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The Transition to Organic Partnership Program (TOPP) was formed through cooperative agreements between the USDA and non-profit
organizations and invested $100 million from 2022-2026 to provide technical assistance and support for transitioning and existing
organic farmers. As of June 30, 2026, groups involved with TOPP hosted over 3,100 events during the life of the program and provided
technical assistance to around 7,600 people. The program led to the creation of 4,100 mentorship pairs, which represents 158,000 acres
of farmland transitioning to organic, 88,100 of these acres are now certified organic. The TOPP initiative ended on September 30, 2026,
though participating organizations plan to continue providing support for new and transitioning farmers. To find out more about these
organizations, or find helpful resources visit the TOPP website at the following link:

https://www.organictransition.org/

At Arizona State University, the Swette Center for Sustainable Food Systems launched a new mentorship program, as a follow up to
TOPP, named Kernel, on October 1. Kernel is working with regional partners previously involved with TOPP, to support mentoring
relationships, and to provide assistance for transitioning farmers. The program plans to support the growing organic industry and provide
opportunities for future generations of farmers. To learn more about Kernel, visit:

https://www.grow-organic.org/

The USDA AMS National Organic Program (NOP) provides an email notification service, the Organic Insider, to send out updates to the
organic community. The NOP Organic Insider from September 25th discussed a publication in the Federal Register titled National Organic
Program: Notice of Intent to Extend and Revies a Previously Approved Information Collection (2027). This publication is requesting
approval from the Office of Management and Budget to collect necessary information for the Organic Foods Production Act and for the
enforcement of organic regulations. The public is welcome to make comments regarding the accuracy or necessity of information
collected through November 24, 2026.

To learn more from Organic Insider, view archives, or register to receive updates by email visit:
https://www.ams.gov/reports/organic-insider
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