DES MOINES COUNTY, IA
Information based on Congressional Districts of the 106th U.S. Congress, 1997

1997 1992 1987

Farms

Number 650 681 753

Acreage 192,165 192,467 210,843

Average size (acres) 296 283 280

Median size (acres) 173 N N
Estimated market value average per farm

Land/buildings (dollars) 455,489 401,573 292,827

Machinery/equip (dollars) 70,353 69,668 52,035

Cropland (acres)

Total 155,783 161,555 173,024
Harvested 140,564 139,979 133,157
Irrigated 1,945 814 D
Agricultural products sold - market value
($1,000) 69,769 51,482 43,779
(dollars avg. per farm) 107,337 75,598 58,139
Agricultural sales - Net cash return per farm
(dollars average) 28,272 18,973 12,354
Livestock inventory (number)
Cattle and calves 15,343 15,434 18,114
Beef cows 5,689 5,866 6,912
Milk cows 520 812 803
Hogs and pigs 125,030 53,151 44,293
Sheep and lambs 590 2,777 2,581
Layers 13 wks or/older D D 1,065
Broilers and chicken (sold) 200 0 D
Harvested commodities (acres)
Corn, grain or seed 68,347 72,638 70,934
Corn, silage or green chop 911 1,223 1,603
Sorghum, grain or seed N N N
Wheat 574 1,112 690
Barley N N N
Oats 419 909 1,072
Rice N N N
Sunflower seed N N N
Cotton N N N
Tobacco N N N
Soybeans 65,171 58,167 50,976
Dry edible beans, excl limas N N N
Potatoes, excl sweetpotatoes N N N
Sugar beets for sugar N N N
Sugarcane for sugar N N N
Peanuts for nuts N N N
Hay-alfalfa 6,693 8,516 10,277
Vegetables
Number of farms N N N
Acreage N N N

Orchards



Number of farms N N
Acreage N N

Abbreviations/footnotes:

N represents zero.

0 represents an insignificant amount.

D-Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual farms.
Source: USDA, NASS, 1997 Census of Agriculture



