USDA
USDA

USDA EGG MARKET NEWS REPORT

ISSN 1520-6122

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2003
VOL. 50 NO.103

FRIDAY EDITION

| U.S. Department of Agriculture

Agricultural Marketing Service

Poultry Programs Market News Branch

NATIONAL EGG MARKET AT-A-GLANCE

(ﬁ 7y

Prices continued unchanged in all areas. The market tone was steady to fully steady. Demand at retail outlets was moderate to

mostly very good due to the approaching holiday. Supplies ranged adequate to short. Breaking stock offerings were adequate to
|nstances ample for the light demand. Breaking schedules were usually less than normal. Light type hens were sufficient for the fair to
moderate demand. Slaughter schedules were reduced for the upcoming holiday.

Prices to retailers, sales to volume buyers, USDA Grade A and Grade
A, White eggs in cartons, delivered warehouse, cents per dozen.

MIDWEST REGIONAL Prices were unchanged. Trade sentiment was
fully steady. Retail demand was good to usually very good as graders
struggle to fill overwhelming last minute holiday orders. Food service
movement was moderate to mostly good. Supplies were usually in
close balance. Central states breaking stock prices were unchanged.
Demand remained very light while offerings continued at least fully
adequate to instances ample. Schedules were reduced for the holi-
days. Floor stocks fully adequate. Trade sentiment barely steady.

1A-MN-WI - Prices
RANGE MOSTLY paid to producers.
EXTRALARGE 87-96 90-93 RANGE
LARGE 86-94 87-92 LARGE 69-73
MEDIUM 67-75 70-72 MEDIUM 50-54
MW Area: IA, IL, IN, KY, MI, MN, OH, NE, ND, SD, SMALL 37-41
WI, WV, Western NY & Western PA .

NORTHEAST REGIONAL Prices remained unchanged. Trade senti-
ment was steady to full steady. Retail demand was good to very good
preceding the holiday. Supplies were in close balance to
occassionally short for present trade requirements. Breaking stock
offerings were sufficient for the seasonally light demand. Light type
hens were no better than adequate for less than normal schedules.

RANGE MOSTLY
EXTRA LARGE 93-107 96-99
LARGE 89-104 94-98
MEDIUM 70-85 74-77

NE Area: CT, DC, MA, MD, ME, NH, Eastern NJ, Eastern NY, PA, RI, Northern
VA, & VT.

SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL Prices were unchanged. Trade
sentiment was fully steady. Retail demand was good to usually very
good with graders struggling with last minute holiday orders that
were above previous expectations. Food service movement was
generally good. Supplies were tight in most areas. Central states
breaking stock prices were unchanged. Demand remained very light
while offerings continued at least fully adequate to instances ample.
Schedules were reduced for holidays this week and next. Floor stocks
fully adequate. Trade sentiment barely steady.

RANGE MOSTLY
EXTRA LARGE 94.5-103 96-99
LARGE 94.5-103 96-99
MEDIUM 74.5-83 79-79

SC Area: AR, AZ, CO, KS, LA, MO, MN, OK & TX.

SOUTHEAST REGIONAL Prices were unchanged. The market tone
was steady to fully steady. Demand was moderate to very good.
Supplies were adequate to tight for current trade needs. Breaking
stock offerings were adequate for the light demand. Light type fowl
were sufficient for the fair to moderate demand. Processing
schedules were less than normal due to the holiday.

Range Mostly
EXTRA LARGE 95-106.25 97-100
LARGE 94-105.25 95-98
MEDIUM 72.5-84.25 73-77

SEArea: AL, FL, GA, MNS, NC, SC, Eastern TN & Southern VA.

Prices to retailers, sales to volume buyers, USDA Grade A and Grade
A, White eggs in cartones, delivered store door, cents per dozen.
CHICAGO Prices were unchanged. The trade sentiment was fully
steady. Retail demand was good to mostly very good for holiday
demand. Food service movement was moderate to good. Supplies
were usually in close balance.

RANGE
EXTRALARGE 92-98
LARGE 91-96
MEDIUM 73-80

NEW YORK Prices were unchanged entering the long holiday week-
end. The maket tone was steady. Retail demand was good. Supplies
were in close balanced to instances short for seasonal trade require-
ments.

RANGE
EXTRALARGE  103-107
LARGE 101-105
MEDIUM 82-86

WESTERN Prices were unchanged. The market tone was steady
with asking prices for next week unchanged on all sizes throughout
the region. Retailer demand was good. Offerings in fairly good bal-
ance.

CALIFORNIA EGGS Prices unchanged. Asking prices for next week
unchanged on all sizes. Retailer demand fairly good overall. Offer-
ings in fair balance. Small benchmark price 86. Ads in Southern Cali-
fornia: smaller outlets- extra large dozen 2 for $3.

CALIFORNIA: California Egg Marketing Association and other market-
ers benchmark price for negotiated egg sales of USDA Grade AA and
Grade AA in cartons, cents per dozen. This price does not reflect dis-
counts or other contract terms.

RANGE
JUMBO 131
EXTRALARGE 129
LARGE 125
MEDIUM 106

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA: PRICES TO RETAILERS, SALES TO
VOLUME BUYERS, USDA GRADE AA AND GRADE AA, WHITE EGGS
IN CARTONS, DELIVERED STORE DOOR, CENTS PER DOZEN.

RANGE
JUMBO 116-121
EXTRALARGE 114-119
LARGE 112-115
MEDIUM 93-96

PRICES TO CONSUMERS MAJOR CHAINS, METROPOLITAN AREA,
USDA GRADE AA AND GRADE AA, WHITE EGGS IN CARTONS, CENTS

PER DOZEN. RANGE
JUMBO 289-359
EXTRALARGE 289-349
LARGE 239-349
MEDIUM 199-299
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CENTRAL STATES BREAKING STOCK Prices were unchanged. De-
mand remained very light while offerings continued at least fully ad-
equate to instances ample. Schedules were reduced for the remain-
der of this week and next week for the upcoming holidays. Floor
stocks fully adequate. Trade sentiment barely steady.

Prices paid, material exchanged, 30 dozen case equivalent, 48 Ib.,
minimum net weight, delivered to breakers, cents per dozen.

RANGE MOSTLY
NEST RUN 62-66 62-63
CHECKS & UNDERGRADES 50-58 52
CENTRAL STATES AREA:

AR,CO,IA,IL,IN,KS,LA,MI,MN,MO,NM,ND,NE,OH,OK,SD, TX,WI

EASTERN REGION BREAKING STOCK (Dec. 23) Prices were un-
changed when compared to late last week’s trading. Demand was
seasonally light. Supplies were sufficient for less than normal break-
ing schedules. Trade sentiment was cautiously steady. The Eastern
region breaking stock inventory was about 14% less and the Na-
tional breaking stock inventory decreased 15% when compared to a
week ago.

Prices paid, material exchanged, 30 dozen case equivalent, 48 Ib.,
minimum net weight, delivered to breakers, cents per dozen.

RANGE
NEST RUN 66-68
CHECKS & UNDERGRADES 52-57

EASTERN REGION AREA:
AL,CT,DE,FL,GAKY ,ME,MD,MAMS,NH,NJ,NY,NC,PARI,SC, TN,VT VAWV

EGGS PROCESSED UNDER FEDERAL INSPECTION - W/E 20-Dec-03
(LBS IN THOUSANDS) (EXCLUDES INGREDIENTS)

CASES LIQUID LIQUID LIQUID DRIED INED

BROKEN WHOLE WHITE YOLK
Cw 1,208,513 30,297 10,722 5,990 2,243 4,112
PW 1,189,328 30,302 10,280 5,552 2,033 4,331
LY 1,185,381 29,076 10,644 5,737 2,595 4,260
% CHG PW 2 0 4 8 10 -5
% CHG LY 2 4 1 4 -14 -3

2003 59,590,226
2002 61,396,726

1,466,118 536,477 292,135
1,438,633 584,752 314,247

116,481 213,076
141,119 218,079

% CHG YTD -3 2 -8 -7 -17 -2

CURRENT PREVIOUS LAST
AVERAGE YIELD PER CASE - WEEK WEEK YEAR
(INEDIBLE INCLUDED) 42.30 42.43 41.94
(INEDIBLE EXCLUDED) 38.90 38.79 38.35

NATIONAL LIQUID Pasteurized whites were too few to report with
pasteurized salt yolk reported at 66 to 69 cents fob. Trade sentiment
was steady for whole egg, firm for whites, and steady to weak, mostly
weak for yolk. Many observers felt that whole egg prices had settled.
Offerings were adequate for whole egg, about adequate for whites,
and fully adequate to instances ample for yolk. Demand was gener-
ally quiet for liquid products as schedules were adjusted due to the
upcoming holidays. Breaking stock prices were unchanged when
compared to last week.

Prices paid cents per Ib., FOB Plant to 10:00AM non-pasteurized
trucklot. For delivery within 14 days.

CHANGE FROM
CLASS LOADS RANGE WTD. AVG. LAST WEEK
WHOLE 6 56 56.00 1.24
WHITES 6 63-64 63.17 .80
YOLKS 5 59-64 62.60 -.30

EASTERN REGION FROZEN Mostly prices were slightly higher on whites,
unchanged to higher on whole, and unchanged to lower on yolks
when compared to the previous week’s trading. Trade sentiment re-
mained unsettled to weak on yolks, about steady on whole and steady
to firm on whites. Trading and interest was seasonal with offerings
ample on yolks, sufficient on whole, and short to barely adequate on
whites. Liquid and frozen eggs (ingredients included) processed un-
der federal inspection in the Eastern region for the week ending 20
December 2003 were 2% less than the previous week, but 10% more
than last year.

Wholesale selling prices (cents per Ib. in 30 Ib containers)

LTL
TRUCKLOTS (MIN. 25 CONT.)

RANGE MOSTLY  RANGE

WHOLE 72-855  73-78  80-89
BLENDS (/) TFEWR 82-100
WHITES 72-77  74-77  80-85
SUGARED YOLKS (MIN 43% SOLIDS) 80-89  80-83  88-100
SALTED YOLKS (MIN 43% SOLIDS) ~ 75-87  78-83  84-95

()- Whole plus yolk plus sweetner, generally 20-32% egg solids.

CENTRAL REGION FROZEN Frozen whole egg ranged unchanged with
whites 2 to 3 cents higher and the balance of prices unchanged to
slightly higher. Trade sentiment was steady to instances fully steady
for whole egg, fully steady to firm for whites, and steady to weak, mostly
barely steady for yolk. Offerings were usually adequate for needs while
demand was reported as improving for all products as buyers stepped
back into the marketplace and prepared for business after the first of
the year. Floor stocks were usually adequate. Breaking stock prices
were unchanged when compared to the previous week.

Wholesale selling prices (cents per Ib. in 30 Ib. containers)

TRUCKLOTS
RANGE  MOSTLY
WHOLE 72-75 73
WHITES 75-78 75-77
SUGARED YOLKS (MIN 43% SOLIDS) 81-84 83-84
SALTED YOLKS (MIN 43% SOLIDS) 77-81 78-80

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FROZEN Prices were 1 cent higher on whites
and unchanged on whole and yolks. Southern California breaking
activity for the week ending 12/20 was 13% higher than the previous
week. Frozen demand fairly good overall with freezer stocks generally
adequate.

Wholesale selling prices, FOB shipping point (cents per pound in
30 Ib. containers) LTL (MIN. 25 CONT.)

RANGE
WHOLE 79-82
WHITES 80-83
SUGARED YOLKS (MIN 43% SOLIDS) 88-91
SALTED YOLKS (MIN 43% SOLIDS) 85-88

NATIONAL DRIED EGG REPORT Majority prices were unchanged on
albumen and whole, irregular on blends and unchanged to lower on
yolk when compared to a week earlier. Demand was seasonal and
unaggressive as most traders continue to watch further market devel-
opments. Trading was light on most items. Offerings were short on
albumen, about adequate to adequate on whole, and sufficient but not
burdensome on yolks. Dried eggs processed under federal inspec-
tion for the week ending 20 December 2003 were 10% more than the
previous week, but 14% less than last year. The total year to date dried
egg produced were 17% lower than a year ago.

Wholesale selling prices, dollars per Ib., in containers, trucklot &
less-than-trucklot volumes.
WHOLE

2.99-3.50 MOSTLY 3.05-3.15
YOLKS 1.75-2.30 MOSTLY 1.84-1.90
ALBUMEN, SPRAY, DRIED 5.70-6.10 MOSTLY 5.70-5.80
BLENDS (WHOLE PLUS SWEETENER)2.00-2.40 MOSTLY 2.00-2.05
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TRAILER LOAD EGG SALES* WEEKLY WTD AVG PRICES (CENTS/DOZ) NATIONAL TRADING FORDEC 17, 2003-DEC 23, 2003

CURRENT LOADS  59.50 FUTURE LOADS 50.25 TOTAL LOADS 109.75
SE NE MW SC NW SW
CLASS ORG DST ORG DST ORG DST LOADS CLASS ORG DST ORG DST ORG DST LOADS
GNRW1 74.00 7860 74.17 76.09 75.00 72.00 20.00 GNRW1 -- - -- -- - - 3.00
GNRW 2 - - -- - - 71.00 3.00 GNRBR1 -- 105.00 - - - - 1.00
GNRW 3 - -- 58.00 59.00 56.00 59.00 200 GLWJ - -- - - - 77.00 2.00
GNR BR XL - - -- 105.57 83.50 75.00 325 GLWXL 70.64 78.50 - - - 78.30 12.25
GNRBR 1 -- 104.00 -- 113.00 - - 350 GLWLG - -- - - - 7435 6.75
GLWJ -- 81.00 -- 95.00 64.00 -- 250 GLWMD 57.00 65.00 56.00 - - 61.00 2.25
GL W XL -- 90.00 86.00 86.14 70.31 82.50 29.50 NRBS-39 47.00 48.00 - - - - 2.00
GLWLG 89.00 89.58 82.75 86.77 64.20 85.38 30.25
GLWMD 69.00 67.00 65.86 66.00 - 62.86 17.00
GLWSM 4950 51.00 49.67 51.33 43.00 45.00 5.00 *Weighted average prices are listed for various classed priced by ori-
NRBS - 48 -- - -- - 63.00 64.50 17.00  gin and/or distination for 6 regions. The loads column reflects tota
NRBS - 39 - - - - - 35.00 1.00 loads reported and includes loads with prices to be determined later.
NRBS categories represent net weight-material may or may not be
included. Load movement represents total movement within 6 re-
gions.
LIGHT TYPE HENS NATIONAL CANNER FOWL MARKET Majority prices were unchanged

WITHIN THE NEXT 10 DAYS

REMOVAL COST

RANGE

0-12

CENTS PER HEAD, GENERALLY FOR REMOVAL

(INCLUDES HANDLING, FREIGHT AND ANY OTHER
CHARGES, WEIGHTS AVERAGE ABOUT 3.50 POUNDS)

EASTERN REGION Values were unchanged when compared
to a week earlier. Offerings of spent fowl were no better than
adequate for processing schedules that were less than
normal due to holiday schedules. Demand was fair to

moderate. Opinions on removal cost were generally steady.

MAJORITY

10-11

on both light and heavy canners when compared to a week earlier.
Demand was mostly moderate. Trading was light. Available offer-
ings were clearing satisfactorily. Processing schedules for next week
were less than normal due to holiday schedules. The undertone

was steady.

CENTS PER POUND, CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS, WITHOUT FREIGHT COST
LIGHT CANNER HENS HEAVY CANNER HENS

(LINE RUN WITHOUT NECKS) (WITHOUT NECKS)

21-255 MAJORITY 23.5-24.5  29-36 MAJORITY 34-35

CENTS PER POUND, CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS, FREIGHT COST INCLUDED
LIGHT CANNER HENS HEAVY CANNER HENS

(LINE RUN WITHOUT NECKS) (WITHOUT NECKS)

23-27 MAJORITY 26 31.5-38 MAJORITY 35.5-37.5

SOUTH CENTRAL LIGHT LIVEHEN Values were too few to report.
Demand was light for fully adequate offerings of light fowl. Sched-
ules were reduced. Finished sales were slow. Salvage costs
were expected to remain constant.

RANGE MAJORITY

REMOVAL COST  TOO FEW TO REPORT

NORTH CENTRAL LIGHT LIVE HENS Prices ranged unchanged
to lower. Demand was light to moderate as processors ad-
justed schedules due to the upcoming holidays. Offerings were

*sNOTICE***

REMOVAL COST

RANGE
0-12.5

generally adequate. Opinions of value were steady.
MAJORITY
10-12.25

WEST COAST LIGHT LIVE HEN Plants worked seasonally light

slaughter schedules. Offerings in fair balance with needs.

COMBINED REGIONAL SHELL EGGS

Average prices on sales to volume buyers, Grade A Large or better,

White eggs in cartons, delivered warehouse, cents per dozen.

Due to Canadian Holidays -
the release of the

Weekly U.S./Canadian Live Poultry Slaughtered

Under Inspection Report

will not be available.

REGIONS EXLARGE LARGE MEDIUM
NORTHEAST 97.50 96.00 75.50
SOUTHEAST 98.50 96.50 75.00
MIDWEST 91.50 89.50 71.00
SOUTH CENTRAL 97.50 97.50 79.00
COMBINED REGIONAL 96.28 94.98 75.32

COMPUTED FROM SIMPLE WEEKLY AVERAGES WEIGHTED BY
REGIONAL AREA POPULATIONS

Please look for the information
on our
January 09, 2004

issue.
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Inspected Eqg Products-U.S. & Canada Export/Import Trade

U.S. Exports to Canada, in Pounds (000) (Preliminary)

Week Ending December 13, 2003

Year-To-Date

2003 2002/1 2003 2002
Liquid 358 258 16,883 20,046
Frozen 0 0 96 21
Dried 0 32 559 835
Total 358 290 17,538 20,902

U.S. Imports From Canada, in Pounds (000) (Preliminary)

Week Ending December 13, 2003

Year-To-Date

2003 2002/1 2003 2002
Liquid 62 80 5,418 5,998
Frozen 95 78 3,699 3,373
Dried 40 80 1,292 5,123
Total 197 238 10,409 14,494

Inspected Shell Eqgs

U.S Exports To Canada, In 30-Dozen Cases (Preliminary)

Week Ending December 13, 2003

Year-To-Date

2003 2002 /1 2003 2002
Jumbo 33 17 603 1,623
Extra Large 2,940 2,505 39,978 52,602
Large 6,430 7,653 141,492 154,443
Medium 2,432 1,424 68,103 50,377
Ungraded 1,560 11,160 182,412 367,975
Misc 0 0 14,642 14,017
Total 13,395 22,759 447,230 641,037

Comparable Week, to-date figures may not total due to rounding.

Source: USDA/AMS Poultry Programs, Market News Branch in

cooperation with Agriculture Canada, Poultry Development Division.

WEEKLY COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS - (INCL GOVT STOCKS)

MOVEMENT OF EGGS INTO RETAIL CHANNELS  W/E 20-Dec-2003

SELECTED Ccw PW PCT CHG
CONSUMING CENTERS ~ THOUSANDS PW LY
ATLANTA 33.2 28.6 16 12
BOSTON 4.1 3.9 5 5
CHICAGO 64.2 60.5 6 14
DETROIT 33.2 36.9 -10 -1
KANSAS CITY 5.9 57 4 64
LOS ANGELES 84.7 1011 -16 -17
NEW ORLEANS 10.1 8.7 16 -41
NEW YORK 36.3 31.9 14 -17
ST. LOUIS 24.3 215 13 17
SAN FRANCISCO 27.8 24.8 12 -1
TOTAL 323.8 323.6 0 -4
4 WK MVG AVG 319.9

COMMERCIAL EGG MOVEMENT REPORT
(RECEIPTS FROM PRODUCERS)

W/E 20-Dec-03

CASES PERCENT CHANGE FROM
REGIONS (IN THOUS) PW LY
N. ATLANTIC 228.9 3 -5
E.N. CENTRAL 601.7 7 9
W.N. CENTRAL 310.0 3 13
S.ATLANTIC 159.4 -17 1
S. CENTRAL 120.6 4 22
WEST 186.7 -3 -8
TOTAL 1607.3 1 5
MATCHED PLANTS REPORTING 86 86

NEW ENGLAND WEEKLY SHELL EGG REPORT Dec 23, 2003
PRICES PAID PER DOZEN GRADE A BROWN EGGS IN CARTONS
DELIVERED STORE DOOR.

SELECTED STGE CENTERS (IN THOUSANDS) EXTRALARGE ~ LARGE MEDIUM  SMALL
FREGSLBS TURKSLBS POPLBS MAINE 153 148 107 81
AM  12/22/03 3,383 114,020 43,979 MOSTLY - - - -
AM  12/01/03 3,395 110,555 45,473
CHG 1o aa65 494 NEW HAMPSHIRE ~ 148-152  143-147 100-104  74-78
PCT CHG 0% 3% 3% MOSTLY 150-151  145-146 102-103 76-77
RHODE ISLAND 152-156  147-151 106-110  80-84
MOSTLY 152 147 106 80
VERMONT 159  150-154 107-111 ;
MOSTLY ; 154 111 ;
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