
HIDALGO COUNTY, TX
  Information based on Congressional Districts of the 106th U.S. Congress, 1997 

1997 1992 1987
Farms
  Number 1,373 1,565 1,929
  Acreage 635,884 660,412 762,442
  Average size (acres) 463 422 395
  Median size (acres) 50 N N

Estimated market value average per farm
   Land/buildings (dollars) 609,058 525,292 505,429
   Machinery/equip (dollars) 62,956 56,031 45,886

Cropland (acres)
  Total 438,908 458,852 448,449
  Harvested 344,665 383,507 333,930
  Irrigated 185,330 224,052 231,214

Agricultural products sold - market value
  ($1,000) 197,235 202,101 233,095
  (dollars avg. per farm) 143,652 129,138 120,837

Agricultural sales - Net cash return per farm
  (dollars average) 33,574 18,703 27,645

Livestock inventory (number)
  Cattle and calves 34,322 28,698 47,994
  Beef cows 15,038 13,770 26,346
  Milk cows 98 1,118 1,656
  Hogs and pigs 363 2,839 2,316
  Sheep and lambs 254 482 264
  Layers 13 wks or/older 576 2,015 D
  Broilers and chicken (sold) 0 D D

Harvested commodities (acres)
  Corn, grain or seed 41,328 30,465 26,904
  Corn, silage or green chop N N N
  Sorghum, grain or seed 136,625 147,894 88,903
  Wheat 1,852 851 779
  Barley N N N
  Oats N N N
  Rice 0 0 0
  Sunflower seed N N N
  Cotton 61,890 92,533 71,432
  Tobacco N N N
  Soybeans 1,343 D 270
  Dry edible beans, excl limas N N N
  Potatoes, excl sweetpotatoes N N N
  Sugar beets for sugar N N N
  Sugarcane for sugar N N N
  Peanuts for nuts N N N
  Hay-alfalfa 10,493 7,469 8,632

Vegetables
  Number of farms N N N
  Acreage N N N



Orchards
  Number of farms N N N
  Acreage N N N

Abbreviations/footnotes:
  N represents zero.
  0 represents an insignificant amount.
  D-Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual farms.
Source:  USDA, NASS, 1997 Census of Agriculture 


