
MERCER COUNTY, IL
  Information based on Congressional Districts of the 106th U.S. Congress, 1997 

1997 1992 1987
Farms
  Number 754 812 933
  Acreage 309,591 312,128 325,075
  Average size (acres) 411 384 348
  Median size (acres) 200 N N

Estimated market value average per farm
   Land/buildings (dollars) 660,995 407,272 355,996
   Machinery/equip (dollars) 88,667 70,964 59,354

Cropland (acres)
  Total 261,174 267,518 276,290
  Harvested 240,134 238,046 206,908
  Irrigated 3,580 3,447 1,073

Agricultural products sold - market value
  ($1,000) 92,148 82,050 71,619
  (dollars avg. per farm) 122,212 101,047 76,762

Agricultural sales - Net cash return per farm
  (dollars average) 31,958 19,221 13,872

Livestock inventory (number)
  Cattle and calves 19,050 21,225 24,786
  Beef cows 7,715 9,053 9,641
  Milk cows 38 366 303
  Hogs and pigs 71,138 104,014 106,835
  Sheep and lambs 2,960 1,708 2,499
  Layers 13 wks or/older 579 499 1,873
  Broilers and chicken (sold) D D D

Harvested commodities (acres)
  Corn, grain or seed 125,252 137,717 133,911
  Corn, silage or green chop 957 799 782
  Sorghum, grain or seed N N N
  Wheat 1,274 1,003 879
  Barley N N N
  Oats N N N
  Rice N N N
  Sunflower seed N N N
  Cotton N N N
  Tobacco N N N
  Soybeans 103,271 89,504 56,738
  Dry edible beans, excl limas N N N
  Potatoes, excl sweetpotatoes N N N
  Sugar beets for sugar N N N
  Sugarcane for sugar N N N
  Peanuts for nuts N N N
  Hay-alfalfa 9,753 11,357 13,664

Vegetables
  Number of farms 13 8 19
  Acreage 213 122 302



MERCER COUNTY, IL

Orchards
  Number of farms N N N
  Acreage N N N

Abbreviations/footnotes:
  N represents zero.
  0 represents an insignificant amount.
  D-Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual farms.
Source:  USDA, NASS, 1997 Census of Agriculture 


