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METHOD OF DETERMINING PERCENTAGES OF VARIOUS COMMODITIES 
 
To promote uniformity in the application of the U.S. grade standards and/or inspection of various 
commodities that do not have a grade standard, the following chart will be used to determine the 
method (count/weight/equivalent basis) of determining percentages as well as the unit of 
inspection (individual specimen, individual bunch, etc.) when inspecting any of the listed 
commodities. 
 

Commodity Basis Unit of Inspection Scoring Basis 

Bunched–Green Onions, Leeks, 
Shallots 

Individual Specimen Count 

Bunched Italian Sprouting Broccoli Individual Bunch Count, unless bunches 
are not fairly uniform, or 
inspecting for size, then 
by weight 

Brussel Sprouts, Snap Beans Individual Specimen Weight 
Kale If loose, individual 

specimen; if bunched, 
individual bunch 

Weight 

*Kohlrabi If loose, individual 
specimen; if bunched, 
individual bunch 

Count 

Bunched–Carrots, Beets, Turnips, 
Radishes 

Tops:  Individual bunch; 
Roots:  Individual root 

Count 

Topped–Carrots, Radishes Individual Specimen 50 count 
Topped or Short Trimmed Tops–
Beets, Turnips, Rutabagas 

Tops:  Individual root 
with defect of top;  
Roots:  Individual root 

Weight 

Short Trimmed Tops, Carrots Tops:  Individual root 
with defect of leaf stem; 
Roots:  Individual root 

Count 

Greens–Beet, *Broccoli Rabe, 
Collard, Dandelion, Mustard, Turnip, 
*Rapini 

If loose, individual plant 
or leaf; if bunched, 
individual bunch 

Weight (or equivalent 
basis if specimens or 
bunches are fairly 
uniform in size) 
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Sweet Anise, *Belgian Endive, 
Broccoli Crowns, Chicory, Endive, 
Escarole, *Ornamental Kale, 
Rhubarb-Field Grown, *Rhubarb- Hot 
House 

Individual Specimen Count 

Parsley, bunched Individual Bunch Weight 
Bunched Spinach, plants or leaves Individual Bunch Count 
Spinach Leaves Individual Leaves Count 
Spinach Plants Individual Plants Weight  
Peas, Fresh  Individual Specimen Weight  
Peas, Southern,  
Peas, *Sugar, Snow 

Individual Specimen Weight (or equivalent 
basis if specimens are 
uniform in size) 

Miniature Vegetables Individual Specimen Same basis as non-
Miniature vegetables  

Miscellaneous: 
*Arugula, *Cilantro, *Coriander, 
*Dill, *Lemon Grass, (bunched) 
*Long Beans, Chinese Beans, 
(bunched) *Mint, *Watercress 

Individual Bunch Count 

*Bamboo Shoots, *Bitter Melons, 
*Bok Choy, *Cactus Leaves, 
*Cardoon, *Cardone, *Chayote, 
*Corn Salad, *Frizzee, *Indian Corn, 
*Kumquat, *Long Beans, Chinese 
Beans, (loose) *Nappa, Radicchio, 
*Star Fruit, *Jerusalem Artichoke 
(placed packed), *Tamarillo, 
*Tomatilla, *Water Chestnut 

Individual Specimen Count 

*Alfalfa Sprouts, *Bean Sprouts, 
*Celeriac, *Celery Knobs, *Celery 
Roots, *Dasheen, *Fiddle Heads, * 
Fiddle Ferns, *Ginger Roots, *Gourds 
(Ornamental), *Jerusalem Artichoke 
(jumble pack), *Lemon Grass (loose), 
*Lo Bok, *Chinese Turnip, *Oyster 
Mushrooms, *Salsify, *Shiitake 
Mushrooms, *Yam, *true Yam, 
*Yuca 

Individual Specimen Weight 

 
*Indicates commodity does not have a U.S. Grade Standard. 
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“SCI moving forward in the 21st Century using technology, innovation, and old fashioned hard work” 
 
 
Non-Discrimination Policy:  In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited 
from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including 
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for 
prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases 
apply to all programs).  Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.  
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact 
the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program 
information may be made available in languages other than English.  
 
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form.  To 
request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.  Submit your completed form or letter 
to USDA by:  (1) mail:  U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax:  (202) 
690-7442; or (3) email:  program.intake@usda.gov.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 
employer, and lender. 
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