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CATTLE:  Receipts: 9,279; Last Week: 3,439; Last Year: 9,542 Compared to last week: Feeder steers 600-750 lbs sold mostly 3.00-5.00 higher. All 
other steers were too lightly tested to develop an accurate market trend, however higher undertones were noticed. Feeder heifers 450-700 lbs sold 
mostly steady to 4.00 higher. All other heifers were too lightly tested to develop an accurate market trend, however firm undertones were noticed. 
Demand was mostly light to moderate on light offerings. Quality this week was mixed with quality ranging from average and plain to attractive. Receipts 
continue to be light this week as winter weather is making it difficult to get calves to town. CME contract prices traded lower most of the week as 
contacts lost, Friday through this Friday 1.495 for the March, 1.05 for the April and 0.575 for the May. Friday’s settlements were 122.075, 122.45 and  
121.80 for the March, April and May contracts respectfully. Weigh up cows sold on mostly good demand for light offerings. Packer buyers showed strong 
demand for cows for immediate harvest this week. Slaughter cows sold mostly 2.00-3.00 higher, on a similar quality offering to last week. Fleshy 
breaking cow offerings were heavy this week, however packers showed light demand for these offerings as they were just shy of premium white. The 
majority of these offerings returned to feed this week, with both packer and feeding buyers purchasing these offerings. Cattle that were not on feed 
were very limited this week and packer buyers purchased these offerings for immediate harvest. Feeding cows were too lightly tested to trend. Slaughter 
bulls offered mostly low yielding conditions this week and packer buyers discounted bulls accordingly. Slaughter bulls sold generally steady. A heavy 
offering of bred stock was seen this week as both Public Auction Yards and Billings Livestock commission both had bred specials. Over 5,000 head of bred 
cows and heifers sold. These offerings sold on mostly good demand for heavy offerings. Quality was mostly very attractive and buyers showed strong 
demand for both young age cows as well as older cows that could be run one last year. Offerings this week consisted of 36 percent feeder cattle, 5 
percent slaughter cows, near 0 percent slaughter bulls, 5 percent feeding cows and bulls and cows returning to the country, balance bred cows, heifers, 
and pairs.  http://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/bl_ls754.txt      

 
 

MONTANA WEEKLY FEEDER CATTLE WEIGHTED AVERAGES 

Feeder Steers Medium and Large 1 Feeder Heifers Medium and Large 1 

Weight Range This Week Year Ago Weight Range This Week Year Ago 

300-400 lbs. na 222.50-238.00 300-400 lbs. 145.00-150.00 205.00-218.00 

400-500 lbs. 160.00-180.00 205.00-220.00 400-500 lbs. 137.00-151.50 176.00-205.00 

500-600 lbs. 144.00-161.50 177.00-209.00 500-600 lbs. 130.00-142.00 156.00-180.00 

600-700 lbs. 134.00-145.00 157.00-181.00 600-700 lbs. 120.00-136.00 138.50-158.00 

700-800 lbs. 123.00-134.50 147.00-163.00 700-800 lbs. 116.00-124.50 132.00-144.50 

800-900 lbs. 120.25-122.00 142.50-145.00 800-900 lbs. na na 

900-1000 lbs. 115.00 135.00-137.00 900-1000 lbs. 110.50 na 
 

Weekly Medium and Large 1  500-700 lb. Feeder Steer Price Weekly Medium and Large 1  700-900 lb. Feeder Steer Price 

  

 

Weekly Montana Slaughter Cow and Bull Prices  Average Dressing 

 Percent Lean This Week Last Year 

Breakers 75-80 57.50-59.50 73.50-78.00 

Boners 80-85 57.00-62.00 71.50-78.00 

Lean 85-90 55.00-62.00 70.50-76.00 

Bulls YG 1-2 77.00-80.00 95.00-99.00 

Feeding Bulls: 1160-2000 lbs  73.00-85.00. Feeding Cows and Cows Returning to the Country: Coming 2 yrs old 915-1133 lbs 94.00-112.00, Heifers 2 yrs old 
and coming 3 770-1155 lbs 84.00-115.50. Coming 3 yrs old 770-1340 lbs 70.00-112.00. Young 955-1310 lbs 61.00-86.00, on feed 1532-1551 lbs 56.50-59.00, 
exposed 1027-1130 lbs 84.00-85.00. Middle Aged 1283-1760 lbs 58.50-61.50, on feed 56.75-59.00. Aged 1323-1344 lbs 57.50-60.50, on feed 54.00-57.00, 
very thin 56.50. Bred Heifers: Medium and Large 1 calving before May 15th 990-1220 lbs 1,300.00-1,610.00, mostly 1,425.00-1,550.00, May-June calving 
985-1200 lbs 1,085.00-1,300.00, July-Sept calving 985-1103 lbs 1,100.00-1,150.00. Bred cows: 3-4 yrs old Medium and large 1 calving before May 15th 
1090-1495 lbs 1,450.00-1,750.00,-1,400.00, Calving in May-1223-1375 lbs 1,225.00-1,460.00. 5-6 yrs old Medium and large 1 calving before May 15th 1298-
1565 lbs 1,285.00-1,550.00. Middle aged (Solid mouth) Medium and large 1 calving before May 15th 1287-1608 lbs 1,225.00-1,425.00.  Aged (Broken 

mouth)  Medium and large 1 calving before May 15th 1298-1443 lbs 960.00-1,175.00. 

mailto:Billings.LPGMN@ams.usda.gov
http://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/bl_ls754.txt


 

 

SHEEP  1/30/17 
Receipts:  5,116;   Last sale (Jan 16):  2,221;    Year Ago:  2,964.   
Compared to Sale (Jan 16):  All feeder lambs sold 10.00-15.00 
higher, with the exception of 80-89 lbs lambs which sold mostly 
5.00 higher. Demand for all lambs on offer was good to very 
good on moderate offerings. Quality this sale was mostly 
attractive. Several long strings of replacement quality ewe 
lambs were offered this sale and these lambs were met with 
very good demand. Market activity this sale was mostly active. 
Many ranchers were at this sale as this was the annual bred 
ewe special and offerings of bred stock were heavy with over 
2,500 head of bred ewes. Ranchers showed good demand for 
long strings of ewes off ranches with dispersions. Demand for 
all ewes increased as the sale pushed into the afternoon as 
ranchers continued to show strong interest as supplies 
dwindled. Slaughter ewes were very lightly tested this sale as 
demand from ranchers wanting to purchase ewes to return to 
the country was very good. Slaughter ewes were too lightly 
tested to develop an accurate market trend, however lower 
undertones were noticed. Ethnic demand continues to drive this 
ewe market, however demand was not as strong this sale as 
last sale. Slaughter kids experienced much of the same demand 
issues as slaughter ewes. Demand for slaughter kids was 
mostly good. Slaughter kids sold steady to 10.00 lower. Quality 
this sale was average to attractive, however overall quality was 
not as strong this sale as it was last month. Sheep receipts were 
4 percent slaughter ewes and bucks, 0 percent slaughter lambs, 
38 percent feeder lambs, balance ewes returning to the country 
and breeding stock. Goat receipts were 64 percent kids, 7 
percent nannies, less than 23 percent feeder kids, balance 
billies and weathers and replacement goats. Sheep comprised 
94 percent of all receipts while goat comprised 6 percent. All 
sheep and goats sold on a per cwt basis, all breeding stock sold 
on a per head basis unless otherwise noted. The Next sale will 
be March 6th 2017.  
www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/BL_LS350.txt 

 
 

FEEDER LAMBS M&L 1-2 SLAUGHTER EWES 

70-80 lbs 184.00-202.00 Good (2-3) 62.00-71.00 

80-90 lbs 184.00-195.00 Good (3-4) 65.00 

90-100 lbs 175.00-185.50 Utility (1-2) 66.00-72.00 

100-110 lbs 168.00-173.50 Cull (1) 60.00-74.00 

110-120 lbs 162.00-168.50 --- --- 
 

 
 

 

 

Ewes returning to the country: Young 148 lbs 72.00, young bred 158-164 
lbs 76.00-86.00. Mixed middle aged-Aged 133-198 66.00-75.00, 217-295 
lbs 56.00-60.00.  
 
Slaughter bucks: 185-280 lbs Average dress 59.00-65.00, low dess 46.00-
53.00. 

 

HAY:  2/10/17 Compared to last week: Alfalfa hay sold fully steady this week on all classes of hay. Demand continues to be mostly good on light 

to moderate supplies. Another week another snow storm, this seems to be the story week in and week out as cattlemen across the state continue 
to burn through hay supplies. Hay supplies have begun to tighten in many locations across the state. Drought revenged areas in the eastern half 
of the state show strong demand for hay as they put up limited supplies this summer. Large shipments of hay continue to be delivered to this 
region as a result. Ranches across the state are searching for round bales as round supplies have tightened. In many classes round bales are  
selling at the same money or a premium to squares. Prices for straw remains steady on very good demand. All prices are dollars per ton and 
FOB unless otherwise noted. Alfalfa: Supreme: Small squares, 200.00; Large Squares, 135.00. Premium: Large squares, 115.00-120.00; Small 
squares, 200.00 Retail. Good: Large squares, 105.00-140.00; 150.00-165.00 Retail; Large rounds, 120.00-140.00; Small squares, 120.00-150.00. 
Fair: Large squares, 95.00-130.00; Large rounds, 110.00-130.00; Small Squares, 120.00. Utility Large rounds, 80.00-95.00. Grass/Alfalfa: 
Premium: Large rounds, 150.00; Small squares, 150.00-160.00. Good: Large rounds, 120.00-150.00; Large squares, 145.00; Small squares, 
120.00-150.00. Fair: Large rounds, 105.00-120.00. Grass: Good: Large rounds, 100.00-110.00. Fair: Large rounds, 100.00. Utility: Large rounds, 
90.00. Timothy Grass: Premium: Small squares, 210.00-240.00; Large rounds, 120.00-125.00. Good: Large rounds, 110.00-120.00. Barley 
straw: Large squares, 45.00-65.00; Large rounds, 45.00-65.00; Small squares, 50.00-65.00. Wheat straw: South central Montana Large 
squares, 35.00-50.00.Northern Montana Large squares, 45.00-50.00; Large rounds, 45.00-50.00. Wheat Hay: Large rounds, 70.00. 
www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/bl_gr310.txt 
 

GRAIN: 2/10/17 Compared to 2/03/17, Winter Wheat closed .13 to .20 cents per bushel higher; Spring Wheat closed .12 cents to .14 cents 

per bushel higher; Feed barley closed steady.   www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/bl_gr110.txt 
 

MONTANA WEEKLY GRAIN PRICES 

 12 Percent Winter Wheat 14 Percent Spring Wheat Feed Barley/CWT 

Billings Area 4.19-4.45 5.32-5.47 --- 
    

Great Falls 4.28-4.49 5.55-5.74 4.50-4.75 
    

Northeast MT 3.65-4.21 4.90-5.29 --- 
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