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Preface  
This study was required by Congress in Section 6206 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act 
of 2008 (PL 110-246), which directs the Secretaries of Agriculture and Transportation jointly to 
conduct a study of rural transportation issues.   
 
The results of this study are presented in 15 chapters.   The primary focus is on the need for, 
and performance of, the transportation system in moving agricultural commodities and other 
products important to rural America, including examinations of issues important to 
stakeholders.  The study provides information on: 

• The importance of freight transportation to agriculture 
• How freight transportation supports rural America 
• The transportation of biofuels and coal 
• Modal information on rail, barge, truck, and ocean freight transportation 
• The sufficiency and performance of rail competition, rates, service, capacity, 

investment, and rate grievance processes 
• Multimodal and policy issues 

 
The Act establishes these requirements: 
 

Sec. 6206. Study of Rural Transportation Issues.   
(a) In General—The Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of 

Transportation shall jointly conduct a study of transportation issues 
regarding the movement of agricultural products, domestically 
produced renewable fuels, and domestically produced resources for 
the production of electricity for rural areas of the United States, and 
economic development in those areas. 

(b) Inclusions—The study shall include an examination of— 
(1) the importance of freight transportation, including rail, truck, 

and barge, to— 
(A) the delivery of equipment, seed, fertilizer, and other 

such products important to the development of 
agricultural commodities and products; 

(B) the movement of agricultural commodities and 
products to market; 

(C) the delivery of ethanol and other renewable fuels; 
(D) the delivery of domestically produced resources for use 

in the generation of electricity for rural areas; 
(E) the location of grain elevators, ethanol plants, and 

other facilities; 
(F) the development of manufacturing facilities in rural 

areas; and  
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(G) the vitality and economic development of rural 
communities; 

(2) the sufficiency in rural areas of transportation capacity, the 
sufficiency of competition in the transportation system, the 
reliability of transportation services, and the reasonableness of 
transportation rates; 

(3) the sufficiency of facility investment in rural areas necessary 
for efficient and cost-effective transportation; and  

(4) the accessibility to shippers in rural areas of Federal processes 
for the resolution of grievances arising within various 
transportation modes. 

 (c) Report to Congress—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary and the Secretary of Transportation shall 
submit to Congress a report that contains the results of the study 
required by subsection (a). 
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