
M ERCER CO UNTY, W V
  Inform ation based on Congressional Districts of the 106th U.S. Congress, 1997 

1997 1992 1987
Farm s
  Num ber 409 495 358
  Acreage 53,450 56,555 49,353
  Average size (acres) 131 114 138
  M edian size (acres) 82 N N

Estim ated m arket value average per farm
   Land/buildings (dollars) 135,627 105,762 97,768
   M achinery/equip (dollars) 22,231 14,672 10,837

Cropland (acres)
  Total 18,258 20,672 17,908
  Harvested 7,862 7,840 6,716
  Irrigated 4 60 D

Agricultural products sold - m arket value
  ($1,000) 2,539 2,807 1,861
  (dollars avg. per farm ) 6,207 5,670 5,199

Agricultural sales - Net cash return per farm
  (dollars average) -652 815 522

Livestock inventory (num ber)
  Cattle and calves 6,040 7,324 5,923
  Beef cows 3,102 3,857 2,920
  M ilk cows 36 18 48
  Hogs and pigs 92 425 97
  Sheep and lam bs 217 542 605
  Layers 13 wks or/older 340 548 732
  Broilers and chicken (sold) D 0 0

Harvested com m odities (acres)
  Corn, grain or seed 110 86 157
  Corn, silage or green chop 94 130 242
  Sorghum , grain or seed N N N
  W heat 0 0 0
  Barley N N N
  O ats 31 21 31
  Rice N N N
  Sunflower seed N N N
  Cotton N N N
  Tobacco D 3 D
  Soybeans N N N
  Dry edible beans, excl lim as N N N
  Potatoes, excl sweetpotatoes N N N
  Sugar beets for sugar N N N
  Sugarcane for sugar N N N
  Peanuts for nuts N N N
  Hay-alfalfa 7,450 7,584 6,291

Vegetables
  Num ber of farm s N N N
  Acreage N N N

O rchards



  Num ber of farm s 11 17 13
  Acreage 28 33 45

Abbreviations/footnotes:
  N represents zero.
  0 represents an insignificant am ount.
  D-W ithheld to avoid disclosing data for individual farm s.
Source:  USDA, NASS, 1997 Census of Agriculture 






