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Negotiated wholesale prices for graded loose caged eggs reversed the recent downward 
trend and have begun a slow rise.  Demand is light to moderate for moderate to available 
offerings and mostly moderate supplies. Trading is slow to moderate.  Wholesale prices 
for national trading of trucklot quantities of graded, loose, white Large shell eggs 
increased $0.04 to $0.40 per dozen with fully steady undertone. The wholesale price on 
the New York market for formula trading of Large cartoned shell eggs delivered to retailers 
closed the week steady at $0.74 per dozen after earlier losses with a steady undertone. In 
the major Midwest production region, wholesale prices for Large, white, shell eggs 
delivered to warehouses entered the week down $0.25 to $0.68 per dozen with a weak 
undertone while the price to producers for Large cartoned shell eggs was down to $0.50 
per dozen. The California benchmark for Large shell eggs decreased $0.18 to $1.14 per 
dozen with a weak undertone. Delivered prices on the California-compliant wholesale 
loose egg market increased $0.21 to $0.79 per dozen with a fully steady undertone. 
Demand, offerings, and supplies all vary on slow to moderate trading.   
 
Retail featuring of shell eggs maintains the active pace from the prior week with an 
increased focus on organic shell eggs types,  Featuring of conventional caged eggs 
increases slightly and the average ad price gained $0.12 to $1.53 per dozen. Featuring of 
UEP-certified cage-free shell eggs slows by half with a shift in focus to white-shelled 
offerings. The average ad price decreased $0.45 to $2.18 per dozen.  Features of non-
organic cage-free eggs shifts to free-range and pastured types, marking a strong level of 
promotion for pastured over the last two ad cycles.  Organic shell eggs see a sharp rise in 
advertising and are the most promoted types this cycle with a lesser focus on organic 
pastured shell eggs.  Featuring of caged, white-shelled nutritionally-enhanced shell eggs 
slows but remains at a fairly active level.        
 
Overall stocks of shell eggs available for marketing at the start of the week declined a half 
percent and the national inventory of Large class shell eggs gained one percent. The 
inventory of Large shell eggs in the Midwest increased just over 10% and the inventory 
share of Large class shell eggs rose one percent to a 49.5% share of all shell egg stocks on 
inventory at the start of the week. Stocks of cage-free eggs decreased nearly 3.5% while 
supplies of nutritionally-enhanced eggs drew down sharply, down 20% from the prior 
week in response to active retail featuring.  Organic egg stocks declined 4% as supplies 
cleared to support active retail promotions. The inventory of breaking stock was down 3% 
as breakers stepped up production coming out of the holiday period.   
 
The average national wholesale price for breaking stock firmed to end the week 
unchanged at $0.13 per dozen with a fully steady undertone. Demand improves to a light 
to moderate level for moderate to available offerings and moderate to heavy supplies. 
Processing schedules are operating at record production levels and trading is slow to
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Wkly National Negotiated Loose Shell Egg (LG, WH, f.o.b. dock, cents/doz.) v. Egg Production
Price

Source: USDA AMS L&P Livestock, Poultry, and Grain Market News

Egg Production

This Week's Retail Large Shell Egg Feature Summary
Advertised Prices to Consumers at Major Retail Supermarkets

Caged Acitvity Price Acitvity Price

   conventional 598 1.53 - - - -

   nutritionally-enhanced 1,469 3.28 - - - -

Cage-Free - Non-Organic
   barn/aviary 1,266 2.07 80 3.91

   nutritionally-enhanced -- -- 606 3.83

   free-range - - - - 1,556 4.94

   pastured - - - - 3,128 6.03

USDA Organic
   organic - - - - 1,978 4.30

   free-range - - - - 379 5.21

   pastured - - - - 922 8.04

includes 12 and 18 packs combined; prices weighted by store count.
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Average Annual Demand Index
4.5 -1.5 2.9 -5.1

https://uepcertified.com/
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 moderate . The volume of eggs processed over the past week increased 12.7% and the 
share of weekly table egg production increased 4% to 37%. This is the largest weekly 
volume processed on record.  Cage-free stock  accounted for 38% of eggs processed last 
week, unchanged in share. Production of whole egg increased 9% while production of 
whites was up 27% and yolk just over 16.5%. Dried egg production increased 11% and 
production of inedible egg rose 8%. Breaking yields without inedible improved a third of 
a pound to 41.16 pounds per case broken. 
 
Wholesale prices for certified liquid whole eggs are slightly lower on a thin test with a 
steady undertone on moderate to good demand for light to moderate offerings. Supplies 
are moderate and trading is moderate to active. Wholesale prices for frozen whole eggs 
are too few to publish and last quoted at $0.67 per pound as are prices for frozen whites 
last quoted at $0.74 per pound. The undertone is steady on moderate to good demand 
for moderate offerings and supplies. Trading is moderate to active. Prices for dried whole 
eggs are too few to published and last quoted at $6.52 per pound as are prices for dried 
yolk last quoted at $6.75 per pound.  Dried albumen remains untested. The undertone is 
weak with moderate to good demand for light to moderate offerings and supplies.  
Trading is moderate to active.  
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Weekly Eggs Processed (30-dozen cases in millions) v. National Breaking Stock Price (cents/doz)

Eggs Processed Breaking Stock Price

Source: USDA AMS L&P Livestock, Poultry, and Grain Market NewsSource: USDA AMS L&P Livestock, Poultry, and Grain Market News

39.5 50.0 67.5 71.5 153.0

national index producer delivered
warehouse

delivered store
door

  retail on ad

Shell Eggs Market Price Comparisons 
(as of January 16, 2026)

(National Index on a loose-egg basis, all other prices for 
cartoned eggs; LG White avg prices in cents per dozen) 

Producer, warehouse, & store door = MW; retail no sale NY market; 
retail on sale Nat'l Retail Feature; loose eggs include minimal material 

costs.

sector markup
27% 35% 6%

loose carton carton carton carton

prior
current

Key Egg Markets Overview Recent History

16-Jan % Change 9-Jan 2-Jan 26-Dec 19-Dec 12-Dec
SHELL EGGS (Large, White, conventional in cents per dozen)

National, loose (negotiated; f.o.b. dock prices) 39.52 10% 35.93 58.80 73.35 101.19 145.22
California-compliant, loose, (negotiated delivered) 79.02 37% 57.77 77.88 92.00 110.50 179.00
Midwest, cartoned (formula sales; dlvrd to warehouse) 67.50 -27% 92.50 110.50 132.50 188.50 231.50
New York, cartoned (formula sales; dlvd to store) 72.00 -3% 74.00 100.00 117.00 139.00 185.00

California-compliant, cartoned, benchmark 114.00 -14% 132.00 145.00 186.00 245.00 291.00

National Retail Shell Egg (avg. ad price in dollars per dozen)

Conventional Caged, Large, White 1.53 9% 1.41 2.86 2.39 2.39 2.08

UEP Cage-Free, Large, Brown 2.18 -17% 2.63 3.22 3.21 3.16 3.36

EGG PRODUCTS (f.o.b. shipper dock prices)
Breaking Stock (negotiated; dlvd prices cents per doz) 13.25 2% 13.00 19.25 27.75 51.25 97.25
Whole Frozen Egg (dollars per pound ) 0.67 0% 0.67 1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25
Whole Dried Eggs (dollars per pound) 6.52 0% 6.52 8.64 8.64 9.52 9.52

Processed Share of Weekly Shell Egg Production 37.3% 4.5% 32.8% 30.8% 34.5% 33.8% 34.2%

SHELL EGG DEMAND INDICATOR (no units) -12.0 -5.7 -6.3 -1.0 -2.6 -8.4 -6.1

Source: USDA AMS Livestock, Poultry, and Grain Market News; "n/a" = not available.

Key Shell Egg Markets Snapshot - 2026
(Large, White, Conventional Shell Eggs in cents per dozen) 16-Jan Change 09-Jan
National, loose (negotiated; f.o.b. dock prices) 39.5 10% 35.9 58.8 02-Jan 32.6 13-Jan

California-compliant, loose, (negotiated delivered) 79.0 37% 57.8 79.4 06-Jan 57.8 09-Jan

Midwest, cartoned (formula sales; dlvrd to warehouse) 67.5 -27% 92.5 110.5 02-Jan 67.5 09-Jan

New York, cartoned (formula sales; dlvd to store) 72.0 -3% 74.0 100.0 02-Jan 72.0 12-Jan

California-compliant, cartoned, benchmark 114.0 -14% 132.0 145.0 02-Jan 114.0 08-Jan

Breaking Stock (negotiated; dlvd prices cents per doz) 13.3 2% 13.0 19.3 02-Jan 11.5 13-Jan

Whole Frozen Egg (dollars per pound ) 0.67 0% 0.67 1.25 02-Jan 0.67 09-Jan

Whole Dried Eggs (dollars per pound) 6.52 0% 6.52 8.64 02-Jan 6.52 09-Jan

Natl Average Retail Ad Price - Conventional caged 1.53 9% 1.41 2.86 02-Jan 1.41 09-Jan

Natl Average Retail Ad Price - UEP Cage-free2
2.18 -17% 2.63 3.22 02-Jan 2.18 16-Jan

Shell Egg Demand Indicator -12.0 -5.7 -6.3 -1.0 02-Jan -12.0 14-Jan
1 mostly high;  2 non-organic

2026 High 2026 Low


