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METHANE REDUCING FEED
Researchers from the University of New Hampshire and in Maine collaborated on a study regarding the usage of methane-reducing 
seaweed feed by organic dairy farms. During the study, researchers conducted a four-month feed trial, feeding 22 cows a diet with feed 
composed of 6 percent red seaweed harvested locally in Maine. This resulted in a 13.9 percent reduction in methane production and no 
change in milk production or quality. The researchers also surveyed 35 organic dairy farmers in Maine regarding the feed and found that 
farmers were primarily concerned with labor shortages, infrastructure problems, and rising costs. Farmers were less concerned with 
climate change, and respondents felt seaweed feed would need to be cost-effective and provide additional benefits for them to consider 
including it as part of their cows' diet. 

ORGANIC COW AUCTION PRICES
In a recent report from a Pacific Northwest livestock auction, the top 10 organic cull cows traded lower than conventional cull cows, 
while the overall average for organic cull cow prices traded higher than the overall average for conventional cull cows. The average price 
for the top 10 organic cows auctioned was $129.48 per hundredweight, compared to an average price of $141.99 per hundredweight for 
auctioned top 10 conventional cows. The average weight for the top 10 conventional cows was 1688.0 pounds compared to 1394.0 
pounds for the top 10 organic cows. The overall price for organic cows auctioned was $120.95 per hundredweight with an average 
weight of 1191.5 pounds, while the overall price or conventional cows auctioned was $115.98 per hundredweight and had an average 
weight of 1267.0 pounds.

NATIONAL ORGANIC GRAIN FEEDSTUFF
Compared to last period, trade activity and demand was moderate on light demand. Corn sold 26 cents higher delivered elevator, with 
forward contracts to deliver Q2 2024 through Q2 2025. Organic feed soybean trade activity and demand was light to moderate. 
Soybeans sold 70 cents lower delivered elevator with forward contracts delivering Q2 2024 through Q3 2025. There were no comparable 
trades on organic feed wheat with forward contracts from Q2 2024 through Q3 2024. Trade was inactive on all other organic grains. The 
next available report will be Wednesday, May 1, 2024.
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