered high quality bred stock. With many buyers on hand at 
all sales this week bred stock sold on mostly good demand. Very good demand was seen for aged cows that could be run for one last year. 
Offerings consisted of 59 percent feeder cattle, 7 percent slaughter cows, near 1 percent slaughter bulls, 9 percent feeding cows and bulls and 
cows returning to the country, balance bred cows, heifers, and pairs.   http://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/bl_ls754.txt      

 

MONTANA WEEKLY FEEDER CATTLE WEIGHTED AVERAGES 
Feeder Steers Medium and Large 1 Feeder Heifers Medium and Large 1 

Weight Range This Week Year Ago Weight Range This Week Year Ago 
300-400 lbs. 200.00-210.00 222.00-260.00 300-400 lbs. 154.00-157.00 184.00-195.00 
400-500 lbs. 160.00-192.50 204.00-231.00 400-500 lbs. 141.50-155.00 159.50-196.00 
500-600 lbs. 144.00-166.50 175.00-205.50 500-600 lbs. 129.00-149.25 144.50-177.50 
600-700 lbs. 134.00-152.25 152.00-175.00 600-700 lbs. 120.50-143.00 135.00-164.00 
700-800 lbs. 127.00-137.00 146.00-164.00 700-800 lbs. 102.50-128.25 131.00-146.50 
800-900 lbs. 123.00-128.75 143.00-152.00 800-900 lbs. 120.25-125.00 125.00-130.25 
900-1000 lbs. 120.00-125.50 137.00-142.00 900-1000 lbs. 113.50-119.00 126.00 

 

Weekly Medium and Large 1  500-700 lb. Feeder Steer Price Weekly Medium and Large 1  700-900 lb. Feeder Steer Price 

  
 

Weekly Montana Slaughter Cow and Bull Prices  Average Dressing 
 Percent Lean This Week Last Year 

Breakers 75-80 59.50-63.50 69.00-74.00 
Boners 80-85 56.00-62.00 68.00-76.00 
Lean 85-90 54.00-59.50 65.00-72.50 
Bulls YG 1-2 74.00-81.00 97.00-104.50 

 
Feeding Bulls: 1260-2070 lbs  73.00-88.00. Feeding Cows and Cows Returning to the Country:  2 yrs old 798-1335 69.00-114.00, Heifers 
765-1370 lbs 86.00-119.50. 3 yrs old 808-1455 lbs 67.75-101.00. Young 955-1575 60.00-73.00. Middle Aged 1010-1845 lbs 56.00-70.25. Aged 
1000-1617 lbs 53.00-65.00, very thin 46.00-54.00. Bred heifers: Medium and large 1 calving before May 15th 949-1197 lbs 1,325.00-1,550.00, 
fancy red angus package 1,635.00, calving May-June 958-1045 lbs 1,050.00-1,150.00. Medium and large 1-2 calving before May 15th 983-998 
1,250.00-1,300.00. Medium 1 809-895 lbs 1,075.00-1,175.00, Red angus cross package AI bred 895 lbs 1,325.00. Bred cows: 3-4 yrs old 
Medium and large 1 calving before May 15th 1021-1545 lbs 1,400.00-1,600.00,  Fancy packages 1,700.00-1,710.00, calving May-June 965-1065 
lbs 1,160.00-1,310.00, Calving July-Aug 1173 lbs 1075.00. Medium and large 1-2 calving before May 15th 1161-1187 lbs 1,250.00-1,300.00. 3-
6 yrs old Medium and large 1 calving Before May 15th 1108-1556 lbs 1,400.00-1,525.00, calving May-June 1436 lbs 1,175.00, calving July-Aug 
1240 lbs 1,085.00. 5-6 yrs old Medium and large 1 calving before May 15th 1146-1284 lbs 1,300.00-1,575.00, Calving May-June 1,110 lbs 
1,085.00. Medium and large 1-2 calving before May 15th 1255 lbs 1,050.00. Middle aged (Solid mouth) Medium and large 1 calving before May  
15th 1211-1650 lbs 1,160.00-1,400.00, Non legible tattoos 1,185.00. Medium and large 1-2 calving before May 15th 1222-1350 lbs 985.00- 
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1,150.00. Mixed Middle age and Aged (Solid and Broken mouth) Medium and large 1 1220-1487 lbs 1,025.00-1,100.00. Non legible tattoos 1359 
lbs 1,010.00. Medium and large 1-2 1233-1298 lbs 975.00. Aged (Broken mouth) Med and large 1 calving before May 15th 1169-1760 lbs 900.00-
1,075.00, calving in July-Aug 815.00. Med and large 1-2 1153-1433 lbs 725.00-950.00, calving in July-Aug 1338 lbs 785.00, 1152 lbs 57.00 cwt. 

 
 

MONTANA SHEEP MONTHLY SUMMARY 
 

 

SHEEP  1/16/17 
Receipts:  2,221;   Last sale (Dec 12):  3,099;    Year Ago:  2,068.   
Compared to Sale (Dec 12):  All feeder lambs sold mostly 5.00-
10.00 lower, with the exception of 70-80 lbs lambs which sold 
15.00-20.00 lower. Ethnic market buyers purchased mostly 
small lot offerings this sale and were very aggressive as they 
bid on these offerings to send to harvest. Traditional market 
buyers were not very aggressive with each other this sale. With 
ethnic buyers not willing to make large lot purchases, lambs 
selling into traditional market channels sold lower. Lamb quality 
this sale was mostly average. With hard winter conditions seen 
across the inner Mountain west, weigh up conditions were very 
good today and flesh conditions were very light on all lambs on 
offer. Market activity this sale was mostly moderate. Slaughter 
ewes sold sharply higher on all offerings with most prices 15.00-
20.00 higher. Ethnic demand for slaughter ewes was very 
strong this sale and only strengthened thought the day. Demand 
for kid goats was very good this sale as prices sold mostly 
sharply higher, with most sales 18.00-20.00 higher, with 
instances of 30.00 higher seen at times. Quality was very good 
this sale with many powerful boar cross kids on offer. Ethnic 
demand also aided this market helping create strong 
competition for all goats on offer. Sheep receipts were 18 
percent slaughter ewes and bucks, 14 percent slaughter lambs, 
68 percent feeder lambs, balance ewes returning to the country 
and breeding stock. Goat receipts were 90 percent kids, 2 
percent nannies, less than 1 percent feeder kids, balance billies 
and weathers and replacement goats. Sheep comprised 88 
percent of all receipts while goat comprised 12 percent. All 
sheep and goats sold on a per cwt basis, all breeding stock sold 
on a per head basis unless otherwise noted. The Next sale will 
be Jan 30th 2017, with a bred special.  

www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/BL_LS350.txt 
 
 

FEEDER LAMBS M&L 1-2 SLAUGHTER EWES 
70-80 lbs 180.00-196.00 Good (2-3) 78.00-83.75 
80-90 lbs 181.00-191.00 Good (3-4) 67.00-78.00 

90-100 lbs 167.00-171.00 Utility (1-2) 76.00-84.00 
100-110 lbs 158.00-168.00 Cull (1) 70.50-84.00 
110-120 lbs 143.00-145.00 --- --- 

 

 
 

 

 

Ewes returning to the country: Yearling 125-140 lbs 104.00-120.00. 
Slaughter bucks: Hair sheep 190-203 lbs 78.00-85.00, Young age 187 lbs 
89.50, High dressing 183 lbs 81.00, Average dressing 170-275 lbs 66.00-
78.00, Low dressing 195-270 lbs 62.50-66.00. 

 

HAY:  1/20/17  Compared to last week: Alfalfa hay sold generally steady this week. Warm weather has allowed for snow to melt and producers 
to uncover hay stacks to fill committed deliveries, as well as sell some hay to meet immediate needs. Hay continues to move at a good pace as 
feeders are feeding up hay in order to keep cows in good body condition. While hay is moving faster than in recent years, supplies remain 
moderate in most locations. With milder weather expected for the next few days buyers hope to move more hay supplies while the weather 
permits. Demand for straw remains good as winter has been extremely harsh across much of the state. All prices are dollars per ton and FOB 
unless otherwise noted. Alfalfa: Supreme: Small squares, 200.00; Large Squares, 135.00. Premium: Large squares, 115.00-120.00; Small 
squares, 200.00 Retail. Good: Large squares, 105.00-140.00; 150.00-165.00 Retail; Large rounds, 115.00-130.00; Small squares, 120.00-150.00. 
Fair: Large squares, 85.00-130.00; Large rounds, 100.00-115.00; Small Squares, 120.00. Utility Large rounds, 65.00-80.00. Grass/Alfalfa: 
Premium: Large rounds, 150.00; Small squares, 150.00-160.00. Good: Large rounds, 120.00-150.00; Large squares, 145.00; Small squares, 
120.00-150.00. Fair: Large rounds, 105.00-120.00. Grass: Good: Large rounds, 100.00-110.00. Fair: Large rounds, 90.00-100.00. Utility: Large 
rounds, 80.00. Timothy Grass: Premium: Small squares, 210.00-240.00; Large rounds, 120.00-125.00. Good: Large rounds, 110.00-120.00. 
Barley straw: Large squares, 35.00-45.00. Large rounds, 30.00-40.00. Small squares, 50.00-65.00. Wheat straw: South central Montana Large 
squares, 30.00-35.00. Wheat Hay: Large rounds, 70.00. www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/bl_gr310.txt 
 
GRAIN: 1/20/17 Compared to 1/13/17, Winter Wheat closed .04  to .26 cents per bushel lower; Spring Wheat closed .05 to .22 cents per 
bushel lower; Feed barley closed steady.   www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/bl_gr110.txt 
 

MONTANA WEEKLY GRAIN PRICES 
 12 Percent Winter Wheat 14 Percent Spring Wheat Feed Barley/CWT 

Billings Area 3.91-4.26 5.40-5.55 --- 
    

Great Falls 4.10-4.32 5.38-5.79 4.50-4.75 
    

Northeast MT 3.62-3.92 4.81-5.41 --- 
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