
WILD RICE 
 
Acquisition Method:   Invitation for Bid  
Description:   12-3J14-17-S-0429 
Number:   2000004956 
Issued date:   August 28, 2017, by 1300 Central Time 
Offers due:   September 5, 2017, 0900 Central Time 
Award Notification   September 7, 2017, by 1500 Central Time 
Public Release of Award: September 8, 2017, by 1500 Central Time 
 
*****NEW*****NEW*****NEW*****NEW*****NEW*****NEW*****NEW***** 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture/Agricultural Marketing Service/Commodity 
Procurement Staff-Kansas City (AMS) in this Invitation for Bid (Solicitation) hereby 
invites offers to sell WILD RICE, Traditionally-harvested (WRTH) for USDA/Food 
Distribution Programs on Indian Reservations. AMS is seeking a total quantity of 15,000 
pounds. All WRTH procured under this Solicitation will be delivered to Paris Brothers, 
8800 NE Underground Drive, Kansas City, Missouri 64161. The WRTH supplied under 
this Solicitation must be mechanically parched using only wood. The WRTH shall be in 
25/1-pound packages. The WILD Rice may be from Harvest/crop year 2016.  
*****NEW*****NEW*****NEW*****NEW*****NEW*****NEW*****NEW***** 
 
1. Solicitation Information Contact: 
Monday through Friday, except Federal Holidays, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. CST. 
  
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 
Commodity Procurement Staff - Kansas City (CPS-KC) 
Contracting Branch 
Mail Stop 8718 
PO Box 419205 
Kansas City, MO 64141-6205 
 
Mara Whitaker, Contracting Officer’s Representative 
Telephone: 816 926 6063 
Email: Mara.Whitaker@ams.usda.gov 
 
Alternate Contacts: 
Jeffrey F. Jackson, Senior Contracting Officer 
Telephone:  816 926 2612 
Email:  Jeffrey.Jackson@ams.usda.gvo 
 
2. AMS Commodity Procurement Internet Address:  
http://www.ams.usda.gov/selling-food 
 
3. This Acquisition is: 
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   /X/ Unrestricted 
  // Set-Aside for: 

// Small Business (100 percent) in accordance with FAR 19.502-2.  Any concern 
proposing to furnish a product that it did not itself manufacture must furnish the product 
of a small business manufacturer. 
// 8(a) Program (-0- pounds) noncompetitive letter RFP only  
// Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business SDVOSB (-0- pounds) 
noncompetitive, letter RFP only  
// Indian Incentive Program in accordance with FAR Subpart 26.1.  

 
NOTICE OF SMALL BUSINESS SET-ASIDE 
If specified in the solicitation, certain quantities are set aside exclusively for small business firms 
under the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 631, et seq.). 
 
Bids received for these set-aside quantities from firms who are not small business concerns will 
not be considered. 
 
NOTICE OF INDIAN INCENTIVE PROGRAM 
In accordance with Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Subpart 26.102 Policy (Policy) the 
Indian Incentive Program will apply. The Policy states: 
 

“Indian organizations and Indian-owned economic enterprises shall have the maximum 
practicable opportunity to participate in performing contracts awarded by Federal 
agencies. In fulfilling this requirement, the Indian Incentive Program allows an incentive 
payment equal to 5 percent of the amount paid to a subcontractor in performing the 
contract, if the contract so authorizes and the subcontractor is an Indian organization or 
Indian-owned economic enterprise.” 

 
4. NAICS Codes/Size Standards:   
See Master Solicitation for Commodity Procurements at 
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/MSCP.pdf 
 
5. Delivery Type: F.O.B. Destination 
 
6. Submission of offers: 
A.  WBSCM Help Desk Information 

To obtain assistance using WBSCM, please contact the WBSCM Level 1 Help desk at any of 
the following: 
-telephone: 877-WBSCM-4U or 877-927-2648 
-email: WBSCM.servicedesk@CACI.com 
-Web form link on WBSCM Portal: https://cacifedramp.service-now.com/wbscm/ 
 
You need to have the following information available when contacting the WBSCM Level 1 
Help Desk: 
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-Company’s Business Partner (BP) number: (if available) 
-Company Name: 
-Contact Name: 
-Phone Number: 
-E-mail Address: 
-Identify that you are a Domestic Vendor 
-Identify that you do business with AMS. 
-Identify the deadline; date and time, for the Solicitation you need assistance with from the 
help desk. 
 
Level 1 Help desk hours are Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. central time.   
 
The WBSCM system is off-line Sunday evenings from 4:00 PM to Midnight central time. 
Unplanned outages will be communicated through the WBSCM system. 

 
B.  WBSCM Offer Information 
Only one bid price may be submitted for an item number. 
 
C.  Plant Location Requirement.  
Plant location and the Place of Performance in Federal Acquisition Regulations provisions 
52.214-14 (Apr 1985) and 52.215-6 (Oct 1997) shall match. Representations and Certifications 
are available online at the System for Award Management at website www.SAM.gov.  
 
D.  Supplier Agreement Requirement. 
If the offer is for product the offeror will not itself manufacture, offeror shall, by the offer due 
date/time, submit the corresponding supplier agreement to, Attention: Contracting Officer at the 
solicitation information contact address shown in this solicitation. The supplier agreement shall 
be in effect between the offeror and the product manufacturer for the period of contract 
performance; certify compliance with the applicable solicitation requirements, contain the DUNS 
number for the product manufacturer, be on the product manufacturer's company letterhead, and 
be signed by both parties.  
 
A prospective contractor may be required to provide written evidence of a proposed 
subcontractor’s responsibility. The Contracting Officer may directly determine a prospective 
subcontractor’s responsibility. 

E. Business Size/Type Designation for Subcontracting. 
An offer from a small business to supply manufactured products of small and large businesses 
shall be divided and submitted separately using separate WBSCM logon IDs. An offer from a 
farmer-owned cooperative large business to supply manufactured products of both a small 
business and other than small (i.e., farmer-owned cooperative large business or large business) 
shall be divided and submitted separately using separate WBSCM logon IDs. See information 
below. 
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Examples: 
If offeror business size is small business and the manufactured product is subcontracted to a 
small business then the WBSCM size designation is small business. 
 
If offeror business size is small business and manufactured product is subcontracted to a Farmer-
owned Cooperative large business or a large business then the WSBCM size designation is large 
business. 
 
If offeror business size is large business and manufactured product is subcontracted to a small or 
a large business then the WBSCM size designation is large business  
 
F. Offshore Items. 
Items for delivery to offshore locations require the contractor to arrange and pay for ocean 
transportation in addition to the land transportation. Offshore examples are Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Offshore locations are identified by the cities and postal 
abbreviations shown at the level 3 Item data.  
 
7. Invoices: 
The contractor shall use the invoicing function in WBSCM. All invoice documents shall 
reference the WBSCM Purchase Order (PO) Number and PO Item Number, the Sales Order 
(SO) Number and SO Item Number or Purchase Requisition (PR) and PR Item Number. The 
System for Award Management at the website www.SAM.gov is used for payment purposes.  
The contractor is responsible for controlling the accuracy of its business information.   
 
8. Shipment/Delivery Schedule: 
September 16-30, 2017 
 
See Schedule of Supplies for period of performance. A WBSCM Purchase Order will be 
available at least seven (7) calendar days prior to the first day of each period of performance 
scheduled in the contract. The Contractor shall comply with the instructions in the WBSCM 
Purchase Order. If a WBSCM Purchase Order is available less than seven (7) calendar days prior 
to the first day of the contracted period of performance, the performance period shall be extended 
by the number of days the WBSCM Purchase Order was not available. The Contractor shall not 
be entitled to any extension of the performance period unless it furnishes evidence satisfactory to 
the Government that it was prepared to perform during the contracted period of performance. 
 
9. Other Requirements: 
A.  Bidders shall meet the Qualification Requirements in the Master Solicitation for Commodity 
Procurements (MSCP) at https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/MSCP.pdf 
 
B.  Contractor Past Performance Evaluation is applicable for contracts exceeding the simplified 
acquisition threshold of $150,000.  
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10. Commodity Requirements 
In accordance with WILD Rice Commercial Item Description A-A-20378 and the Wild Rice 
Commodity Requirements Document (WR1) the Wild Rice procured under this Solicitation shall 
be: 
 
Type I or II:   Wild rice (Zizania palustris L. or Zizania aquatica)  
Growing condition 1:  Lake and/or river grown  
Harvesting a:   Hand harvested  
Processing 2):   Mechanically parched 
 
Note: WILD Rice that is mechanically parched shall be parched using only wood. 

The Wild Rice Commercial Item Description is available at https://www.ams.usda.gov/grades-
standards/cids. The Wild Rice Commodity Requirements Document is available at 
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Commodity%20Specifications%20for%20Tr
aditionally%20Harvested%20Wild%20Rice%20June%202016.pdf 
 
WARRANTY   
The Wild Rice, from the 2016 harvest year, must have a shelf –life of 18 months from the date of 
manufacture. 
 
STORAGE  
Wild Rice shall be stored in a freezer at temperatures not exceeding 32 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Wild Rice stored at an ambient temperature will not be warrantied.  
 
QUALITY ASSURANCE  
In accordance with Wild Rice Commercial Item Description A-A-20378 (CID) and the Wild 
Rice Commodity Requirements Document (WR1 CRD) the quality of the Wild Rice shall be 
assured by testing and a Certificate of Conformance. 
 
In the Analytical Requirements of the CID replace Section 7 with:  

 
Testing of the Wild Rice shall be completed in accordance with customary commercial 
practices.  
 

In the Quality Assurance of the CID Section 10 the following applies: 
 

Manufacturer’s/distributor’s certification:  
The manufacturer/distributor must certify via a Certificate of Conformance or 
other adequate documentation (in accordance with customary commercial 
practices) that the Wild Rice distributed meets or exceeds the requirements of this 
CID.  
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Contractors shall notify the Government immediately of lots that fail to meet 
contract requirements.  
 

WEIGHT REQUIREMENTS 
The permissible variation shall be limited to 0.5% decrease. This decrease shall apply to the 
WBSCM Purchase Order item quantity (i.e. net weight).  

11. FAR and Agriculture Acquisition Regulation (AGAR) Provisions and Clauses: 
In the event of a conflict between WBSCM and Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 
terminology, FAR terminology shall take precedence. 
 
A. This solicitation shall be subject to the terms and conditions of the Master Solicitation for 
Commodity Procurements (MSCP) in effect as of the date of this solicitation. See attached 
MSCP. The FAR and AGAR provisions and clauses applicable to this solicitation are contained 
in the MSCP and this solicitation. 
 
B. Additional FAR and AGAR Clauses: 
 
52.203-2 Certificate of Independent Price Determination (Apr 1985)  

(a) The offeror certifies that—  

(1) The prices in this offer have been arrived at independently, without, for the purpose of 
restricting competition, any consultation, communication, or agreement with any other 
offeror or competitor relating to—  

(i) Those prices;  

(ii) The intention to submit an offer; or  

(iii) The methods or factors used to calculate the prices offered.  

(2) The prices in this offer have not been and will not be knowingly disclosed by the 
offeror, directly or indirectly, to any other offeror or competitor before bid opening (in the 
case of a sealed bid solicitation) or contract award (in the case of a negotiated solicitation) 
unless otherwise required by law; and  

(3) No attempt has been made or will be made by the offeror to induce any other concern to 
submit or not to submit an offer for the purpose of restricting competition.  

(b) Each signature on the offer is considered to be a certification by the signatory that the 
signatory—  
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(1) Is the person in the offeror’s organization responsible for determining the prices being 
offered in this bid or proposal, and that the signatory has not participated and will not 
participate in any action contrary to paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(3) of this provision; or  

(2)(i) Has been authorized, in writing, to act as agent for the following principals in 
certifying that those principals have not participated, and will not participate in any action 
contrary to paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(3) of this provision ____________________ 
[insert full name of person(s) in the offeror’s organization responsible for determining the 
prices offered in this bid or proposal, and the title of his or her position in the offeror’s 
organization];  

(ii) As an authorized agent, does certify that the principals named in subdivision (b)(2)(i) 
of this provision have not participated, and will not participate, in any action contrary to 
paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(3) of this provision; and  

(iii) As an agent, has not personally participated, and will not participate, in any action 
contrary to paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(3) of this provision.  

(c) If the offeror deletes or modifies paragraph (a)(2) of this provision, the offeror must furnish 
with its offer a signed statement setting forth in detail the circumstances of the disclosure. 

(End of provision) 

52.203-3   Gratuities (Apr 1984)  
(a) The right of the Contractor to proceed may be terminated by written notice if, after notice 
and hearing, the agency head or a designee determines that the Contractor, its agent, or another 
representative—  

(1) Offered or gave a gratuity (e.g., an entertainment or gift) to an officer, official, or 
employee of the Government; and  
(2) Intended, by the gratuity, to obtain a contract or favorable treatment under a contract.  

(b) The facts supporting this determination may be reviewed by any court having lawful 
jurisdiction.  

(c) If this contract is terminated under paragraph (a) of this clause, the Government is 
entitled—  

(1) To pursue the same remedies as in a breach of the contract; and  
(2) In addition to any other damages provided by law, to exemplary damages of not less 
than 3 nor more than 10 times the cost incurred by the Contractor in giving gratuities to the 
person concerned, as determined by the agency head or a designee. (This paragraph (c)(2) is 
applicable only if this contract uses money appropriated to the Department of Defense.)  

(d) The rights and remedies of the Government provided in this clause shall not be exclusive 
and are in addition to any other rights and remedies provided by law or under this contract.  

(End of clause)  
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52.204-4 Printed or Copied Double-Sided on Postconsumer Fiber Content Paper 
(May 2011)  

(a) Definitions. As used in this clause—  
“Postconsumer fiber” means—  

(1) Paper, paperboard, and fibrous materials from retail stores, office buildings, homes, and 
so forth, after they have passed through their end-usage as a consumer item, including: used 
corrugated boxes; old newspapers; old magazines; mixed waste paper; tabulating cards; and 
used cordage; or  
(2) All paper, paperboard, and fibrous materials that enter and are collected from municipal 
solid waste; but not  
(3) Fiber derived from printers’ over-runs, converters’ scrap, and over-issue publications.  

(b) The Contractor is required to submit paper documents, such as offers, letters, or reports 
that are printed or copied double-sided on paper containing at least 30 percent postconsumer 
fiber, whenever practicable, when not using electronic commerce methods to submit 
information or data to the Government.  

(End of clause)  

52.214-7 Late Submissions, Modifications, and Withdrawals of Bids.  (Nov 1999)  
(a) Bidders are responsible for submitting bids, and any modifications or withdrawals, so as to 
reach the Government office designated in the invitation for bids (IFB) by the time specified 
in the IFB. If no time is specified in the IFB, the time for receipt is 4:30 p.m., local time, for 
the designated Government office on the date that bids are due.  
(b)(1) Any bid, modification, or withdrawal received at the Government office designated in 
the IFB after the exact time specified for receipt of bids is “late” and will not be considered 
unless it is received before award is made, the Contracting Officer determines that accepting 
the late bid would not unduly delay the acquisition; and—  

(i) If it was transmitted through an electronic commerce method authorized by the IFB, it 
was received at the initial point of entry to the Government infrastructure not later than 
5:00 p.m. one working day prior to the date specified for receipt of bids; or  
(ii) There is acceptable evidence to establish that it was received at the Government 
installation designated for receipt of bids and was under the Government’s control prior 
to the time set for receipt of bids.  

(2) However, a late modification of an otherwise successful bid that makes its terms more 
favorable to the Government, will be considered at any time it is received and may be 
accepted.  

(c) Acceptable evidence to establish the time of receipt at the Government installation includes 
the time/date stamp of that installation on the bid wrapper, other documentary evidence of 
receipt maintained by the installation, or oral testimony or statements of Government 
personnel.  
(d) If an emergency or unanticipated event interrupts normal Government processes so that 
bids cannot be received at the Government office designated for receipt of bids by the exact 
time specified in the IFB and urgent Government requirements preclude amendment of the 
IFB, the time specified for receipt of bids will be deemed to be extended to the same time of 
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day specified in the solicitation on the first work day on which normal Government processes 
resume.  
(e) Bids may be withdrawn by written notice received at any time before the exact time set for 
receipt of bids. If the IFB authorizes facsimile bids, bids may be withdrawn via facsimile 
received at any time before the exact time set for receipt of bids, subject to the conditions 
specified in the provision at 52.214-31, Facsimile Bids. A bid may be withdrawn in person by 
a bidder or its authorized representative if, before the exact time set for receipt of bids, the 
identity of the person requesting withdrawal is established and the person signs a receipt for 
the bid.  

(End of provision) 
 
52.242-15 Stop-Work Order (Aug 1989)  

(a) The Contracting Officer may, at any time, by written order to the Contractor, require the 
Contractor to stop all, or any part, of the work called for by this contract for a period of 
90 days after the order is delivered to the Contractor, and for any further period to which the 
parties may agree. The order shall be specifically identified as a stop-work order issued under 
this clause. Upon receipt of the order, the Contractor shall immediately comply with its terms 
and take all reasonable steps to minimize the incurrence of costs allocable to the work covered 
by the order during the period of work stoppage. Within a period of 90 days after a stop-work 
is delivered to the Contractor, or within any extension of that period to which the parties shall 
have agreed, the Contracting Officer shall either—  

(1) Cancel the stop-work order; or  
(2) Terminate the work covered by the order as provided in the Default, or the Termination 
for Convenience of the Government, clause of this contract.  

(b) If a stop-work order issued under this clause is canceled or the period of the order or any 
extension thereof expires, the Contractor shall resume work. The Contracting Officer shall 
make an equitable adjustment in the delivery schedule or contract price, or both, and the 
contract shall be modified, in writing, accordingly, if—  

(1) The stop-work order results in an increase in the time required for, or in the Contractor’s 
cost properly allocable to, the performance of any part of this contract; and  
(2) The Contractor asserts its right to the adjustment within 30 days after the end of the 
period of work stoppage; provided, that, if the Contracting Officer decides the facts justify 
the action, the Contracting Officer may receive and act upon the claim submitted at any 
time before final payment under this contract.  

(c) If a stop-work order is not canceled and the work covered by the order is terminated for the 
convenience of the Government, the Contracting Officer shall allow reasonable costs resulting 
from the stop-work order in arriving at the termination settlement.  
(d) If a stop-work order is not canceled and the work covered by the order is terminated for 
default, the Contracting Officer shall allow, by equitable adjustment or otherwise, reasonable 
costs resulting from the stop-work order.  

(End of clause)  
 

452.209-70 Representation by Corporations Regarding an Unpaid Delinquent Tax  
Liability or a Felony Conviction. (Feb 2012) 
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 (a) Awards made under this solicitation are subject to the provisions contained in sections 738 
and 739 of the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2012 (P.L. No. 112-55), Division A, as amended and/or 
subsequently enacted, regarding corporate felony convictions and corporate federal tax 
delinquencies. To comply with these provisions, all offerors must complete paragraph (1) of this 
representation, and all corporate offerors also must complete paragraphs (2) and (3) of this 
representation.  
(b) The Offeror represents that –  

(1) The Offeror is [ ], is not [ ] (check one) an entity that has filed articles of incorporation in 
one of the fifty states, the District of Columbia, or the various territories of the United 
States including American Samoa, Federated States of Micronesia, Guam, Midway 
Islands, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, Republic of Palau, Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, U.S. Virgin Islands. (Note that this includes both for-profit and non-
profit organizations.)  

If the Offeror checked “is” above, the Offeror must complete paragraphs (2) and (3) of the  
representation. If Offeror checked “is not” above, Offeror may leave the remainder of the  
representation blank.  

(2) (i) The Offeror has [ ], has not [ ] (check one) been convicted of a felony criminal  
violation under Federal or State law in the 24 months preceding the date of offer.  
(ii) The Offeror has [ ], has not [ ] (check one) had any officer or agent of Offeror 
convicted of a felony criminal violation for actions taken on behalf of Offeror under 
Federal or State law in the 24 months preceding the date of offer.  

(3) The Offeror does [ ], does not [ ] (check one) have any unpaid Federal tax liability that 
has been assessed, for which all judicial and administrative remedies have been 
exhausted or have lapsed, and that is not being paid in a timely manner pursuant to an 
agreement with the authority responsible for collecting the tax liability.  

(End of provision) 

452.209–71 Assurance regarding felony conviction or tax delinquent status for corporate 
applicants 
 (a) This award is subject to the provisions contained in sections 738 and 739 of the Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2012, P.L. No. 112-55, Division A, as amended and/or subsequently enacted, regarding 
corporate felony convictions and corporate federal tax delinquencies. Accordingly, by accepting 
this award the contractor acknowledges that it –  

(1) does not have a tax delinquency, meaning that it is not subject to any unpaid Federal 
tax liability that has been assessed, for which all judicial and administrative remedies have been 
exhausted or have lapsed, and that is not being paid in a timely manner pursuant to an 
agreement with the authority responsible for collecting the tax liability, and  

(2) has not been convicted (or had an officer or agent acting on its behalf convicted) of 
a felony criminal violation under any Federal or State law within 24 months preceding the 
award, unless a suspending and debarring official of the United States Department of 
Agriculture has considered suspension or debarment of the awardee, or such officer or agent, 
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based on these convictions and/or tax delinquencies and determined that suspension or 
debarment is not necessary to protect the interests of the Government.  
(b) If the awardee fails to comply with these provisions, Farm Service Agency may terminate 
this contract for default and may recover any funds the awardee has received in violation of 
sections 738 or 739, as amended and/or subsequently enacted.  

(End of Clause)  
 
4K52.270-1003 Shipping Instructions  

A. Ordering of Commodity Procedure 
The Government shall issue shipping instructions to the Contractor via a Purchase Order at 
least seven (7) calendar days prior to the first day of each shipping period (e.g. 10/1-15) 
scheduled in the contract. If a shipping instruction is issued less than seven (7) calendar days 
prior to the first day of the contract shipping period, the shipping period shall be extended by 
the number of days the shipping instructions is issued late. Contractor shall not be entitled to 
any extension of the shipping period unless it furnishes evidence satisfactory to the 
Government that it was prepared to perform during the contracted shipping period. 

 
B. The Government shall issue to the contractor electronic WBSCM Purchase Order via email. 

The contractor shall be responsible for ensuring that it is capable of receiving email 
communications during the course of the contract. The contractor shall ensure that it has an 
accurate email address on file with the Government. The Government will not be responsible 
for any failure of contractor receipt of electronic information attributable to inoperable 
receiver equipment and/or software. The Government reserves the right, at its option, to issue 
Purchase Order by other means such as, but not limited to, facsimile transmission or regular 
mail. 

(End of clause) 
 
C. // Applicable if checked. FAR Clause 52.232-18, Availability of Funds (Apr 1984). Funds 
are not presently available for this contract. The Government obligation under this contract is 
contingent upon the availability of appropriated funds from which payment for contract purposes 
can be made. No legal liability on the part of the Government for any payment may arise until 
funds are made available to the contracting officer for this contract and until the contractor 
receives notice of such availability, to be confirmed in writing by the contracting officer. 
 
 
 
Jeffrey F. Jackson 
Contracting Officer 
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