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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
(8:17 a.m)

MR SIDEMAN: Carolyn will not be here at
| east for two or three hours. She has a neeting with
actually a very inportant person here in Washi ngton,
so I'"'mgoing to be running the neeting for a while.

The first order of business today is going
to be public comment and then we're going to have a
task force report. Richard is not here either, but
Richard will be here.

MR SIDEMAN. Jim are you ready to start?

MR RIDDLE: Sure.

MR S| DENVAN: The first speaker is going
to be Emly Brant Reagan from OVRI and she's got a

m nute to gather her thoughts.

M5. REAGAN Good norni ng. I'm Emly
Brant Reagan. I'm with the Organic Material Renew
Institute, Policy Director. | amgrateful to be here
thi s norning. My topic is to address sonme issues

about |ivestock feed ingredients.
First, however, |'d like to thank the

board for all your hard work and all the tinme you' ve
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commtted and valuable tinme working in a volunteer
capacity to do this stuff. [It's not easy work, and we
really appreciate the effort you' ve nade.

Li vestock issues, as we've heard during
the neeting, are really kind of pressing right now
with the rule inplenmentation period. There's a |ot of
materials that need review The Livestock Commttee
and the NOP staff have developed a very promsing
approach to handle sone of the outstanding problens.

Verification is needed for a review of t hese

i ngredi ents. There's a draft circulating, and |
believe it wll be posted on the web for public
comment after this neeting, but | thought 1'd just

junmp start ny comments on that to |let you know where
we' re headed.

We think this piece of information is very
tinely. It's needed by the producers and the
certifiers so that we can go ahead and inplenent the
rul e. | urge you to nove forward pronptly on
reviewmmng this draft, but also to look at it carefully
and not hastily and consider the inpact of those

deci si ons.
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OVRI works to review materials, brand nane
mat eri al s. That's our mgjor mssion for our
or gani zati on. And we face decisions every day about
the status of livestock nmaterials. They're not easy
to review Oten they have 30 and 40 ingredients for
a standard feed additive or for biotic. So they take
a lot of thinking, and there's a lot of issues on all
t hose ingredients.

Last year we spent considerable tinme with
our Advisory Council and seeking public coment to
develop a fairly conprehensive |ist of approved
generic vitamns and mnerals, and we also crafted a
policy to deal wth the incidental agricultural
carriers, botanicals and direct fed m croorgani sns.
We wel conme NOSB attention to this subject so we can
build confidence and consensus in the organic
community around all these topics.

Wile the current draft proposal that's
going to be circulated proposes to allow all vitamns
and mnerals permtted by AAFCO which is the
Associ ation of Anmerican Feed Control Oficials, we

suggested NOSB and the industry |look closely at the
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inplications and weigh carefully this approach agai nst
ot her possi bl e approaches.

Qur advi sor and subscri ber conment s
supported a sonewhat nore conservative concept that
all vitamns/mnerals approved for organic use should
be limted to the ones that are already included in 21
CFR as regulated by FDA. W also rem nd the Board of
the policy that was expressed in 1995 by this Board
that use of synthetic vitamns should be consistent
with the National Research Council guidelines as a
basis for nutrient requirenents, and this is also
cited in the preanble of the rule.

Both OFPA and the rule at 237(B)(2)
prohibit, quote, "The use of feed supplenents or
additives in anmounts above those needed for adequate
nutrition and health maintenance for the species at
its specific stage of life." So this is going to take
alittle review because, for exanmple, while FDA lists
as regulated vitamn K for nmany species, NRC
recomends that it's not required for rum nants. So
it seens to ne if you are |looking at the regulation

you need to look at also when are they truly a
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synthetic vitamn and when is there the NRC
requi renent al so condones that?

W're in the mdst of doing an analysis
which we will give you in a chart formto nmake this

easier to conpare, but it seens to show that there's

many available fornms listed in 21 CFR for every
necessary nutrient, vitamn and mneral. VW wil be
giving this list to you and we'l|l request your serious

consi derati on.

| think a good suggestion would be to seek
a presentation from FDA officials to explain the
difference in standards of data requirenents for a
material that's listed at 21 CFR versus those which
t hey have granted a letter of no objection to OFPA and
permtted listing of their publication. There is a
different standard of data, and | think you should be
aware before you just whol eheartedly adopt one set
versus the list in The Federal Register.

Quickly, 1'd say another really inportant
point is that the draft tal ks about carriers, and it's
a really good idea, | think, to separate the use of a

m nor anount of agricultural carriers from the
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requi rement from organic feed. But the big problem
with this issue are the secondary ingredients. |t
could be I|ike wheat mddlings. There's also m nor

secondary ingredients in vitamns and the vitamns
t hensel ves that may have GMO sources. So take a | ook
at that. W have done extensive work on GMO policy,
and we're going to continue to work with the industry
and the community and bring that back to you. So
hopefully we <can all work together to get sone
progress on that issue.

Thank you very nuch

MR. SIDEMAN:  Any questions? W'Ill go on
and comment nore about that issue of mnor ag products
and carriers and GVO. Wiat are your suggestions on how
t hat woul d be done?

M5. REAGAN. W' ve devel oped this decision
tree. Basically, it takes a stricter |ook at
ingredients going into human food and |ivestock feed
than it would if it were nore secondarily applied as a
soil application or in a crop because we nake a
di stinction between direct and indirect GVO sources

But right now our policy, for instance, would say that
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anything that's derived froma GVOD cannot be an ani nal
feed at all at any level. So this is a real problem
especially in vitamns, the oil-based vitamns,
Vitamn A D and E, and it's the sanme problem for
human f ood.

We're not seeing that they're available in
non-GMO form W have to figure out how to deal with
t hat because they are being used in food and feed and
basically they're not identifiably from sources that
are not GMO

VR, SI DEMAN: Do you see a solution? M
problem with this is I, too, see the problem but I
haven't cone up with a solution other than just say
they're okay rather than telling farners they don't
have the option to use those vitam ns.

M5. REAGAN. Right. R ght. WlIl, that's,
you know, we're just faced wth that decision now.
W're trying to get some answers, too, because we
realize the manufacturers are comng to us saying, for
instance, the new comodity conpanies |ike Archer
Daniels Mdland are issuing statenments saying there's

no genetically altered DNA in this product, even
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though it was probably derived from conm ngled
products. So, therefore, we would tell you -- you
know, they're issuing these statenments sort of |iKke,
you know, people are requesting affidavits and they
get a statenent like this that says don't worry about
it. It's been tested. There's no rDNA in there, so
it's not genetically altered. That doesn't neet our
definition, but we need to figure out what's going on
because | think there's a lot of different responses
to that kind of information.

MR, SI DEMAN: Wuld you personally be
opposed to disallow ng them or disallow ng them sayi ng
it's an incidental anmount and a tiny anmount that's
probably not any nore than you're going to get from
genetic drift by using organic corn chips?

M5. REAGAN: | don't want to go on the
record. W can talk about it. | did sone surveying

of certifiers at the neetings this week end to find

out what are they allowing right now | think it's in
our food. | nean you can't ignore it.
MR S| DEMAN: That's sonmething for

everybody to be thinking about, even off the record.
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Thomas Har di ng.

MR. HARDING Good norning. First, | want
to thank the NOSB and the USDA and the NOP and not
only those who are sitting here but those that cane
bef ore you because you' ve done an outstandi ng job, and
I"'m glad I'm not sitting where you are because you
have a very difficult job.

| want to speak about two issues real
quickly. I've reformulated themas | sat here for the
| ast several days. | just want to share sone thoughts
of sonme of the people I work with and sonme thoughts

that we feel that may help nove things a little faster

al ong.

The first thing is on fish, the aquatic
syst ens. Regul ating organic wild and farmed aquatic
systens is the title. It is ny opinion and that of

those that the best nodel for us to follow to devel op
and inplenment a responsible certified organic aquatic
system is the one that nature has provided wthin a
bal anced bi odi verse ecosystem one that takes into
account the current desperate situation of our globa

fisheries, farmed and wild, one that in a responsible
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way restores and sustains our global fisheries,
protects our famly fishernen, rural communities and
associ ate economc environnental and cultural assets
wi th absol ute stewardship.

By undertaking the devel opnent of organic
aquatic standards inspection and certification of
qual i fied aquatic systens responsibly and by utilizing
a legally defined and regulated label, that 1is
certified organic, and by informng our intelligent
market place wth integrity about the integrated
val ues these products represent, we can nake a very
big difference and | ead the way for others to follow
Leaving this work in the hands of unregulated
ecol abels will not enhance our famly principles but
will sinply further confuse and dilute our grow ng
mar ket pl ace of concerned consuners.

In closing, we already have at |east two
nodels wth certified organic standards for aquatic
systens and a group of commtted consuners and
retailers. Al'l aquatic systens w il not qualify.
This also is true of our terrestrial systens.

Restoration and sustainably mnanaged systens do not
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require control, fenced in systens necessarily.

What we need is a paradigmshift. Wat we
need is to ook at the systemvery differently than we
do at the | and-based system Qherw se, soon we'll be
flooded wwth EU and Chilean-certified organic fish,
and | don't think that's what we need here for our
mar ket place or for our famly fishernen. At | east
today we need to nmake a decision, a decision that
we're going to nove this process forward and allow
standards to develop or we're going to say no to it
and we're going to go on about our business, but we
need a deci sion.

The second part is about materials,
materials petitions, national lists, and annotations.

For nearly two decades and nore in sone cases,
private producer-owned certification prograns have
struggled with materials, the materials process, the
whol e review and, of course, building materials lists
for fertilizers, pesticide processing aids, and the
like. At this point, we nay even have a very closely
related list that also requires working wth, even

before the publishing of the final reg.
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The materials process is relatively clear.
It seenms to be cut and dried, as is the TAP review
process, at least to the point that it gets where we
all start to look at it in the public view The
approval process from the standpoint of how we go
around and | ook at a material fromboth a science base
and, in sone cases, a philosophical base renmains to be
seen how good that process is.
| think it's really inportant that this
process of approval be clear, consistent, and nmake
sure that it is a science base and that where our
phi | osophi cal values cone in we should go back to our
famly principles. | nmean it's really inportant that
we understand that the public/private process
certainly has slowed down what you're trying to do
here and may be the reason why sone of us look at it
as a system that's really not functional but

dysfunctional at tines. That's no criticism for you

because we've all inherited this system

Wen a material is approved from the
national list, it should apply to all soil, crop,
livestock and food processing categories. For
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exanple, an approved processing synthetic nmnateri al
should be approved for all processed organic food
categories, not a single category, i.e., dairy, soy
foods, mlled and processed grains, neat and neat
al ternati ves.

Annot ati on shoul d be used to a m ni nrum and
certainly never to give what is perceived to be a
process category an advantage to one or other or many
vendors. It's very inportant that we look at this
thing. [It's not saying that's what you're doing, but
that certainly is the perception sonetines, that there
i s advantages to sonme and no advantages to others.

The present process for annotation that
qualifies certain processes is to ne a mstake. Let's
trust the system Let's nove on with the system
Let's nmake sure that whatever we do, we nmaintain an
open, transparent and a bal anced system of decision
maki ng. And by the way, this should be nore science
t han phil osophy. It should get back to famly
princi pl es.

Thank you.

MR. SIDEMAN.  Thank you, Tom
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Any questions?

MR. LOCKERETZ: You said that if we don't
certify "wild,"” the product species will be flooded by
organic fish from Europe and Chile, but how will that
be possible since inports to this country that say
organic have to have been certified by USDA,
accredited, certified USDA standards and that there
are no standards for aquatics, wld aquatics. Her e
there are no standards that we woul d accept an inport.

Is that not so?

MR HARDING \Well, that's certainly what
the rule says. Let's see what happens in the
meant i ne. W still lack a definition from O3 on
whet her in fact products that say organic that doesn't
carry the USDA seal. There are questions on the table
with regard to this issue.

MR, LOCKERETZ: That case tal ks about a
much, rmuch bigger issue than wild aquatic species.

MR HARDI NG Sure we are. ' m speaki ng
specifically about aquatic species. Your point
yesterday with regards to processing age is also

sonet hing we need fromthe standpoint of OGC.  They're
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in the sane category clearly, or the |ack thereof.

Any ot her questions?

MR. BANDELE: | have one in terns of what
you were saying if a particular material was approved
in one instance, it should be approved across the
boar d. I was wondering though if in sone cases, in
one system there may be sone alternatives, sone
realistic alternatives that could be used whereas in
the other those alternatives may not be in existence.

How woul d you deal with that?

MR, HARDI NG Wll, certainly that comes
into the evaluation process and if there are
legitimate really qualified materials to substitute,
no question. But in any discussions |'ve seen, not
only with this neeting but nmany neetings preceding
this neeting, we do not have substitutes that fall
into the economcally, or functional or they' re not
even very good. They're 100 vyear-old nmateria
substitutes. Wiere we have a category -- for exanple,
"1l give you one you dealt wth yesterday, sodium
phosphate or, for that matter, calcium hydroxide --

there's a |ot of mat eri al s. In a functiona
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standpoint, what's wong with opening it up to all of
the food categories in the process? Wuat's wong with
that? Unless you have sone reason to say no to it,
you should include it for the tine being. And if you
really want to grow the industry, you should open up
and trust the system not specifically say for dairy
or for soy foods or for mlk products or for this or
t hat .

| think what it'll do, it will cause us to

go and find legitimte benign substitutes as we evol ve

the industry and add nore val ue. But on the other
hand, we will not look like we're closing the door to
other parts of our community. | think it's very

inportant that those annotations don't say for dairy
only. Wth all due respect, | work primarily with the
dairy community, so |I'm looking at this thing in the
long term So | would like to say open it up to all
food categories wunless you have a real serious
scientific reason in fact that that material is not
beneficial in another process --
MR SIDEMAN. Kim

MS5. BURTON Tom sonething that would
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assist the board and those of us that have to make
these decisions is to actually have nore input from
t hese people who are petitioning these materials. W
had nobody here yesterday from the soy industry to
hel p us nmake that --

MR HARDING | totally agree.

M5. BURTON: I'"'m not criticizing the
process of the material but it certainly would help
all of us, help understand what the needs are.

MR HARDING If | had read ny last I|ine,
| would have said exactly that because the |ack of
good, clear applications, the lack of support here by
the industry making the petition, all that falls into
the sanme category. Al I'msaying is that drawi ng the

category fromthe beginning and then if you have to go

back in five years after all, you have a w ndow there
that's right there. You don't have to put
applications in three years and five years. It's

goi ng to happen anyway.
Thank you very mnuch.
MR, SI DEMAN.  Thank you.

Ji m Pi erce.
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MR. Pl ERCE: Thank you very nuch for
novi ng this over here.

MR SI DEMAN:  You're wel cone.

MR. Pl ERCE: You mght also think about
announci ng who's on deck so that they can be ready to
stand up.

| don't have a prepared witten statenent.

Denni s Sl ack suggested that | sing for you but, since
he's not here to record, | don't think that'll happen
ei t her.

W're here in the center of denocracy
essentially watching a piece of history being nade.
|, Iike everyone else who will probably stand up here
and testify, thanks you for noving this process
forward, for the hard work and dedication and
selfl essness that you' ve all expressed in taking on
this often thankl ess job.

Searching for a netaphor on the way over
here, 1 thought about the anal ogy of |aws and sausages
and how many people watch slaughter facilities and
then turn vegetarian. | just hope that people aren't

going to watch you guys anending the national Ilists
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and then going off organic food, although I'm
considering, | am seriously considering giving up
witing petitions.

Constructively but critically, | would
like to offer a few observations and points from
yest er day. | think the petition process may have
taken a step backwards yesterday. Tom put many of
these points very eloquently in that if a petition
comes forward for specific use, it needs to expand to
i nclude all possible uses.

Sodi um phosphate | guess was a good one.
Sodi um phosphate was allowed for dairy. The petition
was for tools, to use it as a tool in the devel opnent
of soy products. |If it's a suitable material, if it's
not insidious to the environment or the food or the
consunmer or the intent of the rule, then it should be
available as a tool. Li kewse wth the sodium
hydr oxi de. That was the one for peaches. If it's
good for peeling peaches, it's not just about J.R
Whods. It's about peeling stone fruit if that's the
only way to get the peel off. If caustic |lye peeling

is an insidious process, then it shouldn't be all owed.
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If it is not an insidious process, then it should be
al lowed for peaches or apricots or pluns or whatever
it needs to be used for. Enough said on that.

Anot her point that Tom touched on is you
can not, should not and fortunately don't have to run
this whole program Behind you is the NOP and the
certifiers and the farners. Those that do foliant
nutrient, calcium chloride. I[f calcium chloride is
safe to spray on plants in order to give them cal cium
upt ake, then approve it and then assune that if a
person doesn't have enough calciumin their soil and
they have to be doing this year after year, that their
farm plan, their managenent plan is out of kilter and
the certifier is going to point that out to them and
they're going to have to add sone calcium to their
soil . The system will work if you just |oosen the
reins and let it goalittle bit.

The annot ati on. | think in sone attenpts
to keep the industry pure, you've over-annotized and |
think if you go back and read -- and I wsh | had the
actual |anguage for your copper sulphate annotation

was very specific and way too specific. I f copper
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sul phate, which is wdely wused in the organic
industry, if it is safe-- and these people nade a
brilliant point about how little they put in the water
and how they manage it already. If they're going to
build up copper, then that's going to cone out in
their farmplan as well.

Upcom ng 1 Ssues. This afternoon Dr.
Robert Post will be here to talk about |abeling of
meat i ssues. This is a big deal for us, for ne.
There will be a handout that | wish |I had ready today
but | just need to copy it off. It'Il be a handout
Wi th sonme positions and sonme questions. The problem
with the paradox with the neat is that since it was
only allowed organic recently, it has a lot further to
catch up to get into the organic system and, of
course, like a few things, there's a lot of other
agencies with the FSIS as another regul atory agency.
They have to all be brought into concert. | think
you're ready to deal with this issue.

Last one that 1'd like to nention is that
the transition to organic on a staggered level is

confusing and probably a disparity. |'m not sure how
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wor kabl e that is. As hard as | try to understand the

issue that farns conme in in April, some of them have
unti | Cctober, sonme of them have until their
anni versary date. | think you're ready to deal wth

that as well and, there again, there are certifiers
here. Hopefully there will be sone certifiers on your
board in the future. That's a certification issue
that | think they' re prepared to help you deal wth.

W'll go back and hopefully have safe
flights home to our life, wherever that |life may be,
and I wite sone nore lyrics to long-time ago popul ar
songs. | wish you well until we neet again. Thank
you.

MR. SIDEMAN:  Any questions?

MR,  BANDELE: | just have a comment. I
agree wth both of your points and | think ny vote
woul d indicate that. On the other hand, wth the
copper sul phate issue, in sone cases it may -- the

annotations of allowng just a very, very limted use
but the other cases wthout those annotations, sone
board nenbers because of problens wth copper

sul phate, the European community is -- so wthout
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t hose annotations, it may not have been passed at all.

So sonetines, even though it appears as though it's
narrowm ng, the rule my not be able to use them at
all.

MR, Pl ERCE: Briefly though, if you had
al l oned copper sulphate for wuse in controlling --
production, then you have to leave it up to the
managenent at that point. You don't have to say every
ot her year that 10 pounds per acre. You | ook at that
annot ati on years fromnow or other people wll |ook at
it, not having seen the process or seen your faces up
there, | just think that that was -- but | think you
did a very good job of presenting the synopsis of
those materials so that everybody could get noving
forward on it.

M5. KCEN G | think the one thing people
don't realize -- well, #1, a lot of people haven't
read through the material as nuch as the Board has
read through the material and it mnay appear that
peopl e are kind of maybe making rash decisions in the
audi ence. But | think nost board nenbers -- | can

speak for nyself -- we read the material, we try to
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anal yze things, and there's a lot of criteria that
we're looking at. So what may be the one need of one

set of industry or a very inportant point for one

individual, that's not the only point that we're
| ooki ng at. Those criteria were set forth in the
CFPA.

This is nmy opinion as | see it and 1'l]

just give you sone insight as to how | nade the
decision. | look at those criteria. Frankly, nostly
everything doesn't neet everything. If it did, it
would be a l|ot easier. | guess | think a lot of

people err on the side of caution. W haven't seen
this thing inplenented. It's a very new process.
W're really not sure about howit's going to be used.

I think naturally people are nuch nore cautious
initially to just, you know, go ahead and do a whole
| ot of putting things on things just because of how it
may be i npl enent ed.

You may not agree with that phil osophy,

but | think the process is an evolving one. I think
things wll probably change as the program noves
forward. | hate to say it because |I'm a grower, too,
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and sonetines we need these products, but | think

growers and processors and such are going to have to

be patient with the process. | think the industry
will come up to the plate in many cases and use
alternatives and stretch thensel ves. | know |'ve had

to change a lot of things in ny operation that
haven't been frankly very happy wth. But the facts
are either you're certified or you choose not to be
certified. To me, the ultimate thing, the market wl|l
go nowhere if public doesn't have confidence. [|f they
just look at a synthetic list and realize that
everything is just kind of on there and anybody can
use nostly any synthetic that you would wuse in
conventional agriculture, that's probably to ne the
thing that the public -- you know, and that's ny
opi nion again -- but what the public is nost concerned
about is what's in their food.
MR PIERCE: And that's clearly a pitfall

Along with that caution, | would just suggest that
you consider anticipation at the sane tinme, thinking
that down the road there may be a potentially not in

your sight now use for these materials and if that is
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bad, then that's where it needs to be annotated.
"Al | owabl e except” | think is the decision process you
shoul d conme up wth. But you're right. The pitfall
is that the whole thing becones neaningless and |'ve
stood right here and |l ectured you on that, too.

MR, SIDEMAN:  Any ot her questions?

Thank you, Jim

Kelly, you're next and 1'd like to say
that if you haven't signed up and you'd like to nake
comments, please do so now.

M5. SHEA: Good norning to everyone. |'l|
say, |ike everyone else, thank you so nuch to the
NCSB, NOP, and USDA for what they're doing right now

This is the first tinme |'ve ever commented to the
Boar d. | usually sit and listen, but | didn't sleep
so well last night about a couple of things, so I'd
like to share sonme things wth the Board.

|'ve been in the organic industry for over
10 years, and ny job has mainly been of value adding
for famly farners. | began working with fruits and
veget abl es, worked for the Mnnesota Trade Ofice for

a while, worked with IP or identity-preserved soy bean
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farmers mainly segregating non- GMO products. | worked
with organic soy bean farnmers, wheat farners, snall
grain farnmers and the last two years |'ve been working
with organic dairy cattle.

| want to share with you sone thoughts
about the seriousness of the decisions that are nmade
at this board. | want to share with you the fact that
many, nmany conpanies are out there and nmany, many
farmers are out there hanging on to your every word,
waiting to see what you're going to decide, waiting to
see what the NOP wll do wth your decisions, and
waiting to see howthat wll affect their farns.

Recently Colorado, Wwhich is a packaged
foods nmarketing publication that comes out and talks
about the state of the organic industry, said that in
year 2000 all organic foods in the US. totaled $8
billion. They said that organic food has been grow ng
by 15 to 20 percent a year and by 2005 it'l|l be over
$20 billion. They also, according to SPINS data that
was in Natural Food Merchandiser in June of 2001,
organic dairy has grown faster than any other sector.

Forty-one percent it grew in the year 2000 versus 27
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percent for the rest of the industry. Therefore, it's
pretty conservative to think that it's going to
i ncrease by about two and a half tines or it needs to
increase by about two and a half tinmes to neet
consuner demand in the year 2005.

Now here cones the nyth. The nyth is that
industry is going to try to build huge dairy farns to
nmeet that demand. That's a nyth. The conpany | work
for, Horizon Oganic, is selling the land they
purchased in California to build a dairy. Qut of the
three dairies our conpany is currently operating, the
dairy in Colorado will shut down. It does not have
the land base to neet the access to pasture
recomendation. The other two dairies we own, one in
| daho and one in Maryl and, have began transitioning to
pasture for lactating cows since January of 2000, | ast
year, based on the rule comng out. W've hired
grazing experts, we've hired forage experts, and we've
spent a lot of capital expenditure changing the
infrastructure of those dairies to conply.

You've heard erroneously that t hose

dairies wll be sold because they can't conply. And I
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only bring this up -- | wasn't going to comment but
|"ve heard board nenbers say things to ne over the
| ast couple of days that are nyths. The reason our
conpany has put the dairies up for sale is to get the
35 mllion to 40 mllion capital that's in those
dairies to expand our brand out of the refrigerator
and onto the shelf. The dairies will not be able to
be sold unless they're conpliant. \What our agreenent
with the buyer is that they sign a docunent that they
wi |l keep those dairies organic for 10 to 20 years and
sell the mlk back to us. So basically the conpany is
trying to have their cake and eat it, too.

|"m not here to talk to you about the two
dairies that Horizon owns. We've got the noney, the
people and the brains to nake sure they conply. ["m
here to talk to you about the 200 to 500 farns that
sell the product to us, and that's dairy farners and
grape farners.

"Il basically wap it by saying |I'm very
excited about the access-to-pasture recommendation
that the Livestock Conmttee has put forth. It's

sonmething that's needed in the industry. There's one

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

32

thing I want you to think about and there's one thing
that's not included in the recommendation, and that's
the fact that the famly farns that are waiting to
hear what you decide did not begin to transition their
ground to pasture a year and a half ago Ilike our
conpany di d. They're buying seed this harvest to
plant this spring and, if this recomendation has to
be in effect by Cctober, I"'mnot wlling to |ose one
famly farm not when people cavalierly say, well,
yes, | saw a place and it's going to go out of

busi ness. These guys didn't nake it in conventional

That's why they went organic. | don't want to see
anot her business -- think about what you're doing and
make this part of a long-termfarmplan. |I'msorry to
be enotional. | know these people. Thank you

MR, SIDEMAN:  Thank you, Kelly.

Any questions for Kelly?

MR Rl DDLE: Just one brief coment. I
appreciate your testinony and | agree. | see this as
a farmplan issue and | think that's integral to the
Livestock Commttee recommendation that we'll be

voting on today. So long as the ability to conply is

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

33

bei ng denonstrated and inplenented, that would be an
ongoi ng condition in the farm plan of that particul ar
operation on a case-by-case basis. That's how |
understand the recomendation and that's certainly how
| would support that it be inplenmented as certifiers
are accredited.

M5.  SHEA It needs to be in the
recomendati on because it's not in the recommendati on.

It says that it's a farmplan system of managenent of
pasture, but not getting -- and sonebody |ike this guy
who with the road in front of his house, he m ght have
to buy sone nore land and that's going to take him a
couple of years to put shoes on his kids and save up
the noney for additional -- transition --

MR. RI DDLE: kay. You' d like it to be
even nore explosive is what |I'm hearing, that -- to
i npl enent ati on.

M5. SHEA: | don't want --

MR. BANDELE: Kelly, let me be clear. So
what would your recommendation be in terns of that
scenario that you just painted? |'m not a |ivestock

per son. I"'m trying to understand exactly what you
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woul d recommend in that regard cone Cctober 2002.

M5.  SHEA: Wen we talked about the
princi ples of organic agriculture yesterday, we talked
about sonething that we're all working towards. W
tal ked about a bar that we're all working towards and
the idea that access to pasture is that it is required
by the rule. Every certifier is going to be
inplenmenting that at every farm | believe that we
need to trust the certifiers to work wth the
producers to get themthere and we need to trust that
a certifier can look at a producer and say, you have
no intention of ever getting there. You have no |and
base. You can nmake this.

But if a producer can say, here's a letter
from ny neighbor Joe. He's going to retire in a year
or two. He's going to sell ne his |and. He' s going
to transition it to organic and they're nonitored. |
don't know the exact warning we would use to do that,
but I don't want to see this be a drop dead date for
peopl e because it takes a couple of years just to
establish a standard nutritive pasture and sone of ny

producers in the Northeast that are grazers aren't
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managi ng the pasture the way the rule calls for. | t

calls for water managenent. They're going to need to

fence out their water areas probably and nove the

water to a tank so that as the animals are drinking,

they're not depositing waste in the streans. These

best managenent practices are being inplenented by

states and counties, fencing out for -- areas. Thi s

is sonething they're not doing today on all farns and

also the idea that the inspector wll say, how much

nutrition are these animals getting from grazing

because nutritive quality 1is now part of the

definition of pasture in the rule. So they're going

to need sone help with what they plant. A crop is an

entire year. Do you see what | nmean? The tineline is

| ong.

MR SI DEMVAN: Kelly, thank you for your

conment s. | think the Board is going to seriously

take themin consideration.

M5. SHEA: Thank you very nmuch. And I
sorry. | wish | wasn't crying all the tine.

MR, SI DENVAN: The next speaker, who

forgot to give a warning to, is David Engel.
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MR. ENCEL: | want to also very nuch thank
you. | appreciate not only your efforts but | was
noticing, thinking to nyself yesterday and the day
before, how |ucky you guys are to have this kind of
input into your deliberations. | think it's really,
really neat.

|'"d like to share a story this norning to
try to convey ny thoughts. A story helps to put a
di fferent perspective on things and hopefully when you
remenber it later, maybe help you with problens. It's
not neant to be personal.

My friend Roger was fishing the other day
and, as he was leaving the |ake going up, he had a
bucket of fish and the ganme warden cane up and said,
where'd you get those fish? Do you have a |icense?
Roger thought for a nonent and said, no, sir, | don't.

These are ny pet fish. | take them down to the |ake
for outdoor access once a week and | throw themin and
then when | whistle they junp back in the bucket and
we go hone. And the gane warden said, yes, right,
"1l bet. Cone on, buddy.

So Roger said no, that's true, sir. Wuld
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you like to see? And the gane warden said, yes, this
| got to see. So they went down to the | ake and Roger
threw the fish in the water and they were standing
there watching and waiting. The ganme warden said
wel | ? And Roger said, well what? And the gane warden
said, well, aren't you going to whistle and have them
junmp back in the bucket? And Roger said, have who
junp back in the bucket? And the gane warden said
the fish. And Roger said, what fish?

So the connection of the story here wth
what I'd like to share with you this norning --

MR RIDDLE: Yes, what is the connection?

MR ENCEL: As a community, particularly
the focus here today, these last two days, the NOSB
and the NOP, we've caught up a nmess of fish here with
our rules and regul ations. Whether they're in a
bucket or in the lake or not, it doesn't nmake a whole
| ot of difference. W're having to handle a system
here and process is everything. There's neetings |ike
this and there's lots of talk and there's tons of
paper and discussion of pros and cons and material s.

Al this is the bucket of fish and we're all working
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with that.

But, and you ask, but what? And | say
don't forget and you say don't forget what? And | say
don't forget the farmer. |'ma farnmer and when | cone
here and | see -- for exanple, let's just take this
issue that Kelly was tal king about and there's other
i ssues, too, but that's a good one. Wen you put that
word significant in your recomendation for the
pasture, that has an effect. |'ve been | ooking at
this for quite sone tinme. Well, for six nonths since
the word has been in there, since June but after June
it was put in there. I've talked with different
farnmers and none of themare going to neet that. None
of them because you're tal king about over six nonths
of age basically. It's not said in the rule like that
but what's going to happen is the certification agency
is going to have to take that and use it and if the

farm plan paradigmis not |ooked at or if it's |ooked

at in -- really, what it boils dowm to is many
different people looking at it. | can look at this
boar d right her e. There's no certification
representation on this board. | think that's
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sonet hing that would be very, very hel pful for you all
to have when you look at things like that. Label i ng
i ssues yesterday. Private |abeling.
There is little farm representation here.

I nmean people that are really farnmers and know what
it's like to have to get up and go out and get
somet hi ng done when you wake up in the norning and a
calf is out or a cow has cal ved. To put together a
pasture system that's going to cover everything from
six nmonths of age onward. Nobody is doing that. Not
even Jim Lederburg. You all don't know who Jim
Lederburg is, but he's got 25 - 30 cows. He's
past ur e- based. He sold his green chopper. He does
everything with pasture. But he won't neet that

pasture requirenent if it's applied. So that's just
an exanpl e.

In general, don't box it in. Watch the
| anguage. I think nmy letter to you earlier, the way
the rule is witten right now for access to pasture,
out doors, environnental considerations is really good.

I think certification agencies can work with that and

apply it on a farm plan basis.
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Anot her exanpl e. The OCI standards are
nostly standards which are ACS. The NOP standard,
like | just said, they're not pre-scriptive or post-
scriptive, whatever the word is.

MR SIDEMAN. Are there any questions for
Dave?

| was wonderi ng. | guess there are two
parts to this. One is | get comments from both sides
and the word significant actually went 1in there
because we had comments comng to us from people who
wanted zero pasture and people who wanted 75 percent
of the feed from pasture. So the word significant,
after lots of discussion on the Livestock Commttee,
was our best way of approaching that. W felt that it
could take into account regional differences.

| guess ny question for you is that you
live in Wsconsin, which can grow a |ot of grass, and
why are there so many dairy farns that are selling
organic mlk in a place |ike Wsconsin who can't neet
t he pasture requirenent when it only says significant?

MR. ENCGEL: Al | can speak fromis ny own

exanple, but as | say, when | see what others are
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doi ng they're doing about the sanme thing. | have 200
acres and --

MR SI DEMAN.  How nany cows do you have?

MR. ENCEL: There's 120 head.

MR. SIDEMAN:  Are you ml king about 80 of
t hen?

MR ENGEL: No. Forty five.

MR SI DENVAN: Ml king 45 and how many
acres of pasture?

MR ENGEL: Well, the acreage of pasture,
there's maybe 30 acres of permanent pasture and then
|"ve got a perinmeter fence around or partly around
anot her 45 or 50 acres that | use. | rotate. | don't
put sonething in pasture. Mnagenent-wise, if | don't
use ny rotation to nmanage pastures, then it neans |'ve
got to go in there several tinmes a year because the
cows won't eat certain things. So you have to manage
it.

My situation. I have the young stock
under six nonths of age which | wll conply wth
They're either in a hutch or they're in a pen. And

then I have one, two, three other groups besides the
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cows, besides the mlkers. The mlkers | won't conply

Wit h. It's significant. It's easily 30 percent. I
just don't manage ny land |ike that. And to say that
| should, | don't mnd. I've got, Ilike | say,
peri neter fence. |'ve got | anes. |'"ve got water

three different places. That's the limt that | have
chosen to go to, just like I will only choose to buy
certain equi pnent or do things a certain way.

Frankly, 1'll1 quit farm ng. "1l quit
m | king cows, which | may be at that point anyway, but
|"ve heard other folks say the sane thing concerning
having to conply with sonething like this. It is such
a mpjor, whereas if you can take it gradually. But
right now what the certifier is faced with is they
have to take an do their best in applying that. I
would have to say sone agencies will do it in a
gradual way that may not be such a shock. But it's--

MR S| DEMVAN: That's what the Livestock
Commttee was neaning in their nessage.

MR CARTER You mght want to follow up
on that sane thing because Kelly's comment previously,

| nmean about the transition period, | think is very
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inportant. As far as just saying that famly farnmers
aren't going to be able to neet this at all, just the
i nput that we've gotten fromour part of the world, in
Col orado, New Mexico and particularly working wth
some dairy farmers up in the Straw Valley of Wom ng
and the like is that they have said that they felt
that trying to put this threshold -- and the
definition is significant -- | mean that which gives a
little bit of leeway -- is actually going to give an
advantage to famly farners. In particular, an
organi ¢ system where you're trying to enphasize nore
managenent than off-the-shelf tools to solve every
problem that it's nore |abor intensive to do that so,
therefore, it's nore appropriate to an owner/operator
system

MR, ENGEL: But | could take 50 farners
that are owner-operated that are 40 to 60 to 70, 80
cows, less than 100, which I don't know if that mnakes
a whole lot of difference really but their systens are
not set up to do a pasture basis system They' ve
chosen to keep the -- they have their silos there

they have their investnents. A silo is a $25,000
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investnment. Even to set in place a whole other grass-
based system depending is, to do it right, is $20, 000
- $40,000. It just is. To do it right.

So | don't know. That's fine for the
people in Womng but | knowin our area there's a | ot
of farns that are really, really going to be hard-
pressed unl ess the farm pl an paradi gm does- -

MR, SIDEMAN:  Keep working with us on it.

MR ENGEL: W will.

MR SIDEMAN: Tom  Tom Hut chi nson.

MR HUTCHI NSON: Good nor ni ng. ['"'m Tom
Hut chi nson from the Organic Trade Associ ation. Thank
you all for your work and vyour receptivity to
suggestions for solving potential problens.

First, OIA supports the comments of the
Organics Materials Review Institute. OTA w il be
working with FAS, as per their presentation, to help
identify specific problens experienced by exporters of
organi ¢ products. Pl ease consider referring organic
exporters wth such problens, whether or not they are
OTA nenbers, to nme at OTA so OTA can conpil e evidence

of export problens.
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OTA also strongly urges NOSB to approve
the recommendation of the Accreditation Commttee for
private |abels. They will be happy to clarify the
issue and present the argunent for the need for the
provi si on.

OTA urges NOSB to explore the possibility
of establishing a rolling review of materials, one
fifth of the list every year over the five-year review
schedul e. OTA applauds the work of the Agquatic
Ani mal s Task Force but has reservations about allow ng
an exception to the requirenment for 100 percent
organi c feed. OTA is also concerned about aninal
heal th care when unhealthy animals nust be treated by
treating the whole group of aninmals.

OTA notes the tine spent on discussion of
the allowability of a sunset clause in the annotations
and urges NOSB to request the presence of a
representative of OGC at all NOSB neetings. Thank you
very much

MR SI DEMAN: Thank you, Tom Any
questions for Tonf

MR RIDDLE: This would be your points on

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

46

di sk?

MR HUTCH NSON:  Yes.

MR RIDDLE: Thank you.

MR SIDEMAN: Bill WIf and after Bill is
going to be Phil Laroka.

MR WOLF: Well, first | was not planning
to stay for this comment period and |I realized that |
have two issues and two things that | needed to share
with you. Tom has added a third. So I'd like to
address that one first and hopefully not go over tine.

First of all, I'mBill Wlf and |'ve been
involved in the organic industry for 30 years. Today
"' mrepresenting nyself, having been an organic farner
for 10 years, having been an organi c product supplier
of fertilizers, pest controls, and materials for 17
years, and a consultant in the organic field for 20
years. | volunteer wth OTA -- panel

About the audit trail which Tom nenti oned.

| believe it's an audit trail issue when we talk
about the private l|label issue. | believe there are
three primary concerns and that the recommendation

from the Accreditation Commttee is excellent and
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solves the problem It solves three problens. The
intent of the Oganic Foods Production Act was to
protect the integrity of the consuners' ability to
identify and to guarantee. There are loops in the
audit trail that are broken if the nanme or the
identity in sone way is not clearly identified on the
final label of the final product. So that's the
essence of the problem

The other problem to put it bluntly, is
many conpanies that are in the organic industry, their
primary product is labels and if the certifier does
not have the ability to verify the novenent of those
| abels and the ingredients that they are shipping
around, then you got a problem It happened recently
in several facilities at several |ocations where only
accidentally was the label -- they identified that it
had been ms-labeled and perhaps intentionally.
Trader Joe's was nearly busted in the northwest over
this recently because they had noved a label, a
package from one egg producer to another that was not
certified by CCOF as one exanpl e.

Finally, | believe it is only a technica
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correction, and | submtted ny personal coments to
the NOP to that effect, in terns of the technical
correction deadline, and the reason | believe it's a
technical correction is -- and | have sone docunents,
not with ne, that explain that pathway -- that it was
the intent of Congress in the hearings to have the
integrity of the audit trail nmaintained and to have
the consuner fully aware of the process.

In addition, the original draft rule
essentially contained that intent in sone of its
| anguage and there was no comments that opposed that
concept. So that's ny deal on that. Can | start ny
five mnutes now? That wasn't on the agenda. "1
try to keep it very brief.

| wanted to talk today about two itens.
One is continuous inprovenent of the organic system
and what that neans in your decision making and the
second is about fear and trust, and they're sonmewhat
rel at ed. Oganic is a system of continuous
I nprovenent . M m cking nature. Wat | nmean by
m m cking nature is that the evolution, your struggle

to decide which synthetics can be used in organic
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systens, is our feeble attenpt to mmc nature's
suprene capacity to choose and evol ve.

As an exanple, you' ve been discussing the
-- that discussion has been going on for nmany years
ever since the livestock portion of the organic
i ndustry began.

Oh, man. That's not fair, gentlenen.

MR RIDDLE: W can ask you questi ons.

MR WOLF: Vell, | haven't gotten to ny
poi nt .

MR. RIDDLE: Be fair to others.

MR WOLF: I'Il talk real fast. It's been
going on for many years. Materials don't replace
whol e systens. W have to do nore work to devel op
holistic livestock systens. During the debate, very
little has been done in the field -- | talked to
Ceorge at length over the years about this -- to
repl ace -- Years ago, | recused nyself fromtaking a
position on -- because | sell a product, seaweed, that
contains a small quantity of -- and the scientists say

that there's not enough there to have any effect but

that's part of the whole system and basically to put
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it, so continuous inprovenent is about devel oping

integrated holistic systens.

What that neans is that the national 1ist
can't be static and that research nust be pushed. In
years ahead, | really hope you wll be facing

petitions to renove synthetics from the allowed Iist
and that s part of the continuous inprovenent
pr ocess.

My second point --

MR SIDEVMAN:  Bill, your tine is up. You
can sign up again.

MR WOLF: | wll.

MR, S| DEMVAN: O you can lead us to a
gquestion and make a qui ck response.

MR. CARTER  What's your second point?

MR WOLF: | just want to say that we all
have vested interests. There is no such thing as
objectivity in the human organism There is fairness
and there is trust. | wanted to tal k about fear and
trust. | believe that the organic community needs to
be open about the issues and be conscious of one

another and not attack personally and not attack
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individuals as trying to deceive. It is everyone
comng to the table with their personal objectives and
in this troubling tinme, fear has becone a big deal
That's the essence of what | had to say.

| did have a closing and that was earth
WOor ns. Utimately, we are the servants of earth
wor s, very sinply because the golden rule of human
ecology is that if we kill off the predators, we
inherit their jobs. Thank you.

MR. R DDLE: | just wanted to be clear
From your second coments about whether you support
our recomrendation on the finding of the phase out as
a date certain and accel erated.

MR WOLF: | recused nyself from the
debate about the finding. That's ny position.

MR. RIDDLE: Ckay. So you won't conmment.

I"mgoing to read into what you said.

MR WOLF: | think I'mout in the field
seeing what's happening and | don't think that the --
it's the sane issue that Dave was addressing. | don't
think that the poultry producers -- and it's primarily

a poultry issue at this point -- could convert
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production fast enough to deal with the issue. So |

think you'v

e addressed that problem but | can not

tell you yes, it should be on the list or no, it

shoul dn' t.

endor senment

VR Rl DDLE: But | heard also that

of the research experinentation wth

alternatives that we're supporting as well. Correct?

MR WOLF: Yes.

MR HARPER : Bill and Tom | just wanted

to make a comment. Yesterday when | started asking

guesti ons

apol ogi ze f

about the private «certifier issue, I

or creating such a stir because that was

not nmy intent to object to the recommendations that

are com ng
i nformati on.
goi ng, what
storm So
on that.

controversy.

your work.

(202) 234-4433

out . Il was just trying to get nore

| got the inpression that people were
are you doing? You're creating this fire
| was just trying to get nore information

| apologize for making that such a

MR WOLF: Thank you, and thank you for

MR. SIDEMAN.  Phil, you're next. The next
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speaker is Phil Laroka and Sissy Bowran will be after
Phi | .

MR LARCKA: Good norning and |, too,
would Iike to thank you sitting on a vol unteer board.

I know the tinme and energy it takes to cone here and

do all this and the anount of paperwork sonetines.
I"'ma little boggled by the anount of trees we have to
cut in our industry to go through this.

| wll try to be brief, but I amgoing to
be redundant. |'m probably going to deviate a little
bit because Dave and Kelly touched on the point.
Qoviously I"mhere to speak that A) if it ain't broke,
don't fix it and B) rules can be changed and, if
warranted, should be changed. The conflict of
interest that |eaves farners out of the certification
link on boards is inproper right now There are two
peopl e that back ne on this. Kelly and Dave. W thout
the input of the people that started this
organi zation, wthout the feeling that a farmer has of
what's going on, the feeling that you can go out of
business, is really inportantly that what we m ssed.

You' Il have everything in one set body if a farner
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isn't invol ved. Qur invol venent actually is limted,
but the fact that we are there is inportant.

| say if it ain't broke, don't fix it.
CCOF with a board of directors consisting of farnmers
has been around for 29 \years. W have an
international and national reputation of doing a hell
of a good job. If there was a problemin there of a
conflict of interest, it would have been found a |ong
time ago and we woul d not be where we are today. Just
as this board vyesterday talked about conflict of
interest, we have our fire walls and we have no
problem in show ng the accreditati on people these are
our fire walls.

W sit on the board -- go back to what
Kelly and Dave were saying -- where you nmay have a
farmer that's making $12 mllion a year sitting next
to an herb grower that's nmaking |less than $5,000 a
year. I'"'m bringing that up because you're getting
input from both the large and the small grower. W
have m ddle of the road growers, too. Understand what
is going on in the certification process and

understand what is going on out in the field that
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started this whole thing. Remenber, CCOF with our
system is the roots of this North American idea of
certification.

| was also told in the beginning that one
of the reasons why we should have this conflict of
interest is because the consumer didn't want it.
Were they got this idea is beyond nme because every
consumner group that is involved in organic consunption
has gone from either being appalled to the fact that
the farmer is going to be out of this loop or just is
totally baffled by the fact that a farmer can not
regulate hinself. They say this tine and tine again.

Lawyers regul ate | awers, doctors regulate doctors.
Wiy in the hell can't an organic farmer regulate
organi ¢ farm ng?

As Marty brought up yesterday, we have
systens where bankers can take a loan from the board
that they're sitting on. |If you' re not worried about
a conflict of interest in an actual noney exchange
right there, howin the world can the NOP not see that
there can be fire walls set up to protect farnmers on

the board to regulate their own certification systens?
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From day one | actually had to read it like 10 tines
because | couldn't even believe it was there. When
the first rule came out, it wasn't in the first rule.

W didn't even have any tinme to nmake comments because
we get calls all the tinme from environnental and,
agai n, consuner groups saying what is going on? W're
totally behind you to stay on the boards for proper
representation. | ask that this board urge the NOP to
make that change in the law. Thank you.

MR SI DENMAN: Thank you, Phil. Any
guestions?

MR. RI DDLE: Just a quick comment. The
Accreditation Commttee will be putting sonething on
the table today to address that exact issue.

MR. SIDEMAN  Si ssy Bowran and next is Dan
Her man.

M5. BOAVAN: Hi . ["m Sissy Bowran. | am
the Chairman of the Indiana Organic Peer Review Panel
whi ch operates, basically when we wote the I|ndiana
law, we designed it to operate exactly like a peer
revi ew panel does on the national |evel. W oversee

certifiers in our state and accredit them to our
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| ndi ana st andar d.

First of all, 1'd like to reinforce
everything that Lynn said the first day of public
i nput about the peer review panel, and I'd like to
reinforce the need for that. There's a statutory
authority in OFPA that says it needs to be there. And
"1l also add. | know that there are budgetary
considerations. Indiana has done this with extrenely
little to alnbst no budget, so if you'd like to see
how to do it on a shoe string, we've got a good
exanpl e for you

| have a nunber of issues. They' re kind

of scattered here because |'ve been witing as |'ve

been hearing people so | apologize for the lack of
good flow here. | have sone concerns about farners,
too, and one of them-- it's kind of a strange comment
but I just want people to think about this. | have

some real concerns about the status of product that at
the tinme of inplenentation of the rule that mght be
in grain bins or in boxes that say they're certified
or that are certified by a certifier who doesn't apply

for accreditation or who has dissolved. There's grain
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sitting in bins, contrary to the concern that there's
not enough organic grain out there. There's grain
sitting in bins, sone of it since 1996 and 1997. It's
certified now by sone certifiers that have gone out of
busi ness. Wen the rule is inplenented, is that
product certified or does it no longer certify? And
what is the inpact this is going to have on these
farmers who have these materials that they' re hol di ng?

| don't necessarily have an answer for
you. | could cone to tears over this, too, because |
talk to these farners every day. They don't know what
to do about this.

On the national list issue, | hate to
disagree with sonme of ny friends and coll eagues but
pl ease -- again, you ve heard this before -- read
Section 2118 of the Act. It says very clearly there,
materials to petition for placenent on the national
Iist nmust be petitioned by specific use and
application. No broad categories. It's in the |aw

| also think that you could add greatly to
your review process by having three steps that you

need to insure. 1) a technical review of the nmateria
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prior to anything going to NOSB or to a Technical
Advisory Panel to make sure that technically the
petition is conplete, that any research referred to in
the petition is available to the National Oganic
Standard Board. | nmean Smth and Smth in 1921. Wo
were they? Was it sound science? |s there even such
a report out there? You really don't know unless you
can see it. And | think that that would streanline
this process and it would definitely streamine all
t he di scussi on when you're voting.

Anot her issue regarding accreditation is
that whereas the National Oganic Program has sone
flexibility on when a certifier can apply for
accreditation, industry is already going ahead and
trying to make us do things that NOP isn't. Before I
left ny office -- 1 also work as Conmmunications
Director for Indiana Certified Oganic which is a
private certification agency. W got a fax from Wole
Foods that said that any certifier that has not
applied for accreditation by Cctober 21 of 2001, that
their certified products will no longer be able to

sold in Wiol e Foods stores. USDA is giving us a whole
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ot her year. Ckay. An application doesn't even nean
they're going to get accredited. This is happening in
the grain buying industry, too. Again, what are we
going to do here? W can only do what we can do.
USDA said we have until the 23rd. Is that two days
going to keep product off shelves? | don't know.

Anot her  thi ng, again going back to
farmers, 1've heard a lot of input that indicates to
me that people want organics reduced so that
conventional and already |large scale production can
simply slap an organic |label on it. Oganic standards
must not be rewitten to make it easy for currently
existing -- one mnute? GCkay. |I'll get to the point.
You've got to make sure you think of small scale
famly farnms. | just went to Farm Aid. A lot of those
people | saw 10 years ago. The crisis then have gone
to organics in order to try to save their famly
farns. If this program does not enable them to stay
on their farnms, you're not only making sure that
they're an endangered species but you're going to
destroy a national treasure. Arerica's famly farns

are our greatest national treasure. Oganics farnmers
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especially. Please think of themw th your deci sions.
Thank you.

M5. BURTON: | just had a comment about
the technical reviewng of petitions. Ri ght now the
way it currently works is that the petitions are
received by NOP and they actually go through them
prior to giving themto the Miterials Chair and they
do have reference materials with them Now they're
not validated or checked or anything like that. But

the Mterials Commttee is working on that whole

process and wil | certainly t ake t hat into
consi derati on. It's nmuch better than it ever has
been. | guarantee you.

MR. HARPER | have a question concerning

the communication between Wole Foods and the
certification. How did that take place? You
menti oned a date.

VB. BOAVAN: It cane as a fax to ne. W

left on Saturday. It came as a fax to our office on
Thursday or Friday. It was to all certifiers and it's
a one pager and it said that we have to be -- either

al ready have 1SO 65 accreditation but it said if you
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didn't have any of those things, there was a list and
they accept -- accreditation. But certifiers, there's
a lot of them out there including Indiana Certified
Oganic. W were waiting until after this neeting to
apply for accreditation. | just think that NOP all ows
for a time frane in there, the industry shouldn't be

forcing regulations on us that aren't even conpletely

i npl emented yet. It could destroy farnmers and snall
certifiers.

MR HARPER I'd like to get a copy of
t hat .

MR SI DENMAN: Believe it or not, |I'm

actually keeping track of the tine and we're not quite
going to keep up on tinme if | don't get through this
list. So if you can keep your comments, unless
they' re very, very quick

AUDI ENCE MEMBER  That's an April 21, 2002
date on that fax.

M5. BOMWAN.  What | had said October 21st
of -- W've had the sane thing fromgrain buyers, too
t hough.

MR, SI DEMAN: Kelly, do you have a quick
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coment ?

V. SHEA: NOP could possibly put
something on their website to tell these people that
people are in conpliance until COCctober 21 of 2002 and
if stuff was certified that existed wwth a |abel on it
before it was produced in 1998, soy beans that are in
a farmer's bin, they're contracting with a broker,
their broker has noved to Japan because Japan -- Sam
VWl mart -- | nean these things could be addressed by
the NOSB and by the NOP. Sonet hing could be on the
website so buyers and sellers and certifiers could
refer these people to the NOP. W don't have to
deci de --

MR MATHEWS: We'd have to take a | ook at
that issue and we would have to probably run it by OGC
to see how it works and we'd probably get feedback
from NOP on that. It's sonething that's a real gray
ar ea.

MR Rl DDLE: But it is, | think, pretty
clearly stated in the preanble already and just
restating that on the FAQ page at this tinme sounds

like it's needed.
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MR HARPER: : | think our understanding
about the definition of what in conmrerce neans because
there's so many different |evels. | think that's the
di fficulty understanding where that dividing line is.

MR, MATHEWS: For grains, it nmay be two or
three years. For sonething else, it nmay be sonething
el se. That's sonmething that needs to be determ ned.

MR. SIDEMAN:  Next speaker is Dan Herman.

Davi d W cker.

MR HERVAN. On Monday | was Robi n Downey

and today |'m George Lockwood. Ceorge asked ne to
give sonme coments, and | quote, "Madam Chair and
Menbers, | was unaware that your consideration of the

Aquatic Animal Task Force Report was not going to be
conpl eted yesterday and was unable to change ny trave
plans to be present this norning to offer comments as
you take further action on this report.

After hearing your discussion yesterday
norning wth questions and coments by NOSB nenbers
it is ny request that you continue consideration of
any action on this inportant matter until a future

nmeeti ng. There were nunerous comments from NOSB
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menbers that warrant careful consideration by the
aquacul ture and seaf ood comunity.

After our consideration and di scussion, we
may have appropriate responses to offer in this
process. Thank you for your consideration. Ceor ge
Lockwood." End of quote. Thank you.

MR, S| DENMAN: Thank you. Any comrent ?
Questions?

Davi d W cker .

MR. WCKER  Thank you for the opportunity
to speak again. | conme primarily to speak on pasture
access, and | want to give you a little background
i nformation. Prior to the job where |I'm at now in
charge of raising poultry, I was a technical director
of the largest amno acid producer in the world,
particularly nethionine, for 13 years so | know a
little bit about the subject and | want to address a

coupl e of technical issues on that.

Before | start, I'd like to thank the
Board. You have a very difficult job. I'mglad it's
you guys and not ne. And | also thank you for

al | ow ng net hi oni ne use. You have a producer here who
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was worried about excusing hinself. Met hionine is
necessary. There are no substitutes out there now,
and | dealt with ingredients world-w de because we did
the nost ingredient analysis world-w de, as well.

A couple of issues in there. 1) it
inplies that pasture is a good source of nmethionine.
Most of your pasture is 70 percent water. It's not a
good source of anything other than energens and
vi tam ns. It is not a good source of nethionine
Unless you use aninmal protein in there, warrens,
crickets, wetcetera, you're not going to get any
significant sources of nethionine out of pasture. | t
doesn't state that in your report, but it inplies it
in several cases.

Anot her one: it says that nethionine is
used primarily for growh and feed efficiency. That
is the way we interpret it in the US. Because of our
mx of diets, that's what we commonly see. It is not
first limting. Methionine is amno acid whenever you
make any protein, your body or a chicken's body or a
pig or whatever. It's the first amno acid |laid down

in the sequence of amno acids to form a protein.
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It's later broken out. You don't form any protein
wi thout nethionine in there, whether it's a natural
source, synthetic source, or any other source. So
it's absolutely needed.

The first one you will see is imunity.
You say it's not wused for treating disease. The
reason we don't see it for treating disease is that we
normal ly feed in excess in the U S If you have a
deficiency, you wll see skin problens, feathering
probl ens, cannibalism pfiesteria, etcetera. And |
know because | run into it. | run marginal Ilevels
sonetines and | use nethionine for treatnment, for
therapeutic uses. So it is used for therapeutic uses.

Anot her one. The producers in the room
rai sed sone anxious concerns about production of
nodern breeds w thout using nethionine. The anount of
met hi oni ne used to nake a gram of protein is the sane
for a 2001 chicken as it was for a 1940s chicken. It
has not changed. You're talking about a basic
met abolic reaction. What we have done is genetic
selection for increased food intake. The nore food

intake as a percentage of diet, it appears to be nore
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met hi oni ne. The absolute anmbunt required has not
changed.

A third one. Lower protein. W're doing
it for feed conversion, reducing nitrogen excretion.

Reducing nitrogen in an environnent is lowering tota

protein intake. To do that, you got to have a
bal anced di et. You can do it by mxing ingredients
you can do it by nethionine, lycene -- | use -- at

times, triptothane, isoleucine. There are a nunber of
amno acids | use to do this.

| think the last one is conparing to
vi tam ns. Four percent of the dry matter of nost
animals are vitamns and mnerals, 50 percent is
protein, 49 percent is fat, by the way. You nake that
statenent. Let ne tell you what | do on a practical
basi s. M/ diets contain one to three pounds of
vi tam ns. They contain about one to three pounds of
nmet hi oni ne. Exactly equivalent with vitamns and
m ner al s.

You said pronot e growt h and feed
efficiency. Imunity is a big one. |nmmunoglobulin A

i mmunogl obul i n G are pr ot ei ns, al | your
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i mmunogl obulins, red Dblood cells, etcetera, need
met hi oni ne. Also need arginine, by the way, to be
activated. A nunber of am no aci ds.

So sone of the things in here are the way
we perceive it in the U S and the world because of a
particular mx of ingredients that happen to be in
that industry. W do need net hionine.

The other one I'd like to bring up is --
and | do applaud the Board for letting us have a
transition period. W are | ooking. W' re working
with a primary plant breeder to increase the |evels of
basic amno acids wthin ingredients. Now, the
problem is is whether or not we can do it in three
years. You can't take a new strain of corn and soy
bean neal, corn and soy beans, genetically get that
out on the market and get it into anywhere in three
years. You guys may be better at it than | am but

that's kind of difficult. People are working on that.

A nunber of conpanies are, and we wll try and
devel op sone. But in the nmean tinme, nethionine is
necessary.

Appreciate it. Thank you.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

70

MR. SIDEMAN:  Any questions?

MR. HARPER: | guess | want you to be
prepared --

MR W CKER |  know. Pl ant breeders.
It's very difficult to bring a new strain on --

MR RI DDLE: | would just point out that
it's actually four years from now, even if it 1is
approved on an expedited basis and the recommendati on
because it starts Cctober next year.

MR. HARPER  But ny point is that we have
no assurance what the Ofice of General Counsel is
going to do with that.

MR, SI EMON: Just the difference between
the different varieties of birds, you said there was
no difference in --

MR. WCKER  Per gram of protein.

MR SI EMON: Per gram of protein. The
nodern bird does not require a higher protein than an
ol d-fashi oned neat bird and the differences in feed --

MR WCKER Is in ability to eat feed and
consune.

MR SIEMON. O growth rate.
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MR W CKER O growth rate. First tine
nmet hi oni ne was fed was about 1952 in the U S It was
used widely in the late '60s because of a shortage of
fish neal. Fish meal and aninmal proteins are
excel l ent sources of amno acids. O course, they're

not permtted.

M5. KCENNG | just want to state for the
record and |I'm just going to assune that -- | know
this is probably assunmption and | know you probably

have it covered, but just be cautious of organic plant
breeders that you're not using -- you know that
somewhere they haven't used GVCs.

MR W CKER That was the first question
we asked.

M5. KCEN G It's just unfamliarity with
researchers sonmetines to the requirenents.

MR W CKER We asked that one first
Thank you.

MR. HARPER  Anot her question. |[If you cut
the protein and therefore cut nore of the am no acids,
the result is, I'mbeing told, that you get a fatter

bird. You get a lot nore fat content in a bird. I's
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that true?

MR. W CKER If you unbal ance the ration
and have nore energy in relation to the am no acids,
you will have a fatter bird. You also affect skin
integrity, i.e., perhaps it tears when you go to pick
it. Protein is very good, protein to counteract sone
of that, a protein source. But you will affect skin
integrity and you will have a fatter bird. Al so an
oilier bird. You wll get oily blisters fornmed on the
bird if you go to pick it. A lot of difficulties when
you go to an unbal anced rati on.

MR. SIDEMAN:.  Any ot her questions? Thank
you.

The next speaker is Brian Baker. This is
our last speaker. |If there's anybody else who' d |ike
to cone up and nake a last mnute coment, we wll
have a coupl e of m nutes.

MR. BAKER  Brian Baker, Organic Materials
Review Institute. "Il try and be really brief.
There's just one thing | asked Emly to bring up in
her talk and she didn't have the tine to do it. I

sinmply wanted to thank you for your hard work and
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| eadership, especially at this neeting. Like nost in
this room | know how trying yesterday was. | know
that there are people who nmade comments earlier about
some of the decisions made and | sinply wanted to
express ny appreciation for you neking sone very
di fficult decisions. Thank you.

MR. RIDDLE: Could you say that again?

MR, S| DEMAN: s there anybody who has
comments? | wouldn't mnd if you didn't even cone up.
Well, you have to conme up actually so the recorder

can hear you. Anybody else with any other coments?
I f not, 15 m nute break.

(Of the record at 9:42 for a 23 mnute
break.)

MR SIDEMAN. The next item on the agenda
is for Rose to talk about the Task Force on CQutreach
to Producers. For commttee nenbers, | always have
trouble getting a consensus by talking to everybody.
The next thing on the agenda after Rose is commttee
action itens. That neans we're going to be voting on
the itens that the commttees discussed earlier in the

week. | was thinking about noving them waiting for
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Carolyn to cone back, but | can't get a consensus
|"d like to hear what people think about that. Should
we wait or should we just go ahead and do it?

DR POST: | think we shoul d proceed.

MR, SI EMON: Wen are we going to break
for lunch?

MR. SIDEMAN.  We're breaking for lunch at
noon.

Rose, go ahead.

M5. KOENNG | had the pleasure of having
kind of a task force of one.

MR SIDEMAN. Did you get consensus?

MB. KCEN G | got consensus. | sent
people enail back in Septenber just kind of
renmenbering what the conversation was that led to a
Communi cation Task Force to begin with because it's
really not necessarily our mandate to work on outreach
to growers about organic farmng, but it certainly was
a concern back in Mirch at the first neeting |
attended and sonehow got appointed to a task force
So now | know not to nmention problens wthout being

prepared to sonehow deal with them
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Pretty nmuch on an informnal basi s,
originally 1 had contacted a nunber of organizations
that I was aware of that worked wth outreach and at
that tinme sanme, the group ATTRA, which is Appropriate
Technol ogy Transfer for Rural Areas, they were already
in a process of thinking about submtting what they
call a national initiative to SARE which stands for
the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education
Di vi si on. It's a part of the USDA that primarily
gives grants to sustainable agriculture efforts.

So they went ahead and developed a
proposal, which | also attached as an enmail with that
same enmmil for people to review I|"m not sure if
everybody was able to have enough tinme to | ook over
it. They nicely basically are proposing to devel op
checksheet tools for organic producers that would help
t hem understand the organic rules and regul ati ons as
set forth in the rule.

In the neantine, talking to the organi zers
of the grant as they were witing, we discussed about
just approaching the program itself in the process

just in case the funding didn't cone through, that it
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really was a worthy effort. So they went ahead and
did contact R ck and there has been a certain anount
of funding. |'mnot aware of all the funding and that
type of thing that went to the organization, but they
basically have gotten started, have gotten the go
ahead to get started on developing the checksheet
tools. R ck nmentioned that in his presentation. That
was basically this kind of conmunication effort.

So they're working on that and they stil
have the SARE grant in the works, so it may be
possible that they may get a SARE national initiative
and, if they do get that, then there wll just be
additional funding to really expand their effort.

But basically what they' re proposing to do
is to develop what they call a stakeholder team and
both Jim Rddle and | are NOSB nenbers on that
st akehol der teamas well as a lot of other individuals
in the organic community including representatives
from Land Gant Institutions, certifiers, OVRI has a
representative, Mchael Slye is on it. So it really
is anice group of different individuals, and it still

is open for people if they're really interested in
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becom ng a nenber of the stakeholder team to contact
Ceorge Cooper at ATTRA and express that interest.
Eventually they nay say we've got too many nenbers
but if you certainly have talents or specialties that
aren't represented on the group, those are wel cone.

| was going to suggest, and | need to
probably talk to Rick about that, to actually Iist
that stakeholder team on the website so that if
growers or sonebody wi th concerns have comments, that
they <could contact one of the nenbers of the
st akehol der team that they may know or represents
their region because the stakeholders do conme from al
different regions. So we'll see if we can't get that
st akehol der team|i st sonmewhere on the website so that
growers and people concerned about some of the
comuni cation needs will be able to find sonebody that
they can get information to to get their information
onto the stakehol der process.

But apparently in February there will be
some deliverables to the program as far as check
sheets rules. I know Jim and | have both been

contacted and the process has been initiated already.
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| don't really have nmuch to report because that's
about all 1 know is that we've been contacted and
they're starting their efforts on that |evel

So originally | thought we would have to
vote to encourage Rick to go ahead and support the
process, but since they already have -- | nean we can
just vote a vote of endorsenent, but | don't even
think that's probably necessary. Do you think? No.
It's a done deal. But we do support it, at |east |
do.

The other effort that | kind of identified
that we m ght approach as the NOSB, and |I'm still not
sure if it may not really be redundant to what ATTRA
al ready has, but we may want to consider devel oping a
dat abase of grower organi zations other than certifiers
that we may sonetine want to do mailings to about the
program Just a nore extensive contact information
directory. That really is up to the program and what
people feel on the board. The only reservation | have
in recomending us get started on that right away is
that within the ATTRA process, they basically do

ext ensi on, they do outreach.
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So I'm sure they have an extensive
dat abase already, so I'"'mnot sure if it's going to be
a redundant effort and we may just want to get Jimand
| engaged in that process and see what their outreach
efforts are going to be and if we feel |like they have
enough contact, just not get engaged in doing that
wor K. So that's really just up to people as far as
what board nenbers feel is the best use for our tine
on that. Does anybody have any comments as far as
whet her we want to begin a database or anything or
should we just wait and see what will cone out of the
ATTRA effort?

MR. HARPER : | guess when | was thinking
about this and as the organic industry grows and as
nore and nore farners are involved 1in organic
production, | know that databases can be as extensive
as you want. | just wonder how cunbersone this is
going to becone trying to have that database.

M5. KOENIG The idea would not to be make
a database of farners. It's actually organizations
that would cone in contact with farners. It's futile

to think that the program could send mailings out to
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every organic farmer, but | think the certifiers
certainly would know where to cone and would have
access to information because ny concern is there's a
ot of nonprofit organizations out there that work
with small farmers or potential organic farners or
organic farners that don't really understand the
process and don't get contact information. To ne,
those are the people that are out of the |loop. Maybe
" m over-estimating the nunber of people that are not
aware of a lot of things, but | believe there's a |ot
of growers out there. | think Kelly represents
perhaps growers that have read things and know what's
comng. There's also a lot of growers out there that
aren't aware of a lot of things. They don't even
realize that there's a rule that they can read. Even
if they went to get to the rule, they would get so
frustrated trying to figure out what it all neans that
t hey probably would --

MR CARTER | want to support that, but I
think that there's a ot of growers out there that are
starting to think about alternatives because they know

that producing nore stuff at less cost isn't paying
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the bills for t hem so they're weighing the
alternatives. The less daunting that we can nake the
entry into organics, the better it's going to be. But
if they don't even know how to tax us and then it
| ooks like it's nothing but paperwork and all of that,
it's going to steer them away from sonething that
m ght be a viable alternative.

M5. KCEN G To me, the reason why ATTRA
is, in ny opinion, a good link is because | nean |
grew not on an organic farm but certainly a
conventional farm and have been in agriculture all ny
life and al so have gone through cooperative extension,
three different land grant universities. So | kind of
understand how the system works and how farners
typically, especially non-organic farners, typically
access information. |'ve done it many times. Called
t he Cooperative Extension Service. And you don't get
answers. Some of them know about ATTRA. |'m not
saying that ATTRA is a well known organization. I
think the wunderstanding in that organization is
growi ng. But when you call ATTRA, and |'ve done it as

a grower, you do get a phone call back and you get
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i nformation. I've been always inpressed by their
ability to get information back to farnmers because
it's a talent that a lot of extension agents don't
seem to have.

| don't know how to foster really nore
rel ati onshi p. I"m hoping this first step of the NOP
and ATTRA may |lead to nmaybe official extension arm or
something of the National Oganic Program in sone
f ashi on. Because they're already linked to the USDA
in a certain fashion, | think it's a lot easier to
work with them than try to recreate a whole other

group. But that's just ny opinion.

DR, POST: | don't know whether | should
comment or not on this but | guess |I'm going to
anyway. | "' m wonderi ng about how well we can nmaintain
t hi s dat abase. I mean we are the regulatory agency
for the industry, and you have to wonder what wll be
our purpose for maintaining such a database. |If it's

an educational purpose, there may be sone concerns
about doing that. | think that issue has to be | ooked
at as far as how NOP can nmaintain the database,

whet her NOP is the appropriate place for the database
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or whether it be some place |like ATTRA. ATTRA, in ny
experience wth ATTRA, it's a very well known
organi zation and it's very well respected and | think
alot of farners do know about it. So |I do think sone
consideration needs to be given whether NOP is the
appropriate place for this database. I'"m getting the
sense that it's nore of an educational purpose.

MR. RI DDLE: I just have a couple of
comments | wanted to add to your report. Onh this
dat abase, one thing that is required under the rule is
that certifiers submt a list of all certified
operations so the NOP is going to have to nmanage that
i nformati on sonmehow.

DR POST: That's for conpliance.

MR RI DDLE: Right, right. Yes, there
will be a list of all certified operators conpiled
into the NOP but whether it's publicly available or
transferred--

DR POST: That's going to be a restricted
list, | believe. | believe it's going to be avail able
only to certifying agents is ny understanding, if

that's correct. That's going to be for people who
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applied to one place, got turned down.

MR Rl DDLE: No. This is a list of all
certified operations that certifiers are required
under the rule to nake publicly available and they're
required to submt it to you. So it would nmake sense
that that be publicly avail able but what the program
does with it in terns of just managing it and hol di ng
it or turning it around to ATTRA or whatever, | think
that's what needs to be worked out is how it goes from
t here.

| wanted to nention that when you ask for
other groups that aren't specifically organic or
certifiers, what's now in ny suitcase is a just
rel eased upper Mdwest organic directory that lists a
whol e bunch of other resource groups. ["1l get that
back out and can give that to you if you're starting
to kind of conpile these.

M5. KCEN G | think gathering those
resources would be the first step.

MR. RIDDLE: But you wanted to do it.

M5. KOENIG | personally think that we've

got so nuch on the plate that | really don't want to
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burden board nmenbers necessarily with the task of
actually physically doing the database. | think we
certainly can help conpile that information and |
guess it would probably be sonething that we're going
to have to bring up during that task force if the
board feels that there's a strong need to have a
dat abase sonewhere that Jim and | can recomend as
menbers of the task force or perhaps ATTRA to consi der
doing. Again, | think ATTRA probably has a |lot of the
groups listed already.

MR RIDDLE: And then on the first part of
the report, the checklist questionnaire, the ATTRA
project, | just wanted to informthe board that right
now Joyce and | are working on upgrading the organic
farm plan questionnaire tenplate, the OCCI O A Project
whi ch has been used by a lot of prograns kind of as
the base of their certification questionnaire. W're
upgrading that right now to be fully rule conpliant
and address all of the organic plan requirenents under
the rule and that's going to feed into this ATTRA
project. |'ve spoken with George about that, and it's

also going to be available to the certifiers for
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comment, feedback, useful ness. So just wanted to
mention that that is already in notion

M5. KOENI G Becky.

M5. GOLDBERG "1l try to be brief. I
think vyou' ve pinpointed an incredibly inportant
probl em The report is quite good. | worry though
that the NOSB and NOP are already over-conmtted and
when it cones to things |ike database generation and
so on, the best role we can play is to facilitate an
organi zati on who specializes in outreach and doing an
even better job that they m ght otherw se and getting
theminterested. So that's what | would see our role.

M5. KCEN G So | guess sone of those
comments, |'Il agree and Jim it's up to you if you
want to help doing that as representative of that
board, if people have lists of organizations and this
goes out to the audience, too, if people want to
supply nore organizational nanes to sonehow be

submtted eventually to sone database or conpiling at

some | ocation which we don't know -- hopefully ATTRA
or sonewhere -- that could eventually get started
W' || start gathering that information so that when we
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identify the proper neans, | guess, of creating one,
we'll have a head start on that.
MS. GOLDBURG -- talk to the Colorado

Departnent of Agriculture about building a database
for the state and there are funds available, so
anot her thought is this is done by a state to state
basis by the Departnent of Ag for the state that it
could be Ilinked up. Jim Larson has been working on
that in the state of Col orado. Sone states already
have it, and that would be Departnent of Ag, it would

be regulatory, it would be linked a cert agency. Just

a t hought.

MR HARPER : Li ke WSTA because they
certify.

DR, POST: -- you could use NASA a tool
for this. Nat i onal Association of State Departnents
of Agriculture. So wthin each Departnent of

Agricul ture t here are conpi | ati ons of gr ower
organi zati ons. So it you take it from NASA and one
step up from NASA to NASDA and then let NASDA help
you. | think you could probably really create a

wonder f ul dat abase.
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M5. KOEN G I think that when you work

within the organic community you have this inpression

that people are well informed and when you go out to
the greater group of growers -- | nean it's not even
growners. |"ve recently done sone talks at two

researchers in land grant institutions that had an
interest in organics and they just had no know edge
about what the rule was about, so it's not only
gr owers. There's just so nmuch of a lack of
information out there.

M5. GOCDMAN:  Can | ask one tiny question?

Wat have vyou done in comunication wth the
departnent here to facilitate the extension of
information through other agencies, through RNA and
t hrough ARS and any of the others?

M5. KCEN G | certainly can't speak for
the departnent. | think we've seen during the neeting
that there are some collaborative efforts that are
getting started between EAA and certainly the ATTRA
[ink. The one thing | talked to R ck Mathews about
is | know sone of this transition noney is going to

some of the -- yes -- and | know the horticulture unit
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person who used to be at Florida who's in charge of
some of that nmoney. So | think that there's |inkages
but what | was hearing through this neeting, | wanted
to make a strong recomendati on sonehow and |'m not
sure howit's going to be done, is that the key issues
that we think that need to be researched and certainly
nmet hi onine alternatives is one of those areas. | nean
we've got to get that information out to where the
sources of nonies are comng in or else we're going to
get research on everybody's pet research project but
it's not going to address the needs of the industry.
So sonehow we need to conme up wth a
research priority list for some of our concerns, and
"' m going and | encourage people. There's an Oganic
Farm ng Research Foundation SCORE project and they're
meeting in North Carolina in the beginning of
Novenmber. I'mgoing to go there just because |I've been
on the team commttees on that and maybe | can bring
some of these ideas as far as making sure that the
priorities are heard and really facilitated through
the nonies that mght be comng through for doing

resear ch. So if anybody has ideas and can identify
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some priorities, | think it would be inportant to
either tell nme or other people who know people who are
going to the SCORE neeting to bring those out because
those types of things wll be discussed at that
nmeeti ng.

MR. HARPER: : | just wanted to nmake note
that this is certainly just isolated to farners. I
mean the process is | get calls all the tine that say
where do we find information on what you're supposed
to do and nost of them are basically going to
certifiers. They see a certifier nane or soneone
tells them about a certifier and they call the
certifier and that's where they're getting their
i nformation.

I al so get calls from ingredients
suppliers. They want to make an organi c ingredient.
Were do | get the information to find out? Most of
them don't even realize there's a website and they
have no idea that there's even such a thing that
exists and then again the daunting task of reading
through the regulations to figure it out if you

haven't been in the industry what's really going on in
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t he regul ati ons.

M5. KCEN G Mark, is anybody from the
Nati onal Organic Program going to that O ganic Farm ng
Research Foundation neeting? Are you going to go?
Ckay. These are the areas | think that there are
opportunities to really get that information out.

MR,  MATHEWS: My shoulder is still sore
fromall that armtw sting.

M5. KOEN G Ch, you're in the room I
guess partly because | do believe that industry -- you
have to have research in the process. I ndustry can
growto a certain point and then you run into a | ot of
road blocks which we're seeing, especially in this
material process, that if there's not sonme active
research going on, it's going to be difficult to
conbat sonme of these problens that are comng forth.

MR. SIDEMAN. Is that it, Rose?

M5. KOENI G  Yes.

MR, SI DEMAN.  Thank you.

The next itemon the agenda is going to be
the Conmmttee Action Itens where we vote on the itens

that were discussed earlier in the week. Is there a
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particular procedure you'd like to follow? Just go
commttee by commttee?

MR SI EMON: Do we have a list of which
action itens we're voting on? | tried to go through
t he book and see.

MR S| DENMAN: Look at the beginning of
each commttee section. WIIl, do you mnd if we start
with your commttee?

MR. LOCKERETZ: That's fi ne.

MR, SIDEMAN: Ckay. Let's start with the
Accreditation Conmttee. W're going to take a couple
of mnutes to find those we got yesterday. W'l take
a one mnute break now while we organi ze oursel ves.

(Of the record at 10:32 a.m for a nine
m nute break.)

MR SIDEMAN: We're ready to roll. W're
going to take up the itenms from the Accreditation
Commttee first and WIlie has the floor. | gave
instructions to the whole board. Bob does not have
copies of the exact notions we're voting on in sone
cases and | guess that Catherine has them Do you

have t hese?
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MR. LOCKERETZ: | gave those to you
yest er day.

MR, SIDEMAN. Ckay. We're ready, Wllie.

MR. LOCKERETZ: The first is principles of
organic production and handling revised version as
recommended by the commttee. W discussed yesterday.

No changes since yesterday so the text you have in
front of you we vote on. W don't have any di scussion
now. Correct?

MR S| DENVAN: Read your notion first and
t hen di scussi on.

MR HARPER : I'll nove approval.

MR. RIDDLE: Second.

MR SI DEMAN: Now we are open to
di scussi on. Does anyone have any further discussion
on principles of organic production?

MR SI EMON: Just to wunderstand the
process, we could rmake a proposal to strike a word or
two, couldn't we, and then -- okay. Fine.

MR LOCKERETZ: | suggest since we had
di scussion for all of these in an open-ended sort of

way, that the discussion be |imted to proposed
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anendnents. Anendnents are in order.
M5. BURTON: For the Section 1.5, the word

social, again just for the record, we've had a |ot of

problens or | feel like we've had discussion around
that in the industry and | would propose that we
strike that word. | think it's going to open the

board if we all have different views on what social
means and socially and | would suggest that we strike
that. | nmake that as a notion.

MR S| DEMAN: s that a friendly
amendnent ?

DR POST: | second it.

MR. SIDEMAN. A second fromthe unfriendly
anendnent and |'m going to need help from Jim and
Dave.

MR CARTER Let's vote strictly on the
amendnent .

MR. SIDEMAN: Vote on the anendnent.

M5. GOLDBURG |  think we had it
yesterday. The anmendnent is to strike.

MR, S| DENVAN: The anmendnent is to strike

1.5 fromprinciples of organic production.
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DR POST: Just the word socially.

MR SIDEMAN. Just the word socially from
t hat . In other words, these principles would only
addr ess ecol ogi cal and econom c st andards.

DR,  POCST: Coul d you give us a couple of
m nut es, pl ease?

MR MATHEWS: Do you have a list of al
t he notions?

MR, LOCKERETZ: I have copies of all the
notions. Catherine has them from yesterday.

DR PCST: She doesn't have them right
her e.

MR LOCKERETZ: "1l give you ny |ast
extra copy.

MR MATHEWS: s it an extra? "1l go
phot ocopy real quick

MR. R DDLE: Here's one extra of the
princi pl es.

MR, LOCKERETZ: | don't have any nore of
the third item

DR, POST: So the notion is actually the

entire docunent.
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MR LOCKERETZ: Yes, but the first is an
amendnent - -

MR. SIDEMAN. We had a second. Is there
any further discussion?

MR SI EMON: Just the context of this
whole docunent s a guideline for NOSB policy
developnent. Is this for NOP, as well?

VR LOCKERETZ: No. This is our
under standi ng of what W're all about.

MR S| DEMAN: Let ne tell you ny take on
it and you tell ne if I"'mwong, WIllie. | see this
as an internal docunment for NOSB gui dance, but | also
see lots of people referring to it. Certifiers, for
exanple, when witing their standards would be
referring to the NOSB --

MR. LOCKERETZ: In a general way but this
is not intended as standard --

MR, S| DEMAN: It's not rule but sonebody
could wite certain gui del i nes and their
interpretation of rules based on NOSB principl es. I's
t hat how you see it?

MR LOCKERETZ: That's how | see it.
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MR HARPER : And that's what | see as the
probl em because of trying to interpret what the word
soci al neans.

VR LOCKERETZ: Vel |, we had this
di scussion. | suggest we vote the anmendnent.

M5. GOLDBURG M, too.

MR S| DEMAN: W have to vote this
unfriendly amendnent first. So | call the vote.

DR PCST: Now we are voting on the
unfriendly amendnment. Dave.

MR, CARTER  No.

POST: Kim
BURTON:  Yes.
BANDELE:  No.
PCST: Col die.
CAUGHLI N No.
GOLDBURG  No.
RI DDLE: No.
POST: FEric.
SI DEMAN:  No.

PCST: St eve.

2 3 » 3 % 5 5 3 3 & 3

HARPER:  Yes.
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DR POST: Mark.
MR KING No.

DR POST: Rosalie.
M5. KOENIG  No.

DR POST: Wllie.
MR LOCKERETZ: No.
DR POST: George.
MR SI EMON:  No.
DR POST: Bill.
MR WELSH.  No.

MR S| DEMAN: The amendnent fails to be
adopted and now is there any nore discussion on the
princi pl es?

MR. LOCKERETZ: Any anendnents.

MR S| DENVAN: Any ot her amendnents. The
count was?

DR. POST: Eleven to two. El even nos and
two yeses to renove it, so the notion fails.

MR LOCKERETZ: Are there any other
anendnents proposed? If not, we go to the statenent
itself to vote that yes or no.

VB. BURTON: 'l make recommendation to
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accept it as is.
MR RIDDLE: It's already on the floor.
MR. SIDEMAN:  Bob, you can call the vote.
DR. POST: Now W're voting on the notion
by the Accreditation Commttee. Does everyone
understand the notion? Do we have to have that read?
MR, LOCKERETZ: To accept the principles
as in front of you.
DR POST: W've had that seconded. kay.

Let's call for a vote. Dave.

2

CARTER  Aye.
BURTON:  Yes.
BANDELE:  Approve.
POST: CGol die.
CAUGHLI N Approve.
POST: Rebecca.
GOLDBURG  Appr ove.
PCST: Jim

RI DDLE:  Yes.

SI DEMAN:  Yes.

PCST: St eve.

2 3 » 3 3 » 3 & 3 2 O

HARPER:  Yes.
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DR POST: Mark.

MR KING Yes.

DR. POST: Rosalie.
M5. KOENIG  Yes.
DR PCST: Willie.
MR LOCKERETZ: Yes.
DR. POST: Geor ge.
MR SIEMON.  Yes.
DR PCST: Bill.

MR WELSH.  Yes.

DR POST: It's unani nous. Thirteen to

not hi ng.

MR SI DENVAN: One absent. Two absent.
One nore absent than the other. He's farther away.

MR LOCKERETZ: Shall we nove on? The
second item is Subpart D, applicability proposed
change by the Accreditation Commttee. Just the first
section. Just the stuff above the three stars. The

proposal on limting the small farner exenption to

just farnmers and to just those farmers who sell |ess
than $5,000 total sales. This is wunchanged from
yest er day.
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MR SIDEMAN. |1'mgoing to let you run it.

MR LOCKERETZ: Does anyone propose any
amendnments to this?

MR. RIDDLE: Has it been noved?

MR LOCKERETZ: Sorry.

MR RI DDLE: I nove that we adopt the
anendnent as proposed by the commttee.

M5. BURTON: |'Il second.

MR. LOCKERETZ: Amendnents are in order
but not general discussion.

MR HARPER. W didn't discuss this issue.

M5. GOLDBURG  Yes, we did yesterday.

MR. LOCKERETZ: W presented it.

DR POST: W kind of skipped over it but
that was --

MR S| DENVAN: Let's put it to a vote.
| nformal vote. How many people would like to allow

di scussion during each of these issues? Just raise
your hand. How many people would like to allow
di scussi on?

MR. HARPER | have a question

MR. SIDEMAN: Ckay. Go ahead, Steve, and
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ask your questi on.

M5. BURTON: W don't have tinme for
di scussi on.

MR, SI DEMAN: Wwant to try it again? How
many people would like to allow discussion during the
vote on these issues today?

MR CARTER As long as it's germane to
t he noti on.

MR, S| DEMAN: That' s enough peopl e. W'
can allow a short discussion

MR. LOCKERETZ: Reasonabl e di scussion.

MR. SI DEMAN. Reasonabl e, short discussion
left up to the persons running the --

MR. CARTER That |eaves nost of it out
though if it has to be --

MR SI DEMAN: And it's also including
di scussi on.

MR HARPER: | didn'"t think we discussed
this part yesterday. | just have a question why the
exclusion for handlers was taken out because we didn't
di scuss that yesterday.

MR.  BANDELE: ["m sorry. Wiy what was
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t aken out ?

MR. HARPER Wy the exclusion --

MR LOCKERETZ: W fall back to the CFPA
| anguage basi cally. The real question is why it was
put in. W're going back exactly to OFPA.

MR. HARPER  Exclusion is for the farner,
only.

MR SIEMON. You're also -- | didn't read
OFPA but you're narrowmng it to only -- it used to be
organi ¢ sal es. Now you're saying total agriculture
sal es.

MR HARPER That's restoring the OFPA
| anguage.

MR Rl DDLE: | just have one comment to
Steve's question, too. Under OFPA is a snmall farner
exenption and it got extended to handlers and you
m ght think of in your mnds sonebody doing a little
on-farm processing of blueberry jam or sonething but
the way it actually is witten, it could be a very
| arge operation. It could be, say, a grain elevator
and they just do $5,000 worth of organic grain

cleaning but yet they're fumgating. There's no
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control points being addressed, no certification
requi renent. So it's not just the kind of backyard
jelly and jam maker. It's any processor that handl es
$5,000 of organics does not have to be certified.

There's no supervi si on what soever.

MR  HARPER | understand your point.
That's fine. | think we have the sanme issue wth
smal |l farmers, but | have no problenms with it. | just
don't under st and. | just wanted to understand the
guesti on.

VR LOCKERETZ: Any ot her pr oposed
amendnents or di scussions? If not, we'll go to a
vot e.

MR, S| DEMAN: Are you going to recognize
t he audience? 1'mgoing to | eave that up to you.

DR POST: W have a notion, according to
the Accreditation Conmttee, to limt the exenption of
t he exenpt producers. It was nmade by Jim seconded by
Rebecca. Dave.

MR. CARTER  Approve.

DR POST: Kim

M5. BURTON: Yes.
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POST: Bandel e.
BANDELE:  Approve.
POST: CGoldie.
CAUGHLI N: Approve.
POST: Rebecca.
GOLDBURG  Appr ove.
PCST: Jim

RI DDLE:  Yes.

POST: FEric.

SI DEMAN:  Yes.
PCST: Steve
HARPER:  Approve
PCST:  Mark.

KING  Approve.
POST: Rosalie.
KOENI G Appr ove.
POST: Wllie.
LOCKERETZ:  Appr ove.
POST: George.

SI EMON:  Appr ove.
POST: Bill.

WELSH  Approve.
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DR POST: Thirteen in favor, zero
opposed, two absent.

MR LOCKERETZ: CQur third and last itemis
proposed nodification to Subpart C which we discussed
at great length yesterday. This has not been changed
since the version we got yesterday. |It's the proposa
to add the word "certified" in three places in 7205.

MR SIEMON: | just want to make sure that
the identified and certified handler or certified
distributor is the intent of this. Certified for both
parties and this would take care of that intent.

MR LOCKERETZ: [|I'msorry.

MR SIEMON. It says certified handler or
distributor, so that neans «certified handler or
certified distributor is what you nean.

MR LOCKERETZ: Yes. | believe so.

MR SI EMON: And is this legally, this
wording is correct to do it that way? | think it is
but I had a question. This is the wording in the
rule, so they're just trying to add one word.

MR LOCKERETZ: We're taking the wording

of the rule. The only change in the wording is to put
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the word certified in.

MR SI EMON: ["I'l look it up now The
handl er al so covers co-packers which is a big concern
her e. The actual plant manufacturing handler by
definition is covered there?

MR RIDDLE: W don't have a notion yet.
| nove to approve.

M5. BURTON:  Second.

MR RI DDLE: No changes as presented by
comm ttee.

DR PCST: Wo seconded?

M5. BURTON. | seconded.

MR LOCKERETZ: Do we want to state the
guestion again, please?

MR, SI EMON: | just wanted to nake sure
that certified handler and the word certified denotes
al so for distributor.

MR LOCKERETZ: Ch, oh, oh.

MR SI EMON: That's all. Just a wording
clarification of what your intent is.

MR LOCKERETZ: That certainly was the

i ntent.
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MR SIEMON:  And does this wording legally
take care of it?

MR LOCKERETZ: W mght insert the word
certified a second tine. It wouldn't hurt to do so.

MR SI EMON: | nmean | don't agree wth
your approach but let's try to do it right at |east.

MR SIDEMAN: |'ll nake the notion that we
insert the word certified.

MR LOCKERETZ: That's certainly a
friendly anmendnent.

MR SIDEMAN: To insert the word certified
tw ce.

MR RI DDLE: Second. | accept that as
friendly.

DR POST: Do you need the second?

MR RI DDLE: | don't need the second. I
can just accept that.

MR, LOCKERETZ: The commttee is pleased
with this. So the word certified appears before the
word distributor in each of three pl aces.

M5. CAUGHLI N:  Yes.

MR. LOCKERETZ: Fine. Anything else? |If
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not, We're ready to vote the notion as just anended.
DR POST: Al right. W're ready to vote
the notion as nodified by a friendly anendnent. Dave.

MR CARTER Aye.

POST: Rosalie.

DR POST: Kim

M5. BURTON:  Yes.

DR PCST: M. Bandele.
MR. BANDELE: Approve.
DR POST: Col die.

M5. CAUGHLI N:  Approve.
DR POST: Rebecca.

M5. GOLDBURG  Approve.
DR POST: Jim

MR RI DDLE: Yes.

DR PCST: FEric.

MR SI DEMAN:  Yes.

DR POST: Steve.

MR HARPER  Yes.

DR POST: Mark.

MR KING Yes.

DR

IVS.

KCENI G Yes.
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DR POST: Wllie.

MR LOCKERETZ: Yes.

DR. POST: Geor ge.

MR SI EMON:  No.

DR PCST: Bill.

MR WELSH.  Yes.

DR POST; Twel ve in favor, one opposed,
two absent.

MR LOCKERETZ: That concl udes

Accreditation Comm ttee.

MR SI DENMAN: Thank you very nuch. What
about the -- container?

MR LOCKERETZ: No, W're not putting that
one forward. W've wthdrawn that one.

MR PI ERCE: Uni ntended consequences.

MR LOCKERETZ: W said that yesterday.

MR, SI DEMAN: Owsu, are you ready to go
and | ead us through the Livestock?

MR,  BANDELE: |"m passing out the Crop
Commttee final recommendation. The only changes that
were made woul d be under 205(2)09, Section 8. | think

Jimpointed out that the citation was not correct, and
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t hat has been changed. The only other change woul d be
G whereby we renoved the recomendati on as recogni zi ng
that it wasn't enforceable as we knew it wasn't. W
rewwote the wording there just to state that the
producer nust be in conpliance in terns of -- Those
are the only two changes that were nade in the draft
that was set forth before us.

MR. HARPER : Can you go over it again --

MR, BANDELE: Section 205(2)09A, the first
par agr aph, we changed 205(2)01 to 205(1)05.

MR SIEMON:.  CGo on

MR. BANDELE: And then G gets struck. W
just struck the whole thing and reworded it to the
current wording. The original wording had to do with
the recommendation of wusing separate structures for
organi ¢ and non-organi ¢ producti on.

MR S| DEMVAN: |s there a notion?

MR RIDDLE: | nove we approve as
present ed.

MR HARPER : 1'll second.

DR PCST: Di scussi on. Omwmsu, | think

there's one other small change that was nmade in the
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definition with annual seedlings and then | note that
it's still plant definition at the very top. It still
says plant stock and the definition under the rule is
for planting stock. So |I'd offer a friendly anendnent
to add I-N-G and that doesn't need to be seconded.
It's accepted. R ght?

DR POST: D scussion? W have a notion
to accept the greenhouse production system standard as
presented by commttee as nodified by the friendly
anendnent by adding the word I-N-G to plant. Ckay,

vot e. Dave.

CARTER  Approve.
PCST: Kim
BURTON:  Yes.

POST: M. Bandel e.
BANDELE: Approve.
POST: Gol die.
CAUGHLI N:  Yes.
POST: Rebecca.
GOLDBURG  Appr ove.

POST: Jim

2 3 » 3 5 3 2 3 H B B

RI DDLE:  Appr ove.
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DR PCST: FEric.

MR SI DEMAN:  Yes.
DR POST: Steve.

MR HARPER  Yes.

DR POST: Mark.

MR KING  Approve
DR POST: Rosalie.
M5. KOENI G Approve.
DR POST: Wllie.
MR LOCKERETZ: Yes.
DR POST: George.
MR SI EMON:  Yes.

DR POST: Bill.

MR VELSH  Yes.

DR POST: Thirteen in favor, zero

opposed, two absent. The notion carries.

VR, BANDELE: The next is the mushroom
st andar ds.

VR. SI EMON: That was handed out
yesterday. R ght.

MR, BANDELE: It was handed out yesterday.

MR SIEMON: | have one Cctober 17 and one
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Cct ober 15.

MR SI DEMAN. There was a change.

MR SIEMON:  There was a change. Ckay.

MR SIDEMAN. The | ast sentence was pul |l ed
out of 16 and 17. |Is that right?

MR, SI EMON: kay. And then we added a
new word in D, didn't we?

MR, S| DEMAN: It should say October 17,
final recomendation

MR SIEMON. Dd w get it this norning?

MR, SI DEMAN.  Yest er day.

| guess We're ready to go with this one.

MR BANDELE: | need a clarification from
Dave. |Is this friendly or unfriendly, even though it

wasn't majority opinion of that commttee?

MR. CARTER -- mgjority of the commttee?
MR BANDELE: Not the majority. The
commercial availability thing. I|"'m going to bring

that up. So it's not the majority.
MR CARTER You can still nmake the
not i on. You're making it as an individual, not on

behal f of the comm ttee.
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MR SIDEMAN: Ch, | see. You want to make

on

a notion.

MR, BANDELE: | want to nmake a notion.
Yes.

MR. RI DDLE: W first need to put it
t he table.

MR CARTER Make a notion to approve it

and then offer it.

MR S| DEMVAN: ["l'l nmake a notion to
approve the nmushroom standards as witten.
MR SI EMON: "1l second that. Can we

first, before we go on, go over what the changes were

between the 15th and 17th, pl ease?

MR SIDEMAN. Yes. The changes that were

made between the proposal we presented a couple of

days ago and what we have in our hand now is the |ast

sentence of paragraph A was taken out.
MR SIEMON.  Wiat was that sentence?

MR SIDEMAN: Sane pur pose.

MR. SIEMON. They just put the greenhouse

wording in instead to be consistent.

MR. SIDEMAN: That's right.
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MR. SIEMON:  Sane net effect.

MR, S| DEMAN: Now We're using the sane
wording that's in other places in the rule about --
and then we al so changed paragraph D with a di scussion
of conpost piles. In addition to allowing the piles
to heat to a higher tenperature, we added | anguage to
allow themto have different carbon to nitrogen ratios
than what's in the existing rule. | made the notion
to accept it as witten Cctober 17.

MR,  BANDELE: Now |'d like to offer an
anmendnent to that. | can very briefly explain the
reason for ny anendnent. In Section C, "Agriculture
materials such as grain or straw that are used in
unconposted nedi a nust be organically produced,"” and I
would like to add, "unless commercially unavailable."”
My reason for adding that is, first of all, sawdust
is not required to be organic for the reasons that
were di scussed and there's really nore sawdust usually
than the grains.

Secondly, rye and all these other grains
are already low input crops. There are not a |ot of

pesticides being applied to those. Third, | am not
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sure of the availability, even though | understand
Bill and Eric's position that there's plenty of rye
avai | abl e. I'"'m not sure of the availability in the
south and, because of that, | would like to give the

certifying agent sone leeway in that particular
si tuation. If it is readily available, then the
certifying agent should indeed know that and act

accordingly.

So for those reasons, | offer that.

MR RI DDLE: If 1 could just nake a
suggestion to your anendnent. To be consistent with
the definition in the rule, if you said "when
coormercially available.”™ That's the term defined in
the rule. Instead of "commercially unavail able."

MR, BANDELE: When comerci ally avail abl e.

MR RIDDLE: Yes. They nust be used when
commerci ally avail abl e.

MR SI DEMVAN: | have to take that as an
unfriendly anendnent and ny reasonings are sawdust is
not an agricultural product and -- <call organic

anyway, so we haven't required it to be organic. The
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itens that are agricultural commodities | think need
to be organic. As | pointed out yesterday, nushroons
to ne are nmuch nore akin to livestock where we have
100 percent organic rule for feed and I would like to
see that carried on for other --

MR. RI DDLE: There needs to be a second
before it's open for discussion.

MR SIDEMAN. No. First | had to claimit
was unfriendly.

M5. BURTON. 1'll second it so we can get
a di scussi on.

MR, SI DEMAN: Ckay. She seconded it.
It's up to you as chair of the commttee to call on

people in the audience. There's a hand out there. |

don't know if you see it. You can ignore it if you
want .

MR BANDELE: ['Ill do that.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | just wanted to nake

the observation that all national forests have a sign
that says U S. Departnent of Agriculture. | believe
forestry, wood production --

MR  MATHEWS: W had this discussion
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yesterday about organic Christmas trees.

DR POST: Let's clarify before you start
voting on the anendnent whether or not --

MR, SI DENVAN: | actually would like a
clarification from Peter. So what you're saying is
you would like to see the sawdust required to be
organic as well.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: No. I'd like it to be

recogni zed that growh of trees can --

MR SIDEMAN. | don't understand what your
point is. If you're <claimng that they are
agricultural products, | would agree with you, then I
woul d say that they have to be organic, too. |s that

your intent?

MR SI EMON: You may not want to hear

this.

MR, S| DENVAN: |f anyone would to add
havi ng organic sawdust as well, they're welcone to.
So we have to vote on the anendnent. Owsu proposed

t he anendnent and | considered it unfriendly.
M5. KOENIG Re-read the amendnent.

MR. BANDELE: "Agricultural material such
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as grain or straw that are used in unconposted nedia
must be organically produced when comercially
avai |l abl e."

DR. POST: There's a second on that. So
call for the vote on the unfriendly anmendnent. Dave.

MR. CARTER  Accept.

DR POST: Kim

M5. BURTON:  Yes.
DR POST: Omusu.
MR. BANDELE: Yes.
DR POST: ol die.
M5. CAUGHLI N:  Yes.
DR POST: Rebecca.
MS. GOLDBURG  No.
DR POST: Jim

MR RIDDLE: No.
DR PCST: FEric.
MR S| DEMAN:  No.
DR POST: Steve.
MR HARPER  Yes.
DR POST: Mark.
MR KING Yes.
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DR POST: Rosalie.

M5. KOENIG  No.

DR PCST: WIllie.

MR LOCKERETZ: No.

DR POST: George.

MR SI EMON:  No.

DR PCST: Bill.

MR WELSH.  No.

DR, POST: W have seven opposed, six in

favor, and two absent.

MR. HARPER May | nmake an anendnent? |[|'d
like to under Section C change it to say, "Sawdust,
logs or other materials derived from wood used as a
growmh nedia nust not have been treated wth a
prohi bited substance" period.

MR S| DENVAN: Again | take that as an
unfriendly amendnent and ny reasoning is that there
may be sone places that are naking sawdust or have
sawdust available that don't know where the trees are
comng fromand |I'd personally rather have people who
are grow ng nushroons on sawdust that they' ve gotten

from peopl e who do know where their trees cone from
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DR. POST: Do we have a second?

MR S| DENVAN: Sorry. W did it in the
w ong order again.

DR POST: Wat is the anmendnent again?

MR SIEMON. It's just to take out -- and
j ust say--

V5. BURTON Could you re-read what you
j ust sai d?

MR. HARPER : Wat |I'mdoing is |'mtaking
out the section that it nust originate from an area
growmn in areas free of prohibited substances as
provided for in Section 205 for at |east two years and
so that it would say only that "Sawdust |ogs or other
materials derived from wood used as a growh nedia
must not have been treated wth a prohibited
subst ance. "

MR S| EMON: Since the sawdust is not
treated as conpared to the grow ng zone.

MR. CARTER  Specific to the tree --

MR HARPER : Well, it says "Sawdust, | ogs
or other materials derived from wood used as a growh

media nmust not have been treated with a prohibited
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subst ance. "

M5. GOLDBURG But does that nean before
harvest or after harvest?

DR.  POST: Did you nean after harvest
only?

MR HARPER : | just nean exactly that it
nmust not be prohibitive.

M5,  GOLDBURG Wod is wusually post-

harvest. So you'd be saying the trees can cone --

MR. HARPER : For instance, by saying
that, you would still cover |ike, say, pallet wood.
Treated pallet wood would still be covered under that.

The intent of this is basically to -- | think it's

too restrictive to require the person trying to obtain
the sawdust to find that source of sawdust back to the
exact location where a tree cane fromand that it was
untreated with prohibited substances for three years.

| think that's an incredible burden on a nushroom
producer to be able to trace that back. Maybe sone
smal | sawdust operation can do that tracing but if
they're getting sawdust from a |arger source of saw

dust .
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M5. GOLDBURG Dd we hear from any
nmushr oom producer on this topic?

DR POST: Yes. |Is there a second?

M5. BURTON: Second.

MR, BANDELE: On commercial availability,
we had several on the area of whether that --

M5. BURTON: | don't recall hearing from
anyone on that topic, but | could be wong.

MR SI DEMAN: W did have coments. I
bel i eve we did. | believe there were sone nushroom
producers who wanted trees grown anywhere.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | think it's a question
of certifiability, verification.

MR. SIDEMAN.  The question was did we hear
from nushroom producers who wanted trees from
anywhere, your conment being yes, and then expl aining
why we heard from them It always bothers nme when |
ask that question and it's a yes/no answer and a | ong
answer .

MR. HARPER : That's exactly ny concern.

MR, RI DDLE: | want to be recognized. I

encourage that we reject this anmendnent. Wthout it,
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| have trouble seeing on this subject what nakes
organi ¢ nushroons organic. | think regulating the
substrate and the growing conditions is consistent
with the rest of the rule for other materials and it
allows the organic producers to differentiate their
product. This is one of the things which is different
about these nushroons is that the sawdust used in them
was not treated with prohibited materials during the
three years prior to harvest and then after harvest.
So | think that's an inportant distinction to nake.

MR, BANDELE: Rose.

M5. KCEN G Eric has convinced ne a |ot
on ny thinking on nushroons. I think 1 was
approaching it nore from looking at it as a plant
originally, even though | studied nycology. So | tend
to agree with what Jimis saying also, and that's why
| voted with the commercial availability the sane way
that -- you know, on those things wth nushroons, |
think we really need to think of them and how they
obtain their food sources and such and because of
that, we need to be as restrictive as we need to be to

insure that differentiation.
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MR SI DENMAN: I'"d like to point out this
is not a casual decision on ny part. | recognize and
| know we did get comments from nushroom growers. W
even had one during the comment period on this. This
is going to be hard for sonme people who are certified
Nnow. They're not going to be able to get certified
unl ess they change their practices. But | still fee
that this should be the nushroom standard as witten,
whet her it's hard for themor not.

MR. BANDELE: Steve.

MR HARPER : | feel like -- and 1'm
reading in the section that it still nust not have
been treated with prohibited substances. So there's
still control, there's still sone certification issues
as far as the certifiers forcing the nushroom grower
to provide sonme information that this source is not
treated with prohibited substances. However, | think
it's prescriptive to expand it beyond that because all
of a sudden you're into trying to -- for three years.

| nmean that's a huge -- | understand that's what the
organic standards are for fields but when you're

tal king about forests, to go out there and understand
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where that source is comng from | think it's going
to be a nightmare as far as for the certifier or the
grower to try to obtain that docunentation, try to
obtain that verification, unless it's sonebody that
has a very local source of sawdust and they know
exactly the small group of trees that that sawdust

came from | nmean sawdust producers get trees fromall

over the place unless you're very small, mnimlls.
MR R DDLE: Il just want to limt ny
comments to new points and not reiterate. |l would

just like to point out that this will go through the
federal rul e-making process for public comment and if
this is an inpossible standard to neet, the NOP wll
hear that nessage very clearly, | think, during the
rule-witing process. So there is another opportunity
to change it.

MR BANDELE: Rose.

M5. KCENNG | just have one question for
clarification. So in G would those be considered a
substance or a nethod, because if we say substance and
it's considered a nethod, then by not listing the

rul e--
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MR SIDEMAN. W heard from Mark yesterday
that we didn't need to nention GVOs. They wanted to
keep the nmention of GMO in one place in the rule and
it's just understood that everything -- Saw dust can
not cone fromGVD trees, no matter what.

MR RI DDLE: And especially when you' ve
linked it directly to that Section 105 because that
clearly includes GMs.

M5. CAUGHLIN. R ght, because | questioned
that yesterday and we got a clarification.

MR SI EMON: | just want a clarification
on the notion but we can do that when we vote, |
guess.

MR S| DEMVAN: I'd like to just make one
clear point that for people who don't understand it,
forests are treated with herbicides and insecticides,
and we woul d be allow ng wood that had been growi ng in
ground that could have accunul ated nmassive anmounts of
materi al s.

M5. BURTON: My only coment is to go back
and listen to the pleas that we've had from sone of

our folks in the audience and not just cut people off
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and that by doing sonething like this, regulating
three years right now, you mght be cutting out a | ot
of mushroom growers.

MR S| DENMAN: And | recognize that that
woul d be the situation.

MR.  BANDELE: Can we nove to a vote at
this point?

DR POST: Can we read where the insertion

VR SI EMON: You're deleting from
originate on.

MR HARPER: : "Sawdust, logs or other
materials derived from wood used as a growh nedia"
and then cross out the following, "nmust originate from
trees that have been grown in areas free of prohibited
substances as provided for in Section 205105 for at
| east three years" and then "nust not" -- that's what
you delete -- "nmust not have been treated with a
prohi bited substance" and then cross out "after tree
harvest." So the full sentence would read, "Sawdust,
logs or other materials derived from wood used as a

gromh nedia nust not have been treated wth a
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DR PCST: That is the
amendnent. Call for a vote. Dave.
CARTER |1'mgoing to pass.
POST: Kim
BURTON:  Approve, yes.
PCST: Omusu.
BANDELE: No.
PCST: Col die.
CAUGHLI N: No.
POST: Rebecca.
GOLDBURG  No.
PCST: Jim
RI DDLE:  No.
POST: FEric.
SI DEMAN:  No.
PCST: Steve
HARPER:  Yes.

POST:  Mark.

POST: Rosalie.

5> 2 » 3 » 3 3 3 3 3 5 3 » 3 » B & 3 D

KCENIG  No.
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DR POST: Wllie.
MR LOCKERETZ: No.
DR POST: George.
MR SIEMON:  Yes.
DR POST: Bill.
MR VELSH  No.

DR.

POST: Three in favor, eight opposed,

two abstaining, two absent. The unfriendly anendnent

MR LOCKERETZ: |It's not unfriendly. 1It's
sinply not a friendly anmendnent.

MR LOCKERETZ: \Whereas the word nedia is
the plural of the word nedium and whereas the phrase
"a growth nedia" sounds to nme |ike nails scratching on
a bl ackboard, | nove that all occurrences of -- there
are three of them -- "a growh nedia" could be
replaced by "a growth nedium™

MR. SIDEMAN: That is very friendly.

MR HARPER Is that the term that's
typically used in the industry? | do have a question.

Is that the termthat's used? Medium not nedia? |

mean what's the point of putting in the correct
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grammatical termif it's not used in the industry?

MR. LOCKERETZ: There are all Kkinds of
ternms people use |ike that.

MR HARPER |I'msorry. This is a serious
poi nt . Is that the right term so that people
under stand the | anguage?

M5. GOLDBURG  Yes.

MR. R DDLE: Substrate would be an
alternative term

MR  HARPER I just know that when they
talk like in the biological -- you know, when you're
t al ki ng about biol ogical fernentation processes --

M5. GOLDBURG It's a nmedium If you're
going to grow sonething in a fernentation tank, you
use a nedium It's just a plural.

MR. HARPER (kay. That's fine.

DR. POST: Call for a vote for the notion
as presented, 10-17-01 as nodified by the friendly
anendnent to change nedia to nmedium Dave.

MR. CARTER  Accept.

DR POST: Kim

M5. BURTON:  No.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

(202) 234-4433

2 3 » 3 % 3 » 3 » 3 3 % 3 B 5D DI

133

PCST: Omusu.
BANDELE: Yes.
POST: Col die.
CAUGHLI N:  Yes.
POST: Rebecca.
GOLDBURG  Yes.
POST: Jim

RI DDLE: Yes.
PCST: FEric.

SI DEMAN:  Yes.
POST: Steve
HARPER  Abst ai n.
POST: Mark.
KING Yes.

PCST: Rosalie.
KOENI G Yes.
POST: Willie.
LOCKERETZ:  Yes.

POST: Geor ge.

S| EMON: Yes.
PCST: Bill.
VELSH:  Yes.
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DR POST: El even in favor, one opposed,
one abstention, two absent.

MR, BANDELE: The only other action item
we had was the draft recommendation that Jim drafted
interns of transition. So | guess if we could get at
that at this tine.

VR Rl DDLE: Just explain what the
commttee's thinking is.

MR SI EMON: W're not going to put this
up for public comment at this tine, are we?

MS. BURTON He can talk about it during
his work plan di scussion.

MR SIEMON: | think we should vote on it
if We're going to put it out or not personally.

MR RI DDLE: That's not our procedures,
that is outside the commttee.

MR. BANDELE: | thought the Board had to
approve before we sent this forward to R chard.

MR. LOCKERETZ: R ght, but for posting on
t he web, we have done out of commttee.

MR. BANDELE: Right. No. M point is at

no point did we vote on this today. What's the
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situation with it? | was under the inpression the
Board would approve it and then we would send it
f orwar d.

MR, S| DEMAN: If you' re expecting a vote
then it's to be considered no. If you' re not
expecting a vote, then we would consider it |ater.

MR. BANDELE: | thought we were expecting
to vote.

MR SI EMON: Usually the final vote is
after it's had public comment | think is what they're
saying. This nmeans -- and then we vote on it.

MR S| DEMVAN: W're going to have a two
m nute break while we reorgani ze and seat our Chair.
Two m nute break.

(Of the record at 11:32 a.m for a nine
m nut e break.)

MR. HARPER W have just one itemto be
voted on and that was the itemthat was referred from
Jim Riddle's technical correction list from the past
meeting. In front of you you have a suggested change
and that is to 205(3)02 to change the wording every

pl ace where it's listed in 205(3)02 from the words
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"finished product” to the words "all ingredients.” |
think we had a discussion of this. If there's any
guestions about what W're voting on, please raise
your hand and | et ne know at this point.

MR. RIDDLE: | nove that we adopt.

MR SIDEMAN: |'Ill second.

MR. HARPER. Wat's going on here is that
we just need to nake sure that we understand, you
under stand? Ckay.

M5. BURTON: It's fine.

MR. HARPER (kay. That's the notion.

M5. BURTON. It's been seconded.

MR. HARPER. Ckay. Any other questions?
Let's vote then. The notion is to change and nodify
by the Processing Commttee Section 205(3)02 by addi ng
the phrase or ternms "all ingredients."” Motion was
made by Jim R ddl e, seconded by Dave Carter. Call for
a vote. Dave.

CARTER  Approve.
POST: Kim

BURTON: Yes.

T 5 3 3D

POST: Oausu.
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BANDELE:  Approve.
POST: CGol die.
CAUGHLI N: Approve.
POST: Rebecca.
GOLDBURG  Appr ove.
POST: Jim R ddl e.
RI DDLE:  Yes.

POST: FEric.

SI DEMAN:  Yes.

POST: WMadane Chair.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY:  Yes.

T 3 3 3 3 » B3 % 3 3 3

PCST: Steve.
HARPER:  Yes.
PCST:  Mark.
KING  Approve.
POST: Rosalie.
KOENI G Appr ove.
POST: Wllie.
LOCKERETZ:  Yes.
POST: George.

SI EMON:  Yes.

POST: Bill.
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MR WELSH.  Yes.

DR.  POST: The vote is unaninous, 14,
zero, one absent. NMbdtion carries.

MR HARPER That's the only piece of
busi ness we had to vote on.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: W're going to
livestock. FEric.

MR, SIDEMAN: Wiat we don't get done with
by one mnute of twelve, we'll do after our 1:00
presentation from M. Post.

The first vote We're going to do under the
Livestock Commttee was the Livestock Conmttee
recomendation on antimcrobials as preservatives in
vacci nes and senen. The only thing for Board Menbers
that W're actually voting on is in Section 4 in your
not ebook and the only thing that W' re actually voting
on is the last paragraph that reads, "The Livestock
Comm ttee recommends that vaccines and senen that have
had antibiotic (antimcrobials) added for the sole
purpose of preservation of vaccines or senen be
permtted in livestock production systens.” And how

the NOP gets that into the rule, we don't care.
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Program Managenent, into the rule, | don't care where
they put it but we want it permtted in our
agriculture --

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: M. Chairman, | nove
that we recommend to the NOP that vaccines and senen
that have antibiotics (antimcrobials) added for the
sol e purpose of preservation of vaccine or senen be
permtted in organic |livestock production systens.

MR. SI DEMAN:  Second?

M5. BURTON: |'Il second it.

MR. SIDEMAN.  Any anendnent s?

MR SI EMON: | just have a question. I
shoul d know the answer, but where are we at on the
rest of the incidentals in nedicine?

MR. SIDEMAN.  That's in our work plan. In
the afternoon W're going to talk about it.

MR SI EMON: | thought we were further
along for public conment on that. W're not?

MR S| DEMVAN: W can, but that would be
during our work session that we talk about it, so, if
you can find what we've witten up .

MR SIEMON. Well, | heard you in there, |
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just don't have the incident |anguage report.

MR SIDEMAN:  We wouldn't vote on it now.
It's not anything we'd vote on.

Ckay. Then | call the vote.

DR POST: Call for vote for notion on
antibiotics in vaccines and senen as presented by the
Comm ttee. Motion was made by Carolyn, seconded by
Kimand now we'll have the vote. Dave.

MR. CARTER  Accept.

PCST: Kim

BURTON:  Appr ove.
PCST: Bandel e.
BANDELE:  Approve.
POST: Col die.
CAUGHLI N:  Appr oved.
POST: Rebecca.
GOLDBURG  Approved.
POST: Jim

RI DDLE:  Yes.

PCST: FEric.

S| DEMAN: Yes.

T % 3 3 3 5 3 5 3 33 5 DT

PCST: Carol yn.
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DR POST: Mark.

MR KING Yes.

DR POST: Rosalie.
M5. KCENIG  Yes.

DR POST: Wllie.
MR LOCKERETZ: Yes.
DR POST: George.
MR SI EMON:  Approve.
DR POST: Bill.

MR VELSH  Yes.

DR POST: Fourteen in favor, zero

one absent. Modtion carri es.

MR S| DEMAN: And the next

item of

Is going to be a vote on the apiculture

that were presented to us earlier

MR SIEMONN And this is the final

MR S| DEMVAN: Yes.

in the

vot e?

MR S| EMON: And is Cctober 16 the draft
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that W' re working on?
MR RIDDLEE Rght. Yes. The draft neno

stands out. Just get a little exercise while you have

a chance.

VR. HARPER: You passed those out
yest erday?

MR. R DDLE: Yes. It was distributed
towards the end of the day. I have one extra copy

here if you don't have one.

MR LOCKERETZ: It's the 10/16 draft?

MR RI DDLE: 10/ 16, Cctober 16, 2001 and
it wll have four definitions instead of two. The
earlier one is in your book so if you can't find the
repl acenent version, you can at least follow along in
the book and |I can tell you where the changes have
been nade. So everybody's ready. "Il wait until
you' re ready.

I'"'m only going to focus on the changes
that have been nade based on the discussion we had
first, so you'll see under definitions there now are
definitions inserted for organic honey and organic raw

honey. And that was a recommendation of the
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Processing Conmttee to the Task Force report. No
ot her changes on page one.

On page two there's one change and that's
to Item G and that was to capture the intent of the
Task Force and the discussion of the Board and that
reads now, "The producer of an organic apiculture
operation nust not maintain colonies in an area where
a significant risk of contamnation by prohibited
materials exists within a four mle radius of the
apiary as described in the operation's organic
agriculture plan."

M5. KOENIG The only thing that -- that's

a 32,000 acre area based on the four mle radius

whi ch- -

MR. RIDDLE: How did you know that ?

M5. KCEN G | did the nmath. Just
t hi nking about 32,000 acres. It really wll be

geographic. As long as people acknow edge that there
are definitely going to be areas where it's going --
and again, regional wping out of bee production in
certain areas.

MR RIDDLE: I'mstill presenting it
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because these are changes that were nade from | ast
time before we nove it, if that's okay.
M5. KOEN G And then again, significant

ri sk, how do you assess?

MR. RIDDLE:  Yes. If you want to change
it, that's fine but otherwise, if you just seek
clarification on what |'m presenting are the only

comments that woul d be appropriate right now.

MB. KOENIG  Ckay.

MR R DDLE: Al right. Thanks. kay.
Then there's one change on page three and that is to
insert new Item J-9, so starting at J, "The producer
must not | abel honey as organic, raw honey if it has
been heated, filtered using filter elenents snaller
than 200 mcrons or if diatomaceous earth has been
added to separate seed crystals fromthe honey."” Once
again, this was the recomendation of the Processing
Comnmttee to the Task Force report.

MR SIEMON. D d we get public coment on
this? This is a major --

MR. RIDDLE: W got public comment on the

handl i ng section --
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MR SIEMON. On the raw issue.

MR RIDDLE: -- which had this | anguage in
the handling section but nost of the coments were
from the Task Force nenbers thensel ves who supported
the 200 mcrons and then also from the definition of
raw honey of the National Honey Board which is not
heated or filtered.

MR SIEMON: So I'mconcerned that this is
not our job but it doesn't matter. NOP will sort that
all out if it's not in our -- It's a l|labeling issue
out side of organics in ny mnd.

MR. R DDLE: Oh, yes. This is our
recommendati on and they mght restructure howit falls
in a proposed rule. Ri ght. Ckay. Then two changes
on page four. One is the dramatic change from N to S
on vegetabl e shortening. That's the recommendati on of
Kim And then the other is just at the bottom the
narrative about the handling section has been
rewitten to reflect the fact that both the Task Force
and the Processing Commttee felt there's no need for
speci ali zed handling standards and so that's been now

rephrased fromthe original draft you had. No changes
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on page five and | didn't reprint the addendum because
there were no changes to that. So that's the report
of the Task Force.

MR SIEMON: | nmake a notion we adopt it.

MR BANDELE: Second.

MR Rl DDLE: Are you going to chair the
| arger discussion? W had been letting the presenter
chair.

There's an inconsistency being pointed out
here that when we changed vegetable shortening from N
to S, it doesn't totally match up with the narrative
in the box which says that "since it's a natural
material." So deleting those words, | think, would
t ake care of that.

DR POST: | don't know anything about
honey.

MR. RI DDLE: Do you know anything about
short eni ng?

DR POST: No.

MR. RIDDLE: Thank you. But you do know
somet hi ng about | anguage. So CGeorge noved and Omsu

seconded. |s there discussion on the notion?
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MS. BURTON Are you going to strike out
t he whol e foot note?

MR RIDDLE: Just the words --

V5. BURTON: Because it says "included
here for review but may not need to appear on the
list,” so | would suggest that we just strike the
whol e t hi ng.

VR. Rl DDLE: Ever yt hi ng in t he
par ent heses.

M5. BURTON:  Yes.

MR RIDDLE: George, do you accept that as
a friendly anendnent ?

MR SIEMON. If | was listening. Sorry.
| "' mreadi ng and studyi ng over here.

MR Rl DDLE: Kelly pointed out that when
vegetable shortening was changed from N to S to
synthetic, that in the box next to it that all the
| anguage in the parentheses is no | onger necessary.

MR SIEMON. If you say so, yes.

MR Rl DDLE: Kim proposed to strike that
as a friendly anendnent. Do you accept?

MR SIEMON:  Yes.
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MR. RIDDLE: Okay. Any other discussion?

M5. KCEN G Again, | don't want to
bel abor that point on the four mle radius, but ['m
not a bee expert by any neans. | know that bees can

go to far sources, but is that really a realistic

nunber? | nean to ne the nost concern is the cl osest
nost |ikely sources. I nmean | want a rule that's
witten again. I'"m hearing people saying that it's

not attainable for growers in nost of the country to
produce organi c honey because there's a five percent
chance that bees mght go four mles. How did you
come up with that four mle radius?

MR. RIDDLE: | thought I answered that the
ot her day but again, that was really the consensus of
t he bee keepers and entonol ogi sts on the Task Force or
the experts who submtted information as a predictable
average forage zone and it does depend on the quality
and quantity, and density. There's a lot of factors
and those are addressed in the organic plan. But we
tried to nake it so it can happen in appropriate areas
that don't have a high contamnation risk. It's not

required to be organic or wild but to assess it based
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on the organic plan. Kim

V5. BURTON Rosie, ny coment, | asked
Jim the sanme question, being on the Agriculture
Commttee, and was there really good representati on of
honeybee keepers and, al t hough t here was
representation, the coment was that sonme regi ons nmay
not be able to produce honey any nore. So his
recomendati on was that this still goes out for public
comment and, since | don't know anything about bee
keeping, | certainly wll respond to this section of
t he proposal .

M5. KCEN G But does the interpretation
of it mean like, if your neighbor is fertilizing their
| awn next door, you know, synthetic fertilizers are

prohi bited, probably -- bees don't forage probably on

your | awn.

M5. BURTON: It says, "not maintain a
colony within this area,” so | see that as pretty
definite.

MR Rl DDLE: But it's now linked to the
contam nation ri sk.

MR. SIEMON:  Significant risk.
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VR. Rl DDLE: Si gni fi cant risk of
contamnation. So it becones a certifier and organic
pl an i ssue.

M5. KOEN G And | think that's a great
i nprovenent . Don't get ne wong. Agai n, have you
t hought about all the inplications? |[If you feel as a
Task Force you' ve gone through that, then 1I'm
confortable wth it.

MR RI DDLE: I can assure you that we
haven't thought about all the inplications, but we've
t hought of as many as we can and it will go out for
rulemaking and we wll hear if it's an inpossible
standard to neet.

M5, CAUGHLI N: | just realized that this
doesn't refer to this particular one but back to the
veget abl e short eni ng. There is currently on the
mar ket a product |abeled organic vegetable shortening
which is from Spectrum Gls and it consists of palm
oi | peri od. So apparently they've gotten a
redesi gnati on. I don't know what the CFR is but it
was ny understanding the CFR was that vegetable

shorteni ng neant a hydrogenated oil which then, as we
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know, becones a synthetic.

MR R DDLE: | think that would be
pertinent when we do the TAP review on that nateri al

MR SI EMON: Natural palm oil would be
al | oned t oday.

M5. CAUGHLIN.  I'm just pointing out that
it is confusing, the content of vegetabl e shortening.

MR, Pl ERCE: Mark, do you have coments,
and then I would ask that we |limt our discussion to
our proposed anmendnents.

MR KI NG | just wanted to say on the
issue of the hidden substance and the radius of the
foraging area has always been on -- the nost
i magi native practice standard for bees because there's
going to be synthesis in wild species. | really like
the incorporation of the significant risk elenment into
t he | anguage. | think that's a really pertinent way
to go because without it you' re going to talk about a
gquantitative standard, no prohibited substances. Now
you're talking about a qualitative standard. I t
i ntroduces subjectivity, it introduces certifier

expr essi on. You're delegating that discretion to the
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certifier. Sol really like the nodification.
MR Rl DDLE: Thank you. Are there any
anmendnent s? Seeing none, | ask that we go for a vote.
DR POST: There's a notion to have the
recommendations of the Apiculture Task Force as the
draft of 10-16-01 as discussed by Jim The notion was
made by George and seconded by M. Bandele. Mtion is
also nodified by a friendly anendnent to strike the
| anguage in the box next to vegetable shortening.
Call for vote. Dave.
CARTER  Approve.
POST: Kim
BURTON:  Appr ove.
PCST: Omusu.
BANDELE:  Approve.
PCST: Col die.
CAUGHLI N Yes, approve.
POST: Rebecca.
GOLDBURG  Appr ove.
PCST: Jim

Rl DDLE: Yes.

T » 3 5 3 » 3 % B » B D

PCST: Eric.
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MR S| DEMAN:  Yes.
DR POST: Carolyn.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY:  Yes.

DR POST: Steve.

MR, HARPER  Approve.
DR POST: Mark.

MR KING Yes.

DR POST: Rosalie.
M5. KOENI G Approve.
DR PCST: WIllie.
MR LOCKERETZ: Yes.
DR POST: George.
MR SI EMON:  Yes.

DR POST: Bill.

MR WELSH.  No.

DR POST: Thirteen yes, one opposed, one

absent. Mdtion carries.

MR SI DEMVAN: | want to thank Jim for
doing an excellent job in heading the Task Force. |
really appreciate it.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: We're going to break

for |unch.
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MR, S| DEMAN: W have two nbre votes from
the Livestock Committee.
(Whereupon, off the record at 12:05 p.m

to reconvene at 1:12 p.m)
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AFT-EERNOON SESSI-ON
(1:33 p.m)

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Let's get started.
We al so have at | east two issues for votes and we have
to discuss our work plans and we have to el ect our new
chair and vice chair. And you want to be here to hear
me deliver the Patrick Leahy Menorial Speech, so you
don't want to mss that. Trust nme. Let's get
started.

W have a special guest with us today, and
we want to welconme Dr. Post to our group and we want
to thank you for all the help and support that you've
been giving us in trying to develop our standards and
our rule. You have the floor.

DR POST: Thank you. |I'mcertainly glad
to be here to neet with the National O ganic Standards
Board today, and | thank Steve Harper and Richard
Mat hews and others on the NOP for arranging this
opportunity. I think it's always hel pful to neet the
faces that go with the nanes and the bureaucracies, so
| hope this hel ps.

|"ve brought along sone nenbers of ny
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staff that you all nmay have interacted with in the
past, and they're sitting back here. Tamry Mrick
Merle Evans and Bill Jones. So if I"'m not able to
answer questions, they will help ne answer questions
and certainly after this neeting and for sonme time to
come, they're available for consultation on any
| abeling issue with regard to USDA neat and poultry
pr oduct s.

| think it's tinmely, too, that | talk with
you because the nonentum is beginning to increase to
proceed through the various steps in the process of
getting products certified to be organic and bear the
USDA or gani ¢ seal .

| thought it would be useful to explain
what FSI'S does and how we relate to AMS and provide
some perspective that may hel p you understand how you
interact or may need to interact with the Food Safety
| nspection Service. Sonme of you are already famliar
with FSIS, and so | apologize for the overview but |
think it's inportant. | realize I'lIl be capsulating
it into a small anmount of tine and so anything that |

seemto |leave out or don't provide details on, | wll
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provi de some sources of information that are readily
avai | abl e.

| thought it would also be helpful to
provide sone information about the |abeling program
for nmeat and poultry products, the program that
enforces nmeat and poultry I|abeling requirenents for
USDA products. That's obviously a direct link to the
Decenber 2000 final rule. Lastly, | want to review
the questions that | received from the Nationa
Organic Standards Board | ast week and provide answers
to them here and certainly indicate that we are
avai lable for additional di scussi ons about your
guestions with regard to organic as it applies to neat
and poul try product | abels.

The Food Safety Inspection Service, as
many of you know, is the public health regulatory
agency of USDA and it protects consuners by ensuring
that neat, poultry and egg products are safe,
whol esone and accurately | abel ed. FSIS protects the
public health by regulating neat, poultry and egg
products which account for a third of consuner

spending for food with an annual retail value of $120
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billion.

This includes all raw beef, pork, |[|anb,
chi cken and turkey, as well as all processed neat and
poultry products including hanms, sausage, soups,
stews, pizzas and frozen dinners. General ly, these
are products that contain two percent or nore cooked
meat or poultry or three percent or nore raw neat or
poultry. Exanples of processed egg products regul ated
by FSIS are dried egg yolks, scranbled egg m xes,
dried egg powders and |iquid eggs. That's always a
poi nt of confusion because we do share the regulation
of egg products with the Food and Drug Adm ni stration
and, in sone way, also with the Agricultural Marketing
Service in USDA

Under the Federal Meat I|nspection Act and
the Poultry Products Inspection Act and the Egg
Products Inspection Act, FSIS inspects all neat and
poultry and egg products sold in interstate commerce
and reinspects inported products to ensure that they
meet U S. food safety standards. More than 7,600
i nspection personnel verify that regul ations regarding

food safety and other consunmer protection concerns
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such as labeling are net in nearly 6,500 neat, poultry
and egg processing plants.

In slaughter plants, inspection involves
exam ni ng before and after slaughter birds and ani mals
intended for use as human food. In egg processing
pl ants, inspection involves exam ning before and after
breaki ng eggs intended for further processing and use
as human food.

FSI'S has many responsibilities in addition
to these inspection activities. The agency sets
requirenents for neat and poultry labels and certain
sl aughter and processing activities such as plant
sanitation and thermal processing that industry nust
neet . FSIS tests for mcrobiological, chemcal and
ot her types of cont am nati on and conduct s
epi dem ol ogi cal investigations in cooperation with the
Centers for D sease Control and Prevention based on
reports of food-borne health hazards and disease
out br eaks. In addition, the agency conducts
enforcenment activities to address situations where
unsafe, unwhol esone or inaccurately |abeled products

have been produced or narket ed.
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To ensure the safety of inported products,
FSIS maintains a conprehensive system of inport
i nspection and controls. Annually the agency reviews
i nspection systens of all foreign countries that are
eligible to export neat and poultry to the United
States to ensure that they are equivalent to those
under U S. laws. Reinspection of all neat and poultry
products entering the United States verifies that the
country's inspection systemis working properly.

FSIS is also responsible for assessing
whet her state inspection prograns that regulate neat
and poultry are equal to federal prograns and there
are quite a few other inportant activities that |
would like to nention but I won't go into detail about
at this point but wll say that information is
avai l abl e on many of our program activities or al nost
all of themon the website for the agency.

On one of the handouts that you have there

are web addresses, not only for the |abeling and

consunmer protection staff, which I will get to in a
mnute and describe to you about that staff, its
mandate, but there's also a site, | believe, for the
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Code of Federal Regulations which you' re hopefully
already famliar with and also the general FSIS
website. So providing those websites so that we do
ensure we are transparent and you have access to the
agency.

The mandate, as | nentioned, for FSI'S does
i nclude assuring that |abels are truthful and products
only bear truthful |abels and are not m s-branded. W
have requirenents under the Federal Meat |[|nspection
Act and the Poultry Products Inspection Act and the
Egg Products Inspection Act to approve all |abeling
for neat and poultry products before these products
are market ed. That involves a series of activities
and those activities relate to ny staff, the Labeling
and Consuner Protection staff and FSIS.

The Label i ng and Consuner Protection staff
is the staff in USDA that devel ops policies for neat
and poultry and egg products. W inplenent those
policies with regard to labeling and food standards
and ingredients. W also approve the ingredients for
use in the production of neat and poultry products.

And a part of that activity involves a prior |abeling
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approval program which | would consider nore our
operational side of the house, and we do receive daily
| abels under this requirement from industry to
eval uate and approve, and we do that for about 60, 000
| abel s a year. At one tine, that involved 140,000
| abels a year, that activity, and because of sone
changes we made in 1996, the |evel has reduced but we
do eval uate about 60,000 | abels a year.

| thought | would go into a little about
| abel i ng conpliance. Much of this information is
avai l abl e in that handout that you have. Essentially,
when we evaluate |abels, we are checking for |abeling
conpl i ance. W approve or deny |abel applications
that we receive. According to current requirenents
we only receive sketches for labeling and we also
evaluate on a regular basis labeling that can be
approved by establishnments, by federal establishnents,
under what we call the generic |abeling approval
system

Label applications include information
that is stipulated in the regulations. For mul ati on

information, processing procedures, sketch |[|abels
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include this information. W require supporting
docunentation in many cases where clains are nade on
| abels. In fact, in all cases where clains are nade,
we do require sketch docunentation

Sketches are really essentially a concept
of the [ abel. They're not necessarily the final
| abel . They can be apprentice proof, they can be hand
drawn, they can be conputer generated, and they do
reflect a final version of the |abel and perhaps wth
some nodifications. Fi nal | abel i ng. It is up to
establishnments to approve final |abeling under the
current requirenents in our regulations.

In your handout you will see there are
some exanples of sketch |[|abels, exanples of the
printer's proof, for exanple. Right now the types of
products that are required to be submtted for
evaluation by the Labeling and Consuner Protection
staff are labels for non-standardized products,
products that do not have standards of identity in the
regul ations. Al so for products that are non-anenabl e,
products that are under voluntary inspection. W do

apply the 1946 Ag Marketing Act requirenents. W do
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allow for the voluntary inspection of exotic species

such as venison. Unfortunately, | think this stil
says ostrich is non-anenabl e. It is anmenable as of
April of this year. And also we do receive on a

voluntary basis |l abels for certain processed products
with standards of identity. But those are the
exception and not the rule.

Wth regard to clains, we do require that
all labels that bear clains -- and "organic" is an
exanple of a claim-- we require that these |abels be
submtted for evaluation before they can be applied to
product that's sold in interstate conmerce. O her
types of <clains include quality <clainms, nutrient
content clains, health- or nutrition-related clains,
negative clains. For exanple, the absence of an
ingredient. Geographic clains if a product is clained
to be a particular style or if it's mde in a
particular place. These kinds |labels nust be
subm tted.

Sketches, as | said, are submtted. W
can, in fact, nodify themto indicate where they need

to neet labeling regulations or policies. And an
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approval is granted when the label is deenmed to be
truthful and not msleading. This is known as a prior
approval . W do on an occasional basis get requests
for tenporary approvals and that's where labeling is
in error with regard to the federal requirenents in
some way, but there are certain conditions we would
apply. These conditions are defined 1in the
regul ations. Essentially, |abels can not m srepresent
t he product. Labeling can not present any health,
safety or dietary problens. Denial of a tenporary
approval request would create undue hardship or
econom ¢ hardshi p. And al so where use would lead to
an unfair conpetitive advantage, that would not be a
case where we woul d give a tenporary approval

In 1996, as | nentioned before, there was
a substantial change to the prior |abel approval
system at USDA in FSIS, and we created a category of
| abel s that are known as generic |labels and certain
categories of products we felt had had their |abels
approved so many tinmes and for such a long history
that industry and consuners were aware of how these

products were made and were not going to be msled by

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

164

the labeling that was typically used. For the nost
part, these are products that have standards of
identity like frankfurters and ham products, sausage
products. And so products with standards of identity,
for exanple, were deenmed to be, |abels for these
products were deenmed to be labels that could be
generically approved. That led to the decrease that |
menti oned before from 140,000 | abels a year to 60, 000
| abel s a year. And so there are quite a bit of
standardi zed products. For exanple, dinners and
burritos and |oaf products, products that have their
contents defined by regulations or by policy where
t hese | abel s do not need to be submtted.

There are quite a nunber of conpany
responsibilities with regard to |abel approval wth
t he changes that occurred in 1996. Conpanies need to
create a record of final l|abeling for FSIS sketch
approved | abel s. This is a mandatory function for
plants or for establishnments. The record needs to be
avail able for officials of FSIS when necessary for
audi ting purposes or for questions about the |abeling

features or fornulation. The regulations, as | said,
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do spell out the circunstances of what constitutes a
record and the type of information that needs to be in
| abeling records for final |abels.

The generic approval regulations, as well
as the other regulations, are found in 9 CFR, 9 Code
of Federal Regulations, part 317 and part 381. These
sites are available or linked through our website and
that information I have given to you previously.

Rat her than get too nmuch into detail about
generic labeling, | will indicate that there are stil
with the changes that were nmade in 1996, there are
still responsibilities or functions we expect from our
i nspect ors. They nust perform tasks on a periodic
basis to ensure that products are formul ated accordi ng
to the information provided to them by plant
managenent . They verify the presence of nandatory
| abel i ng features. There are other responsibilities
i ncluding collecting sanples for our generic |abeling
audit system

Wth regard to labeling features, this is
always a very large area in ternms of the nunbers of

guestions we get. There are eight required |abeling
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features, up to eight required |abeling features.
Essentially, they include a product nane. For
exanple, it could be a standardized product nane, it
could be a common, usual nane or a descriptive nane.
These are definitions and this is explained in our
regulations in nore detail. A handling statenent |ike
"keep refrigerated" or "keep frozen" is another
mandatory | abeling feature. Net weight statenents.
These are required on all |abels except there are sone
cases where this kind of information m ght be applied
at the retail |evel. But for the nost part, it is a
mandatory | abeling feature that needs to be on the
| abel when the consuner receives that product.

An inspection |legend, of course, is
required for any product that is shipped interstate
for sale as human food. An ingredient statenent is
required on all labeling and this would be a list of
all the ingredients used to fornulate the food in
descendi ng order of predom nance. A signature line,
which is the nane and place of business of the
manuf acturer, packer or distributor, is required on

al | I abeling.
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Nutrition facts are required on nost
products and certainly all processed products with a
few exceptions, and we are in the mdst of proposing
and considering finalizing rules on mandatory
nutrition labeling for single ingredient raw neat and
poul try products. Right now that system is a
vol untary system

There are safe handling instructions that
are required on all products that are not ready to eat
products. Cccasionally you will see this kind of
information on ready to eat products, but the
regulations indicate it is a mandatory feature for
products that are not ready to eat neat and poultry
product s.

Wth that, | thought | would get into sone
of the specific questions about organic and how it
applies to labels. | think hopefully the information
briefly as | have given it to you links the FSIS s
| abel ing program to the Decenber 2000 final rule and
we can talk a little bit nore about sone of the actual
i nplications of the national standards to |abeling.

|"'m not sure if everybody has seen the
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guestions because | wll read the question and | wll
provide the response. |'m sure, whereas you are gl ad
to hear ne talk for the first 15 mnutes or so, I'm

sure this is probably the crux of what you'd like to
hear .

MR SI EMON: Jim did you pass out the
guestions?

DR POST: I'"ll be happy to read the
guesti on. | just wanted to make sure you knew |
wasn't maki ng the questions up.

MR. SIEMON. Those are positions that OTA
took on the sanme questions that you all put forward.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: The NOS Livestock
Commttee put forth the list of questions. OTA took
t hose questions and put forth their position and here,
Dr. Post, is your copy of our answers we want you to
gi ve us.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: I[t's ny understanding
this cane out of the working group of the OIA' s
Qual ity Assurance Livestock Subcomm tt ee.

MR SIEMON: It should say that.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Just so you know, it
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hasn't gone through the Livestock Commttee as such.
It's a working group docunent.

MR SI EMON: It needs to be |abeled that
way. Pam Saunders wote this.

MR HARPER The point is it's the
guestions that are put forth.

MR SIEMON. R ght.

DR POCST: Let nme also enphasize or
clarify that when we tal k about |abeling, W're really
tal king about any witten, printed or graphic matter
on a container or matter which acconpani es the product
at the point of sale. In that regard, W're also
tal ki ng about point-of-purchase materials, brochures,
| eafl ets, and these kinds of materials. Wth regard
to our prior |abel approval system we don't routinely
| ook at brochures or leaflets and we do though | ook at
sketches of labels that are actually applied to the

cont ai ners.

M5. KCEN G | just have one question
It's, | guess, out of ignorance and it's not
necessarily an organically related question. But on
smal|l scale, not even processors -- | nmean there are
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certain states that allow processing to be done in
kitchens. Are they USDA-inspected or are they state -
inspected and what's the difference between USDA
i nspections and state requirenents?

MR SIEMON. On the | abeling.

M5. KOENI G  Because |'m never clear about
t hat .

DR POST: | think there are a mxture of
i ssues here. There are certain states that are
conducting their ow neat and poultry inspection
prograns and that is an allowable and regulated type
of program What we expect though is that those
products, products bearing a state inspection |egend
or that result from state inspection prograns, only
are sold within those states. They can not be shi pped
i nterstate. The key is any plant under federal
i nspection results in product that can be shipped
interstate for use as human food. So there's a
di fference there. Wat we do expect though in those
cases where states are conducting their own inspection
progranms, we expect that they are enforcing simlar

if not the sane, rules as we would apply to products
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in federal establishnments. And the other part of your
question dealt wth?

M5. KCEN G So in other words, in cases
where people are allow ng snall-scal e processi ng goi ng
on within the state, that's wusually state-regul ated
versus -- and then one other question is | heard that
there was a USDA exenption on chicken processing for
smal| operations. Gowers have told ne that.

DR, POST: Right. Wll, based on vol une
of production, there are certain exenptions from
i nspection, not necessarily jurisdiction. It's from
i nspection with regard to poultry. So | can clarify
that. Wen soneone making food for human consunption
is intending to only market that product locally, then
they do not need to be under a federal inspection. If
there is an expectation that that product is shipped
interstate, then there is a need for USDA/FSIS
i nspecti on.

MR SI EMON: And then the |abel part of
it. The states can al so approve or allow | abels that
you m ght not approve?

DR POST: Wll, the intent is for themto
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approve labels that are <consistent wth federa
requi rements, even when the snaller establishnents, as
you've defined them or described them are producing
just for local sale. W expect, here again, that the
state and local jurisdictions are applying the sane
rules as we would federally. There mght be sone
restrictions, but the idea is that there aren't going
to be inhibiting product or production product or
mar keting product and offering themto consuners in a
different way than we would allow under the federal
system

M5. KOENIG But in states that have given
up, like, poultry inspections and given it to USDA
jurisdiction but they're small-scale producers, then
they're totally exenpt from that inspection process,
you're saying, is what | understand.

DR POST: There are certain states that
are designated states. There are certain states where
we recognize the states have their own program that
they conduct and, as long as they're performng in
accordance with or essentially equal to --

MR HARPER: Can we focus on labeling in
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the interest of tinme?

MR WELSH. W applied for a | abel back in
the '80s. They insisted that we take the nane organic
out of it and understandably so because there was no
definition of the word organic. When the new rules
come out a year from now or whatever, wll we be
all owed to put that nane organi c back in?

DR POST: That is actually one of the
guestions that we've been asked to provide a response
to, so | wll be getting into that hopefully. W do
have a current allowance for signature |lines and that
kind of thing, and 1'Il get to that.

The first question, the set of questions,
had to do with use of the term organic. One of the
questions, the first question was will neat be all owed
to be | abeled organic neat once the USDA rule is in
place? And | can tell you that all neat and poultry
itens wll be allowed to bear the claim organic on
their labeling as long as they conply wth the
nat i onal organi ¢ standards, and that would Dbe
begi nning on or about April 21, 2002.

The next question asked: WIl the term
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organic neat be allowed in all |abeling uses, such as
ingredient lists, glanour copy, point of purchase and
all uses? | can tell you that the term"organic" wll
be allowed on all labeling in any location on a
package | abel and on point-of-purchase materials and
all other I|abeling provided the product neets al
requirements for organic |abeling according to the
national standards. Oganic neat is not an acceptable
product nanme because FSIS regulations require a
species declaration on the labeling of all neat and
poultry items and so |I'm not sure if there was
specificity indicated there or not, but the term
organic neat won't do it. But we do need sonething
i ke organi c beef or organic chicken.

The next question. Wi | there be
restrictions on font size beyond the NOP requirenents?
What about color, placenent on PDP and other issues
within FSIS s labeling regulations? In the nationa
standards, the required font size for the claim
"organic" is stated as follows: "The size of the
per cent age statenent nust not exceed one half the size

of the largest type size on the panel on which the
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statenment is displayed and nust appear in its entirety
in the sanme type, size, style and color wthout
hi ghl i ghting." This comes out of the nationa
st andar ds.

According to the national standards, the
color would have to be a | egible contrast to the other
colors on the principle display panel or PDP. "The
USDA organic seal, when wused on [|abeling, nust
replicate the form and design as depicted in 7 CFR
205.311. If any other |ogo, seal or identifying mark
is on the product label, it can not be displayed nore
promnently than the USDA organic seal." Here again
this conmes out of the national standards.

"If any other clains are made on the
| abel ," for exanple, raised wthout antibiotics, no
added hornones, free range, and other simlar aninal
production clains, "the only requirenent for type size
in FSIS policies would be for the type to be at | east
one-si xteenth of an inch,” and that's for visibility.

QG her FSIS |labeling requirenents are found
in 9 CFR Parts 317 and 381 of the Federal Meat and

Poultry I nspection regul ati ons.
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M5, GOLDBURG I just wanted to ask a
question about the clains |like "no antibiotics used"
and you listed sone others. Do you actually have
standards that have to be net to nake those cl ai ns?

DR POST: There are policies in place and
they are available on our website. W do require
af fidavit protocol s, oper at i onal protocol s,
testinonials, supporting data to make sure that those
clains are truthful. So, yes, from the procedural
standpoint, they need to be shown to be truthful
stat enments. W don't get into limts and anal ytica
capability and that kind of thing.

M5,  CAUGHLI N: It's nmy understanding,
following that up, that you do prohibit "no residue"
as a statenent. |Is that right?

DR POST: W do prohibit clainms that that
could be classified as free clains or enphatic no
cl ai ns. Because we approve every label, it 1is
truthful for that product. Unless there's a systemto
anal yze and eval uate every single product to make sure
that's a truthful statenent, you would have situations

per haps where there m ght be sone of the ingredient or
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the substance related to that claim and, for that
reason, we would think that that would never or could
never be in effect.

V5. CAUGHLI N: So in a sense, yours is
al so process-based rather than -- if there's a system
or if there is a process.

DR POST: No. This is nore profit-based.

V5.  CAUGHLI N Except in the case of
process-based neani ng usi ng no.

DR POCST: Ch, vyes. The types of clains
that can be nmde. Yes. They are raising clains how
an ani mal was produced. Clains that can be shown to
be truthful in all circunstances. And there's a
little bit nore information, too, that I'Il get to in
some of these questions. One of the questions dealt
with will there be any restrictions on the "nade wth
organic neat" category. WIIl this category be treated
differently?

Qur response is a "nmade wth" statenent
could be used when a certified organic nmeat or poultry
ingredient has been used to manufacture a secondary

pr oduct . Cains nmade on the labeling of primary

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

178

products can be transferred to a | abeling of secondary
pr oduct s. However, clains nust refer to a specific
ingredient and not to the entire secondary product.
An exanple | could provide is beef franks nade wth
organi c beef where the beef franks are the secondary
product and the organic beef is the primary product
whi ch had been certified as organic.

Consistent with the national standards,
t he percentage of organic ingredient mnmust conprise at
| east 70 percent of the product in that case.

Let's see if | can get through the rest of
t hese. |"m anticipating that these were the set of
questions that were really the nost outstanding and
contenti ous.

In terns of docunentation, we had a
guestion about FSIS accepting the organic certificate
by an accredited certifier as docunentation of
or gani c. W will say yes, FSIS wll accept the
organic certificate. This is basically the procedure
that is in place right now Producers requesting a
| abel appr oval from the Labeling and Consuner

Protection staff for a product |abel that's certified
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organic by a certifying entity nmust include with their
application a copy of the certificate received from
the organic certifier, so there is a simlarity and a
continuity here.

Wien the appropriate docunentation to
support a claim such as organic is included wth a
| abel subm ssion, our commtnent is to process these
| abel s as quickly as possible. | thought | would add
t hat .

For production clains on the |abel that
are part of the NOP organic requirenents, wll
separate production docunentation be required or wll
the organic certificate suffice? Then there are a
variety of exanples of production things in the
guestion. M response would be all labels with clains
and speci al statenents nust be evaluated by FSIS, as |
had nentioned before, prior to use according to the
generic | abeling regul ati ons.

Ther ef or e, | abel s beari ng ani nmal
production clains nust be submtted for evaluation
W th docunentation such as operational protocols,

affidavits, and testinpbnials, as described in our
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policy on our website. Label clains and special
statenents that are defined by FSIS -- for exanple, no
antibiotics admnistered -- and which are consistent
with the national standards -- in other words, an

organic certificate acconpanies the product | abel
subm ssion -- require no extra docunentation to
support their truthfulness at the tine of |abe
eval uati on.

| thought 1'd add that novel clains and
speci al statenents nust be evaluated by FSIS |abeling
staff before they may be used on |abeling. Therefore,
undefined clainms such as no GM>s nay not be declared
on | abeling until the agency approves such a cl aim

Because a question canme up about brand
nanes, | think I'll go to that question. WIl brand
nanmes whi ch include the nane organic be allowed as the
principle brand name or will they be restricted to the
signature line as is presently restricted? Unless the
product is certified organic, brand names wll not be
allowed to include the term organic as the principle
brand nane. That's the term that was used in the

guesti on. This is consistent with the nationa
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st andar ds. However, FSIS will continue to allow the
word "organic" on a | abel as part of t he
manuf acturer's name in the signature line -- for
exanple, Nebraska Oganic Beef Conpany -- in an

i nconspi cuous and non-m sl eadi ng manner.

Wth regard to labeling, in many cases
these judgnents have to be nade on a case by case
basi s. So | can't really give you a guideline for
nore details for what 1is inconspicuous and non-
m sl eadi ng.

MR HARPER |f the product is organic
then what's the situation?

DR POST: If the product is organic,
there's not an issue. Wen you' ve got the seal,
there's not an issue.

MR. VELSH. Then we can use --

DR POST: Ri ght. The way this question

was presented, it was not wth any background
information I|ike the products had already been
certified as organic. |If the product is certified as

organic, there's not an issue.

MR HARPER: So if it's an organic
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product, over 95 percent and certified then, then you
will allowit in the nane of the conpany.

DR POST: Absolutely.

MR SI EMON: The maj or brand nane. But
then you're saying that in the signature line, even if
it's not an organic product, you're going to continue
to allow them to use the word organic in their
signature |ine.

DR, POST: Ri ght. The way this question
was phrased, it didn't provide the condition that the
product had al ready received an organic certification.

Wthout an organic certification, yes, signature line

is about the only place that you' d find the word

or gani c.

MR SIEMON:.  Somewhat msleading but it's
consistent with what you' ve been doing. | understand
t hat .

MR HARPER If you could quickly go to
transition.

DR, POST: Vell, we have handed out a
transition statenent that's on our website or wll be

very shortly that tal ks about how we will transition
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consistent wth the Agriculture Market Services
National Organic Program Ooviously, we all are aware
that the standards becane effective on April 21, 2001.
On this effective date, state and private entities
began applying for accreditation. W hope to becone
certified agents under the national standards. On or
about April 21, 2002, the National Oganic Program
wll release a list of certifying agents that have
been accredi ted under the national standards.

Upon  announcenent of the accredited
certifying agents, the Ilabeling provisions of the
national standards will supersede the claim"certified
organic by a certifying entity" for nmeat and poultry
products produced and handl ed by operations certified
under the national standards.

From the announcenent of accredited
certifying agents which should occur on or about April
21, 2002, through Cctober 21, 2002, FSIS will evaluate
| abels bearing the term "organic" wunder the dual
system During the six-nonth time frane, product
| abels with the <clains "certified organic by a

certifying entity" may continue to be submtted for
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eval uati on and approval .

Label s from conpani es whose production and
handling operations are certified by a certifying
agent accredited wunder the national standards and
included on the NOP's list of accredited certifying
agents may submt |abels for FSIS eval uation using the
claim "organic.” Wile such |labels may receive FSIS
approval in accordance with the national standards,
they will not be able to use the organic seal, the
USDA organic seal, until October 21, 2002, when the
AVS final rule is fully inplenented.

Conpanies that <continue to wuse their
"certified organic by a certifying entity" claimwl|
be expected to deplete their |abel supply by Cctober
21, 2002 and conply wth the national standards by
that date. So |I'm hoping if there was any confusion,
that this will take care of any issues wth regard to

transition.

MR HARPER Unless there's a quick
gquestion, in the interest of tinme, if there are
questions, if people can forward questions to ne
because W're really running short on tine. If you
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can forward questions regarding this to ne and I wl|
get responses. Is that acceptable, people? V' RE
really running short on tine.

MR SI EMON: Wen this goes on the
website, is that website as an announcenent or website
to get feedback?

DR POST: This is an wupdating of the

policy that already exists.

MR VELSH WIl FSIS be doing any
training wwth respect to -- to be qualified on organic
mat t er ?

DR. POST: Do you want ne to answer that?

I nspectors  at this point have no immediate

involvenment in any labeling issues at this point.
They do have sone responsibility, but | don't
anticipate that FSIS s inspectors wll have to be
i mredi ately involved because product that conmes in
| abel ed appropriately will have --

DR POST: | think in order to give that a
really good, detailed response, that's one that you
probably want to capture and get to us and I'll go

into further detail in a response.
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MR HARPER Thank you very nuch. I
real ly appreciate you com ng here.

(Appl ause.)

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: | believe we had two
items of business left on the table.

MR SI DENVAN: The two itens left for
livestock include a recomendation on access to
pasture which needs a vote and the aquatic animal task
force that needs a vote.

Wth respect to pasture, 1'd like to
stress that it's inportant because of Kelly's coments
this norning that it was always the intent of the
Li vestock Commttee and anyone on the commttee that
W' re not going to be kicking people out on the street
if they're not in conpliance with this rule and the
date the rule goes into effect. What W' re suggesting
about the use of pasture is to go into the practice
manual s put out by NOP as a working docunment hel ping
people to cone into conpliance.

In order that that becone clear, | want to
add to the item W' re going to vote on today a couple

of words. So first what W're going to actually vote
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on -- the pages aren't nunbered in the notebook. It's
on the second page of the Livestock Commttee
recomendati on of access to pasture. The top of the
page says, "NOSB Livestock Commttee recomended
standards access to pasture for rumnants.” What
W're actually voting on is the section there down to
i npl enrentation issues. Inplenentation issues does not
need a vote. W're only voting on that piece on the
page down to that point.

| want to add to the first paragraph to
address the confusion as to whether farners have to be
in conpliance immediately on OCctober of 2002 the
followi ng words, the | ast sentence should read and now
reads, "The farmplan nmust illustrate how the producer
wll maximze." Il want to add the words "work to
maxi m ze" so the final sentence of that paragraph
that's witten now should read, "The farm plan nust
illustrate how the producer will work to maxi mze the
pasture conponent of total feed used in the farm
system ™ |"m suggesting this as an anendnent, |
guess.

MR LOCKERETZ: You're putting it forth
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for the first time. You can put it forth any way you

want .

MR, SI EMON: |'ve got sone wording, just
the same wording but here | had "nust show a
managenent plan including a tinme line on how the
producer wll maximze." Much the sanme thing but |

have tine |ine.

MR. SIDEMAN: | have another sentence I'm
going to add. The |ast sentence |I'm adding now, "The
NOP will direct certifiers to give producers three
years to denonstrate significant novenent towards
t hese goal s. ™

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Read that again.

MR SI DENMAN: The last sentence as |I'm
proposing this is: "The NOP will direct certifiers to
gi ve producers there years to denonstrate significant
novenent towards these goals."

M5, GOLDBURG Three years from Cctober

20027

MR SIEMON: That's right. From when the
rule goes into effect. We've got to deal with new
producers comng in in the future. That sane farm
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pl an approach has got to be there for them too, or
not .

MR. SIDEMAN That's a good point.

MR, SI EMON: M/ wording was just to add
"show a nmanagenent plan including a tine line on how
the producer will maximze the pasture.”

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: | prefer that. I
think they get nore prescriptive. Again it gets us
back in the sane hol e.

MR SI DEMVAN: It's less prescriptive what
Ceorge is saying so you like that because it gets
certified.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY:  Yes.

MR SIDEMAN: |I'mfine with that.

MR SIEMON. Mne was "The farm pl an nust
show a managenent plan® which is duplicative,
"including a tinme line on how the producer wll
maxi m ze the pasture conponent of the total feed use.”

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Then what does the
certifier do with the tinme |Iine? | like the idea of
three years because it's a finite nunber and it gives

peopl e sone tine. But I don't know whether it nakes
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sense to just say show them a tine |ine. Does t hat
make sense to you?

MR SI EMON: | can live with the three
years, but | want it to be ongoing so when new people
come in, they can get in and have sone tine to get in
line conpared to having 100 percent approved pasture
before they get in. That's ny personal opinion.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: (kay.

MR SI EMON: Ongoi ng. Again, W're
| eadi ng themtowards a better and better system

MR S| DEMAN: | erased ny sentence so

W're in trouble now

MR, SI EMON: | hope you didn't erase it
t oo nuch.

MR SIDEMAN. | erased it so | can't read
it.

MR SIEMON:.  We shoul d have done this over
lunch, | suppose. I'"'m glad to go with what you' ve

done just to make it sinple, but you raised it now.
MR, CARTER Read your wordi ng again.
MR SI EMON: | just had "The farm plan

must i ncl ude” -- | don't know about ny wording --
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"show a nmanagenent plan including a tine line on how
producer will maxim ze."
CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: That's accept abl e.
AUDI ENCE MEMBER O how?

MR SI EMON: O how the producer wll

maxi m ze the pasture conponent -- I|"m basically
replacing "illustrate" wth "a nanagenent pl an
including a tine line." That's all. I[t's that
si mpl e.

MR KING So the question -- perceived as
changed fromthe way you produce. Correct?

MR SI EMON: I would think a certifier
would say when they cane in, Wuat's your plan to
conply with this and give us a tine line. (Qoviously,
a time line that stalls forever, sooner or later the
certifier is going to say, except if they change
certifiers, Play that gane.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Replace "illustrate"
with "show a managenent plan including a time |line
on." I'mnot too thrilled wwth that wording, but it
does its purpose.

MR LOCKERETZ: It must include a tine
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i ne show ng.

MR, SI EMON: Fi ne. Must include a tine
l'ine. Because farm plan and managenent plan is
duplicati ve.

MR SIDEMAN. | like that better. The farm
plan will include or nust include a tine |ine show ng
how the producer will maxi mze the pasture conponent.”

MR SI EMON: And then the next thing,
since We're not voting on inplenentation issues, if
the departnment elects to use any of this |anguage, |
think we need to have a paragraph about this
transition, recognizing this need in that if they
decide to use that. W don't need to vote on it. |
think we go along. It's sonething we do for common
sense to add that there. | think we had an original
one and we cut it down, but |I'mnot sure.

MR. S| DENVAN: So all we've done is taken
out the word "illustrate" and put in "include a tine
i ne show ng."

MR MATHEWS: Ckay. And that's a
repl acenent of the second sentence.

MR S| DEMVAN: The | ast sentence will now
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read, "The farm plan nust include a tinme |line
showing." Are we ready to vote?

VR, BANDELE: Wait a mnute. Di scussi on
about the three-year thing, where are we wth that
now?

MR. SIDEMAN.  Carolyn w thdrew her request
that we include it.

MR MATHEWS: | need for everybody to take
a deep breath on this for a second and renenber that
guidelines are not regulations and, therefore, are
unenf or ceabl e. So what we are doing is that you are
providing an interpretation on a regulation that you
woul d |ike people to apply but they are not conpelled
to use your reconmendati on. Does everyone under st and
t hat ?

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY:  Yes.

MR, SI EMON: If there's use of this, we
may go for rule changing but right now W're just
recommendi ng - -

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: That's right.

MR MATHEWS: That's true. If this

gui deline catches on, everybody |ikes it, sonebody nmay
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come in and ask you to nmake it part of the
regul ati ons.

MR SIDEMAN. Richard, let ne tell you the
way | see this. | see this as a guidance for
certifiers in enforcing access to pasture.

MR MATHEWE: But you just used the E
wor d. Enforcing access to pasture. I f sonebody
doesn't want to do it, they don't have to.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER Access to pasture is
al ready required.

MR MATHEWS: Yes, it is required but a
certifying agent could have a different interpretation
as to what access of pasture is.

MR, SI DEMVAN: But if the NOP office puts
this in your practice manual, | assune this is your
interpretation and that's the interpretation that |
have to foll ow.

MR MATHEWS: But it's not regulation
That's what |I'm trying to tell you. Qui dance is
gui dance and guidance is not regulation and if a
certifying agent out there says this does not work in

nmy area or it doesn't work in these three issues or
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exanples, then they don't have to do it and there's no
enf orcenent invol ved.

MR SI EMON: |'"'m clear on it but | have
one other question. Can a certifier adopt these as
their interpretation as access to pasture and put it
in their book?

MR NMATHEWS:  Yes.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Ri ght now t hey can

MR. SIEMON. W expect that's what's going
t o happen.

MR,  NMATHEWS: Yes. But we kind of had
this discussion earlier today, didn't we? The bottom
line is that if the certifying agent says, Well, this
doesn't work in ny area, ny geographical area or it
works fine in the northeast for all ny clients but it
doesn't work well in the southwest for ny clients,
they're free to do what works for their clients
because that's one of the fuzzy areas that gives the
certifying agents flexibility to do what is right for
their area and for what is right for their client.

MR KING Question. This is in reference

to a guideline. |Is what you' re saying not regulatory?
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MR MATHEWS: Yes. Regul ation is fully
enf or ceabl e.

MR KING | understand. | just wanted to
confirmthat.

MR. VELSH. Am | understanding this right?
What you're saying is one certification agency could
enforce pasture, another one would not have to?

MR, MATHEWS: They all have to enforce
pasture. it's just a matter of how they --

MR SI EMON: Access to pasture mght be
the only words in one standard. The other one m ght
have all --

MR SIDEMAN. Quiet. Jims got the floor.

VR. Rl DDLE: I nove t hat t he
recommendat i on be adopted as anended.

M5. CAUGHLIN: | second.

MR. MATHEWS: Any di scussi on?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | just wanted to ask if
you could clarify this. If a certifier adopted the
NOSB guidelines as their policy and they had a client
that said, look, | don't want to -- a certifier would

have to do that?
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MR MATHEWS:  No.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER No. They'd follow their
own policy for --

MR MATHEWS: Right.

MR S| DEMVAN: And I'd like to nmake one
comment. | think this is probably going to conme back
to the Livestock Commttee. W recognized we weren't
witing rules. W thought that we would be making
some sort of uniformeffect across the country, and it
makes me nervous to think that people who choose not
to enforce this, don't enforce it then. Wy are we
witing practice manuals if only sone people are going
to | ook at then?

M5. CAUGHLIN  Let's have faith and trust
t hat people are going to.

MR S| DENVAN: | say we vote right now.
W're not stopping the vote now but | want to cone
back to the Livestock Commttee with it and tal k about
it sone nore.

MR. MATHEWS: Ck. Dave?

MR. CARTER  Accept. Approve.

MR MATHEWS:  Ki n?
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BURTON:  Appr ove.
MATHEWS:  Omusu?
BANDELE: Accept.
MATHEWS: ol di e?
CAUGHLI N Approve.
MATHEWS: Becky?
GOLDBURG  Appr ove.
MATHEWS:  Ji n?

RI DDLE:  Yes.
MATHEWS:  Eric?

SI DEMAN:  Yes.

MATHEWS:  Car ol yn?

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY:  Yes.

2 » » » 3 » 3 3 %

MATHEWS: St eve?
HARPER:  Yes.
MATHEWS:  Mar k?
KING  Approve.
MATHEWS:  Rosi e?
KOENI G Yes.
MATHEWS: W lie?
LOCKERETZ:  Yes.

SI EMON: Yes.
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MR, MATHEWS:. You didn't give nme a chance.

Bill?

MR VAELSH: Yes.

MR MATHEWS: Ckay. Thirteen for, zero

opposed, zero abstaining, two absent.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Eric, let's nove to

the second item of busi ness.

MR S| DEMAN: The second item of business

is the aquiculture standards which are not where
i ndex says they are.
AUDI ENCE  MEMBER: It's actually

Aquati c Species Task Force.

t he

t he

MR  NMATHEWG: It's fourteen for; zero

opposed; and one absent.

MR S| DEMAN: Before we nove on to

t he

next issue -- |I'm a stickler here -- | request that

t he not ebooks that got handed out to the Board be
in loose |eafs because when things are put in
wong place -- ny Aquatic Task Force is in Tab 8.
index says it's in Tab 9 and | can't nove it now
Aquatic Species Task Force. | make

followng notion: that the NOSB accept the report
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the Aquatic Species Task Force and we recommend that
1) no standards be devel oped for wld-caught aquatic
animals and 2) if NOP chooses to wite standards for

farm aquatic aninmals, that they use the report as

gui dance.

MR. LOCKERETZ: Second.

MR. SIDEMAN:. D scussi on?

MR S| EMON: Just so | understand the
second part of your notion, you said that "if NOP
elects to." Vll, wouldn't we be involved in

est abl i shi ng standards?

MR. SIDEMAN. That's right. So let's make
it NOSB/ NOP.

MR SI EMON: l"m just trying to get it
cl ear.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: W produced a
report. W have an opportunity to be involved in the
process. | think we need to put it in the |anguage.
We're not witing standards.

MR SI DENMAN: | think Carolyn is right.
W essentially just in the past have nade suggestion

and then comented. But they've actually done the
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witing of the rules.

MR MATHEWS: Can you read the notion
agai n?

MR, S| DEMAN: The notion is NOSB accept
the report of the Aquatic Species Task Force and we
recommend that 1) --

MR. MATHEWS: And that --

MR SIDEMAN.  And we recommend that, 1) no
standards be developed for wld-caught aquatic
ani mal s.

MR. MATHEWS: All right.

MR SI DEMAN: Nunmber two, if NOP chooses
to wite standards for farmaquatic aninmals, that they
use the report as guidance. Al right. Let ne read
it back to you. NOCSB accepts the report of the
Aquat i c Species Task Force and we recommend 1) that no
standards be developed for wld-caught aquatic
animals. Two, if NOP chooses to wite standards for
farm aquatic animals, that they use the report for
gui dance.

M5. GOLDBURG Can | make a friendly

anendnent? In the book, W're actually calling the
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task force the Aquatic Animal Task Force.

MR, SIDEMAN.  Aquatic Ani mal Task Force.

MR SIEMON. Eric, why aren't you naking a
recomendation that we devel op this standard? Not we,
but that standards should be produced, whoever does
it. Wiy are you saying "if"?

MR SI DEMAN:  Wiich one? WId or --

MR SIEMON:  For donestic.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Because if they
decided to go with standards, then they're going to
nove forward. |If they don't, W' re recomendi ng sone
gui dance about how to do it, but We're not
recommendi ng st andards.

MR SI EMON: W' re not recommendi ng the
devel opnent of standards for aquaculture by this.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: No. Il think We're
saying -- we've suggested that there are sone
important considerations and factors that go into
devel opnment of such standards. That is in contrast
with the first one where we didn't find a basis for
recommendi ng st andards.

MR SI EMON: Basical |l y We're not
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recommendi ng devel op standards for aquaculture. W're
saying if NOP does, then wuse this. That's vyour
intent, to not necessarily say --

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: That's the intent.

MR, MATHEWS: But | have to tag onto what
Ceorge has said because you haven't nade a definitive
position on the creation of aquaculture standards.
You have said "if you guys do it."

MR SIDEMAN. W said we have no objection
to you devel opi ng aquati c standards.

MR SI EMON: Could 1 split the vote,
pl ease? Can | split the vote?

MR. S| DENMAN: Vell, we can nmake an
anmendnent if you want to add the word. | mean you
could make an anendnent that No. Two says "NOP
recomends that NOP wite standards.”

MR. SIEMON:  NOP reconmends. Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Wuld it be hel pful
to say exactly what the recomendation is in our
report with regard to aquatic species?

MR SI EMON:  Ckay.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Qur intent has been
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to recommend standards for the production of aquatic
animals that reflect an innovative approach to organic
certification while remaining fully consistent wth
the statutory requirenments of OFPA That's the | ast
sentence of the recommendations of the report.

DR POsT: Are people confortable wth
t hat ?

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: |'m confortabl e.

MR. SIDEMAN.  Wbul d you like to replace --

VR SI EMON: That means we are
recommendi ng they devel op standards. So W're going
to replace that "if" to "we recommend.”

MR SIDEMAN. ['Il take that as a friendly
anmendnent. | won't fight that.

MR. MATHEWS: So that's the | ast sentence.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY:  Yes.

MR. RI DDLE: But We're not recomendi ng
that these are the standards but that they be the
basis for witing standards.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Right.

MR RI DDLE: As | stated during the

di scussion of this, | think it's premature. | don't
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think these are ready to wite standards on yet.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: W were not actually
charged to wite standards. W didn't believe that we
were doing that. We believed we were pointing out
some directions and inportant issues that had to be
dealt with.

M5. GOLDBURG W were exploring whether
st andards were possi bl e.

MR. RI DDLE: Ri ght . And the task force
report contains suggestions for that. It would seem
to nme, then, that it would be the NOSB that woul d pick
up on the task force report to wite draft standards
that would then be turned over as a reconmendati on.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: If we choose to do
that, but we may not choose to do that as a board. |
can't predict what the Board will do in the future.
But | am not going to tell NOP they can't develop the
standards. |I'ma lawer. | know | can't.

MR RIDDLE: | would be nore confortable
know ng that the driving force behind the devel opnent
of standards was the NOSB.

CHAl RPERSON BRI CKEY: Well, that's fine.
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But I'mjust saying W're an advisory comm ttee.

M5. GOLDBURG  Yes. W can say sonething
about what the advice would be, but we can not wite
st andar ds.

MR RI DDLE: W don't wite proposed
rul es. W wite proposed standards, as we did with
agricul ture.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: The Chair's intent
is not to debate the whole thing all over again. W
went through quite an extensive process, | think, and
we are at a late hour. And | feel confortable with
what the report says if a mgjority of the Board does.

MR SI EMON: But back to your statenent
again. Qur intent has been to recommend standards.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY:  Yes.

MR RIDDLE: So what Jim is saying agrees

with this intent here.

CHAl RPERSON BRI CKEY: | don't know what
Jimis saying. I think he wants us to say that the
NOSB will wite the standards, and | don't know that

that's true. We have not been charged to wite the

st andar ds. | don't think NOP has decided what they
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want to do, and we will be asked to give them advi ce.

MR. RI DDLE: | just want to capture the
role of the NOSB in this notion. That's all.

MR, SI EMON: So read the new second part
of the notion, please.

MR SIDEMAN: It's just the last sentence
that's in your book. It reads, "Qur intent has been
to recommend standards for the production of aquatic
animals that reflect an innovative approach to organic
certification."

MR RIDDLE: That's the new second part of
your proposal? OCh, | didn't catch that. Sorry. Then
it's clear We're going to recommend standards. Right?

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY:  Yes.

MR, SI DENVAN: So just as an editorial
thing, | would change it to current tense, "Qur intent
is..."

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY:  Yes.

V. GOLDBURG Are we saying the
production of farned aquatic aninals? ['"m just
t hi nking of making it clear.

MR SIEMON:  Yes.
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VR, MATHEWE: Let nme give you ny
understanding of this notion. You are telling us no
to wild-caught. You are telling us that you're going
to sit down and wite standards for aquaculture and
submt them--

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: \Where's that?

MR MATHEWG: You're going to recomend
standards. You're going to recommend standards.

MR SI DENMAN: The problem that Becky
brings up is an inportant one. It doesn't say
"aquacul ture" in that |ast sentence.

M5. GOLDBURG R ght. It's what it neans,
| think, because we precluded wild, but the way the
resolution is witten, the nmotion is witten, it's
uncl ear.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: \Wat term should we
use?

M5,  GOLDBURG I think we should say
"farmed aquatic ani nmal s".

MR, NMATHEWS: Is that acceptable to add
the word "farnmed"?

MR S| EMON: | don't know if that's farm
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produced. It doesn't matter.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Mark, you | ook
unhappy. Are you unhappy?

M5.  GOLDBURG | would also like to
suggest we keep the second part of the recomendati on,
to go ahead and say that the standards be consistent
with this report.

MR SI DEVAN: | do, too, because that's
not in the |ast sentence.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: "' m happy for us to
say -- | wish this damm thing was ready to go so we
could vote. But |I'mhappy to say that we want themto
use our report as guidance. O course we do.

MR RIDDLE: Yes. | have no problemwth
t hat . | just wanted to capture the NOSB's role in
continui ng the process.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: That does that.

MR RI DDLE: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Wul d sonebody wite
t hat down? Can we continue with this?

MR. RI DDLE: No. | think we can do it

ri ght now.
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CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: | don't want to do
any nore word smthing. | want to be ready to go
because W're running out of tine today. So can we go
to commttee report and just get the |anguage right?

MR. S| DENMAN: I would take the |[ast
sentence with the "farned" edit and add it.

MR SI EMON: Let's nove on and cone back
t hen. Let's work on the wording. What's the next
subj ect ?

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: | think the next
subject is conmttee reports. That's worki ng agenda
W're talking about. So let's just get a quick report
from each person about their plan. Let's be brief.
And WIllie wants to go first.

MR LOCKERETZ: W'l set an exanple by
taking two m nutes. We've got three itens. The
commttee has a draft recommendation on conflict of
interest that we want to post on the website for
public coment. Here are copies for everybody. The
rest of you are invited to comment, too, of course, as
al ways.

MR RI DDLE: There's copies for the

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

211

audi ence.

MR LOCKERETZ: Nunber two, a priority
itemfor the conmttee is to get people onto the Peer
Revi ew Panel. W have a handout that nostly consists
of the previous June recomendati ons on the PRP. The
new material cones in the mddle of the flip side
which is how we propose to get nenbers on the PRP
W're going to put out a notice describing the
positions, inviting people to nom nate thenselves. W
Wil | make a selection. W need four people
altogether. We'Ill select nore than four, not just our
top priorities, but a bunch of candidates that we
think are nost suitable.

W'll pass them up to the full board to
make its selection of four which wll be our
recommendations to NOP and the Secretary for whom
t hose positions should be filled by and we al so have a
proposed work statenent, sort of a description of the
work, so they know what they're getting into and so
forth. At the bottom at Rick's request, we devel oped
a proposed budget to fund the travel of the PRP people

as detailed at the bottom of the second page. So,
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Rick, that's especially for your attention.

MR. RIDDLE: The peer review.

MR LOCKERETZ: Yes. The first page and a
half is repeat from the June neeting. The new
material is howw wll get nomnees for the PRP, then
how we w Il pass that up to you guys to make the
sel ection of your four best which in turn will go to
the NOP for approval or appointnent.

So we'll put this out. Rick, this by
itself is not ready for the web, but we'll tailor this
to give you a version very soon, change things around
and ask you to post it on the web for us. You'll have
that in a few days. But this is the essential content
of it. This is not going on the web right away, so if
any of you have any coments or inprovenents or
suggestions on this, please let us know pretty soon
because we want to post it within, say, a week or so.

MR. MATHEWS: My first reaction is why do
you need three four-day trips?

MR. LOCKERETZ: Vel |, because on the
earlier, the previous page, it says each nenber --

let's do that later.
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The third item was brought up by several
public comrenters on Monday, which is W're going to
draft for your consideration reconmended | anguage for
how to deal with group certification. This is not a
rul e change. This is part of the accreditation
process. W have the raw materials which we'll craft
into sonmething for NOSB consideration shortly, and the
Accreditation Commttee's work plan.

MR MATHEWS: Wllie is working this one.

Ri ght ?

MR. LOCKERETZ: |'m done.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: | have to interrupt
you here. | want to introduce a very inportant person
to this group. She's getting nervous already about

what I'mgoing to say. This is Barbara Robinson. On
Monday we had three very distingui shed guests cone and
talk to us fromthe Departnment and from ANS. This is
the fourth one and she's probably nore inportant to us
frankly than any of the people we've had so far.
Barbara is head of the Transportation and Marketing
Di vision and Deputy Secretary to Ken Boyton.

So | wanted to wel come here her. | wanted
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all of you to neet her. She's been already enornously
inportant to us in giving us advice, support and we
wel cone you and are glad you're here and hope you'l
say a few words.

M5. ROCBI NSON: Thank you. Vell, | don't
want to interrupt your work. | sat here yesterday
listening for a little while while Steve was talking

and I would need an entirely new |l esson in the English

| anguage to say half the things that you said. | got
lost in the diethyl-nethyl-whatever. But | do
understand basically where you're going and | also

want to tell you that, as |I've told Carolyn and |'ve
told a |lot of other people including ny bosses -- |'ve
wor ked for USDA for 22 years --

| am kind of picky about one thing and
sort of tried to build ny reputation on it, and that

is neeting deadlines.

So I've given everybody ny solem
commtnent -- and 1'd give them ny first born but
that's an inpossibility -- that we wll have this
program up and running in Qctober 2002 if | have to

get in the trenches with the guys nyself, which I am
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willing to do and have started to do.

We've already taken a nunber of steps to
try to leverage the scarce resources that we have.
You guys know that there's nore of you than there is
of us, but W're doing sone things in the Departnent
to stretch those resources and get this program up and
| aunched and running for next Cctober. | just want to
gi ve you that assurance.

| don't want to get in your way, but | do

want to show you ny face so that when you're | ooking

for sonmebody to shoot at, you'll renenber ne and try
not to beat up the staff too nuch. You can always
cone to ne.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Organic people are
paci fists, you know.

M5.  ROBI NSON: Those gentle souls.
Anyway, | just wanted to conme by and get a chance to
meet you because | didn't get to conme out to the June
meet i ng. | have net sone of you on occasion before
and |l ook forward to working with you but working on
your behal f, mainly, in the Departnment. So good | uck.

| know your agenda. | | ooked at your agenda. Good
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Lord. You have a lot to squeeze in just a few days
and try to wap up with elections this afternoon. So
"1l let you get back to it, and I'Il get back to ny

work. dad to neet you all.

(Appl ause.)

MR SI EMON: Ckay. | have a question
about accreditation. | personally am not confortable
with all the inplenmentation tinme lines that |'m
hearing and that's nostly, | think, an NOP's decision
but | just heard from FSIS sonething that |'m very
di sturbed about. Are you all not dealing with these

i ssues about when people get accredited? This whole
gap between April 21st and April 20th, this whole gap
in the inplenmentation. It's actually April 20th. A
whol e year |ater, depending on when you are certified.
As well as, now | just heard that you can use the
organic | abel starting April 22nd if you're accredited
but, if you're not, you have to wait until you do get
accredited. Therefore, an uneven playing field in the
| abel i ng. | feel Ilike there's a whole lot of
gquestions in this zone here that aren't answered.

MR. MATHEWS: And |'mconfused. | thought
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you can't use the |abel until Cctober.
MR, SI EMON: W're mxing up the science

issues here. Are you all through with this? You're

sati sfied. "' m concer ned. | don't know if anybody
else is concerned. The farners are confused, |I'm
conf used.

MR LOCKERETZ: W have no particular
action on that.

MR SI EMON: | don't know why W' re not
doing it October 21st for everything.

MR. MATHEWS: Doi ng what ?

MR SIEMON: Everybody has to satisfy the
rule by then. I"m still confused by it. Maybe 1'm
just dense but | know what --

MR, MATHEWS: There is a six-nonth period
to allow those who haven't already been certified or
those who have certifying agents who opt out of the
system or who don't nake the grade. It gives those

peopl e six nonths to get to playing the gane.

MR SI EMON: | don't want to go into
di scussi on. ["'m just asking. I'"'m definitely
concerned about FSIS. | know that's a different role
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than this role, but that's adding on -- You have no
I ssues. Ri ght ? I nmust be dense then. | have
concerns.

MR WELSH  We've got to know. W didn't

get a chance to even ask the question | wanted to ask.
Wien can we apply for a |abel? After April?

MR HARPER You can apply for a |[abel
ri ght now.

MR WELSH  W've got to show that W're
accredited.

MR MATHEWS: Everybody listen up for a
second, pl ease. FSIS has a neat-I|abeling program in
pl ace right now for organic. That continues. It wll
go away after OQOctober 21st of 2002. Right now it
stays in place. Those people who get accredited,
their clients will be able to begin |abeling neat
products to our standards upon accreditation of their
certifying agents. They will not be able to use our
seal, but they wll be Ilabeling according to our
regul ati ons. FSIS has said that is okay with us.
W'l | approve |abels using your standards once their

certifying agent is accredited.
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Those certifying agents who have not
gotten accredited, their clients will have to continue
to use the FSIS labeling until one of tw things
happens. Either Cctober 21, 2002 cones, at which case
they'll have to stop unless the second issue, their
client gets accredited before that date. Ever ybody
clear on that?

MR SIEMON: That's clearly unfair.

MR MATHEWS: Well, the other option is
that they do away with their |abeling program and
nobody wanted to do that.

MR. SIEMON: The other option is they all
start Cctober 2002.

MR MATHEWE: But they can not nake a
truthful labeling claim at that tinme because they
won't have a certifying agent that is accredited.

MR SI EMON: Vll, if they don't get it,
they can't do it.

MR MATHEWS: W can't debate it. That's
the rule.

M5. BURTON: WMaterials next?

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY:  Yes.
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V5. BURTON Ckay, let's go. W' ve had
two very productive neetings over the l|last couple of
days, working lunch neetings mainly. Prioritized a
couple of new policies that W're going to be
presenting in the next neeting. One is W're going to
update the materials. That again is a continuous
i nprovenent that we have heard from the IMs and the
commttee briefs. W're going to work on prioritizing
TAP reviews and the distribution of those TAP reviews
to the new contractors. W'll cone up with sone
gui delines for that.

We already have a policy for prioritizing
materials for renmoval fromthe national list. | think
it's tinme for the commttee to start working on that
al so. Devel oped a process for material review prior
to NOSB neetings. Again, the comnmttee felt that just
to get the board ready for neetings we want to cone up
W th sone guidelines. Mke sure you've read your tabs
and all that sort of thing.

Next would be to develop policy for
material review process for contractors. Agai n, the

commttee felt that the new contractors are going to
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be educated and we brainstornmed a nunber of great
ideas which the commttee wll be working on and
putting down on paper and submtting to the board.

MR. RI DDLE: ["m sorry, Kim Coul d you
repeat that one.

M5. BURTON: Devel op policy for nateri al
review process for contractors and a nunber of very
good ideas cane out. Clarity and guidance on TAP
revi ews. Make sure everybody knows our expectations.

Educati ng and t hen ongoi ng conmuni cati ons between the
contractors and the commttee.

W also heard that we need to develop
recomendations for evaluating inerts and incipients
in processing materials. Throughout the |ast few days
we heard that and then also develop criteria for
processi ng technol ogy gui deli nes.

MR HARPER That's in the Processing
Comm ttee.

M5. BURTON: Right, but if it's an
internal review, we have to work on that and how we
get that into this whole material review process. And

then also assisting EPA on clarifying the inerts and
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Rosie has agreed from the Materials Commttee to do
that representation with EPA and NOP

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Good. Any qui ck
coments? Omsu.

MR. BANDELE: Yes. As you know, fromthe

Conmpost Task Force that Eric will serve as chair of
that task force. So those issues and the related
i ssues of verm culture, conposting, et cetera, wll be

included in that package. W have several TAP reviews
schedul ed al ready, one dealing with spirulina which is
a hydroponics system but we don't even have a policy
on hydroponics so we need to really cone up with a
policy on hydroponi cs.

W also will put up the two drafts, one on
the organic handlers and producers using the organic
claim pending final approval of actions that the NOSB

has already approved and the other being on

transitional |abeling. W do have sonme other areas
that we'll deal wth this of allowable, non-
synt heti cs. That's nore or less a guidance type

docunent of commonly used or allowable non-synthetic

products used in crop production.
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There are several other itens that we w |
be dealing wth. Mark has instituted a regular
conference call, so we wll take up sone additional
items during that period. But the main issues are the
ones that | just outlined.

MR SI DEMAN: Omsu, | have one nore.
This is for the NOP and | don't know what you want to
do with this one. A couple of years ago when | was at
the neeting, | think I even nade the notion, that FOP
be allowed for the de-greening of citrus and when you
ook in the final rule, that's not included in the
annot at i on. That was from the Crop Commttee back
when | was chair of the Crop Conmttee. So |I guess we
have to reconsider that and nake a recommendation to
NOP

MR, MATHEWE: Vell, we've got the docket
that's going to be comng out for anending -- no,
that's not going to be a correction because that was
never even in the proposed rule so it can't go out as
a correction. However, what we can do if this body
acts today is to reaffirm what you had said before

that that's what should be in the annotati on. Wat we
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will do is amend the national list and include that in
the annotation. But W're not going to be able to do
it unless you tell us to do it because it's kind of
after the fact now It got m ssed sonewhere down the
line. | suspect that a |lot of these problens cane from
the fact that the list got expanded and then when it
was said, "Contract it," | would suspect it got
contracted a little too nuch in a couple of spots.

So really what you need to tell wus is,

this was mssed. Let's stick it in. W'Il put it in
the corrections or we'll put it in the docket to anend
the national list and it'll get taken care of that
way .

MR HARPER  This reconmmendati on occurred
after the first proposed rule.

MR, MATHEWS: Yes, but it never got picked
up in the second proposal.

MR HARPER: It didn't get picked up by
the second proposal but it clearly got voted on. I
was there.

MR SIDEMAN:  Unusual situation, Richard.

This is a different board than was there and that
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board voted yes. I'"'m not sure this board will vote
yes.

MR MATHEWS: That's why | say | wanted
you guys to vote on whether or not to nmake that
change.

M5. KCEN G W know that it's in the
mnutes or maybe it's not. So why can't we just make
a notion to agree with the mnutes of that Board. I
don't think we want to get into discussing that. Wy
don't we nake a vote that we agree to go by the
m nutes of that recommendation from before and be done
withit.

MR. SIDEMAN. |I'll second that notion.

MR. HARPER Sounds |ike Rose nade a
not i on.

MR RI DDLE: I think this applies to
several materials. This is just really getting thrown
fast. I "' m unconfortabl e. I think we need to study
this and capture it. There are several annotations
which aren't reflected in the rule that the NOSB nade.

MR MATHEWS: OCh, I'mnot saying this is a

one-tine deal. I|"m not saying that at all, Jim
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Really, | nean, Em |y put together that great docunent
that says this is what she found. You were all asked
to look at that great docunent and come up with where
there are problens. I've been told there's one
problem which is exactly this one that Eric has just
brought up. There's nothing to prevent you guys from
com ng back at the next neeting and saying here's sone
nore that needs to go into the next anendi ng docket.
So we don't have to stop now but at |east we can get
this one done.

MR RIDDLE: Sure.

M5. BURTON: W did do a technica
correction. W did get other materials from the
Materials Conmttee conpilation.

MR RI DDLE: Did those go before the
Boar d?

M5. BURTON: That was part of that
proj ect, going through that spreadsheet and submtting

it to NOP by a certain date.

MR. SIDEMAN: | have one nore comment and
it may alleviate what Becky is thinking. | don't even
know if | support this anynore, but | don't want to
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set the precedent that when we nake decisions at NOSB
that they're ignored by the states and NOP and we
don't address that. So |I'm supporting Rose's
anmendnent that we just use what was in the mnutes as
our reconmendati on.

M5. BURTON: Recommended in the m nutes?

M5. GOLDBURG It was voted on.

MR SIDEMAN. CGo back to the old mnutes.
It says that the NOSB recommended ethylene be used
for de-greening.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER There was sonething el se
that was never in the mnutes that | saw

MR S| DENVAN: Oh, please don't bring it
up.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Call for the vote.

MR MATHEWS: Al right. The notion is
that the annotation found in the mnutes of Novenber
1999, sonething like that, that the annotation for
ethyl ene be included in the anending docket for the
national |ist.

Dave?

MR CARTER Aye.
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RI DDLE: Abst ai n.

MATHEWS: Eric?

S| DEMAN: Yes.

MR. MATHEWS:  Ki n?

M5. BURTON:  Yes.

MR MATHEWS: Omusu?

MR BANDELE: Yes.

MR MATHEWS: Col di e?

M5. CAUGHLIN: | think I'll abstain.
M5. GOLDBURG | think I'll abstain,
VR

VR

VR

VR

MATHEWS:  Car ol yn?
CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY:  Yes.
MATHEWS: St eve?
HARPER:  Yes.

MATHEWS:  Mar k?

KING Yes.

MATHEWS:  Rosi e?

KOENI G Yes.

MATHEWS: W lie?
LOCKERETZ:  Yes.

MATHEWS:  CGeor ge?

2 » » 3 % » 3 3 » 3

SI EMON:  Abst ai n.
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MR MATHEWS: Bill?

MR WELSH.  Yes.

MR, MATHEWS: The notion carries 10 for,
zero agai nst, four abstaining, one absent.

MR SI DEMAN: Li vestock Comm ttee. Qur
work plan is actually in the notebook for the NOSB.
It's the | ast page of Section 4 which is the Livestock
but I have a couple of things to add to it. | can
briefly go through and read this and tell you how |I'm
hoping to handle it. O course, it's up to the
comm ttee.

Nunber one S identify synthetic
medi cations potentially suitable for use in organic
livestock production and expedite review through the
TAP process. |'m hoping we can set up a subconmttee
to do that and have NOP staffers work with us for that
one, to identify synthetic medi cations.

Nunber two, finalize recommendation on
access to the outdoors for poultry. George handed out
a rough draft of that. Nunber three, finalize
recomendation on livestock feed ingredients. W

actually had recommendations on that entitled
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"National Organic Standards Board Livestock Commttee
Draft Recommendations.” | was going to sunmarize al
of these but for the sake of tine I'mnot going to.

MR SIEMON: But they wll be posted now

MR, SI DEMVAN: And that's what | was just
going to say. My note here is that they should be
posted on the web for comment and the commttee wl|
di scuss them

Nunber  four, identify sanitation and
cl eansing agents including chlorine used in |ivestock
production and nunber five, devel op recomendati ons on
confined livestock Iliving conditions, e.g., barns,
wi th an enphasis on bovine and poultry. Nunber six --
"' m readi ng fast because nost of us here have this in
front of wus. Devel op recommendations on all owed
I i vestock physical alterations.

Seven, develop additional guidance on
repl acenent of dairy herd animals. |'m confused about
this one because it's just recently cone to ny
attention. Wwen | called Mark about a nonth ago and
asked about the replacenent dairy animals, | was told

the interpretation of the rule is that other than the
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whol e herd conversion, they have to be from the | ast
third of gestation. But now | hear from the OTA
Li vestock Commttee that that nmay be true for on farm
animals but if you buy them off the farm you can go
to a year.

MR SIEMON. W're not here to discuss the
i ssue.

VR SI DENVAN: Hopefully that'l| get
strai ght ened out.

Nunber eight, devel op recommendations on

| abeling for pet foods.

Nunber nine -- and this is a new one that
I|"'m adding -- work with NOP -- this is from Rose
yesterday -- work with NOP to facilitate on-farm

trials of poultry feed rations using only natural
sources of nethionine. Tell ne when you catch up.

VR MATHEWG: Wor k with NOP to
facilitate--

MR. SIDEMAN: To facilitate farmtrials of
poultry feed rations using only natural sources of
nmet hi oni ne. Natural forns. Natural sources of

met hi oni ne. Nat ur al sour ces. Is that it? Sonme of
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whi ch may be conventional agricultural products. And
that's the product problem W need to work on how we
figure out working exception into the rules for these
pr oduct s.

MR MATHEWE: Conventional agriculture
pr oduct s.

MR SI DEMAN: Ri ght. That's it. 111
take up the rest |ater

MR MATHEWE: Wait a mnute. | have to
interject here. I'msorry. This first itemwhere you
want Mark working with you. Mark can be involved to a
limted extent. Mark is part of a very limted
resource staff and | can't have Mark doi ng board worKk.

MR S| DEMAN: | f you're going to
accredi tation.

VR. MATHEWE: Because W're doing
accreditation and approval of state prograns and
international, plus we've got a rule nmaking action now
for nmushroons, a rule making action for greenhouse, a
rul e maki ng action on apiculture, a rule nmaking action
to do a corrections docket, a rule nmaking action to --

MR S| DEMVAN: Poi nt wel | taken.
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MR MATHEWS: So | can not -- | would | ove
to just say Mark, go work for the board. Mark can not
work for the board. He can be a resource but he can
not do the work.

MR S| DENVAN: Hopefully we get two Marks
sonme day.

MR MATHEWS: W did get the two people |
told you on Monday | was trying to hire.

(Appl ause.)

VR. MATHEWE: Hopefully they'l| be
starting very soon.

MR RIDDLE: Two points, Eric. One is on
that |ast one about facilitating on farmtrials. Keep
in mnd that it applies to other things besides just
Iivestock and nmethionine. The criteria for evaluating
the appropriateness of those trials that you devel op
here should be thought in terns of how it could apply
in crops or other sectors.

One other item and that is in the
apiculture report that we approved to ask for
expediting review of the inputs, and | don't know if

that should go to Livestock Commttee or Materials,
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the report calls for expediting those reviews. That's
all. It's not been nentioned in a work plan yet.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: | also had this idea
of working on field trials is kind of a new thing. |
don't knowif it's --

M5. KCEN G It's not the field trials.
It's working at the research exenption and how we can
al |l ow research exenptions to --

MR SI DEMAN: That's what |1'm talking

about . |"m tal king about getting the exenption so
farmers can use conventional materials. It's in the
rule. 1 don't know how to get it out.

MR MATHEWE: So this is going to be
pr ocedur es.

M5. KCEN G Rick, to just state, | know
that there's a nunber of researchers out there that
are going to be asking about mcrobials for weed
control and such. So it's sonething that's going to
continue. Just |ooking at that policy and letting us
know what it nmeans, how they gui de researchers.

MR SIDEMAN: Rick, to make it better for

you, why don't we go to work with NOP to facilitate
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procedure for allow ng --

MR. SIEMON:  So what about the incidentals
in nmedicines? |Is that what nunber one is supposed to
do?

MR S| DEMAN:  Yes.

MR SI EMON: It's really a different
subject. Okay. As long as it's in there because |I'm
|l ooking for a broad-brush approach conpared to
specific TAP process reviews like we were doing with
t he feed.

MR SIDEMAN. And that'll work within the
comm ttee.

MR MATHEWG: I know we want to charge
ahead but we need to backtrack just one item real
qui ck. Under the things that the Crops Commttee is
doing, we really need this board to | ook at the issue
of strawberries and other things that really are
perennials that sone people are using as annuals.
It's causing sone problens, especially with those who
want to use transpl ants.

MR S| DENVAN: I"ve got conflict of

interest on that one, by the way.
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MR MATHEWS: It's a real problem out
there because a strict interpretation will put them
under the perennial rules and that really doesn't work
for them So I think that you can get with Mark. He
understands the issue. But you guys need to add that
to the task force and have to have an answer by Muy.

MR SI EMON: My other one was just about
livestock feed ingredients. | asked this before but I
got to ask it again. W need to put our drafts out in
the public world before we nmake a recommendation
because |I'm quite concerned when the next discussion
comes about delaying our neeting and in doing the 18
months for feed that We're going to delay the farners'
ability to know where they stand on all these issues
anot her period of tinme and there's no way we can vote
on those today and there's no way we can vote but in
physical neetings on such an issue as this. So
t herefore, whenever we neet next, 12 nonths, 18 nonths
from then is when farnmers wll know how these feed
additives and feed carriers and all these wonderful
subjects here, where they're at. Leaving a gap

bet ween 2002 Cctober and that tine period when they
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won't be able to use those substances is a real
alarmng thing for the livestock industry. W have to
have public conment before we can vote.

MR HARPER Pr ocessi ng. We're putting
t he guidelines out on the web for comment. W'l Kkeep
on working on that. That's the only thing --

MR  SI DENVAN: kay. We're ready for the
vot e on aquacul ture.

M5. GOLDBURG  Aquati c speci es.

MR SI DENMAN: Thank you. You correct nme
every tine. Aquatic Animal Task Force. Qur notion is
the NOSB accepts the report of the Aquatic Aninmal Task
Force and we recommend that no standards be devel oped
for wld-caught aquatic aninals. W have that. So
nunber two, we put those two itens together and it's
going to read the second one first: St andards be
devel oped for the production of farned aquatic animals
that reflect an innovative approach to organic
certification.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: It's just parroting
t he | anguage of the report.

VR SI DENVAN: Wiile remaining fully

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

238

consistent with the requirenents of OFPA and the
second sentence is what | had earlier. I f standards
are devel oped, we recommend that NOP and NOSB use the
Aguatic Animal Task Force report as guidance. Who
seconded?

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: | did.

MR. CARTER  Just in terns of disclosure,
| need to disclose that |'ve been working on a
consulting basis on an aquatic project, aquaculture
project, for the |last few nonths.

MR SI DEMAN: And they want to be
certified organic?

MR CARTER They have no intention of
being certified organic.

MR SI EMON: That's an asset, not a
conflict.

MR SI DEMAN.  Any ot her di scussion?
Can we vote?

MR. MATHEWS: " CQuidance" is the |ast word.
Take this out.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Al right. W're

ready to vote.
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MATHEWS: Al right. Dave?
CARTER  Approve.

MATHEWS:  Ki nf?

BURTON:  Appr ove.

BANDELE:  Approve.

MATHEWS:  Rosi e?

KOENI G Appr ove.

MATHEWS: Col die, | nean.
CAUGHLI N: Approve.

MATHEWS:  Becky?

GOLDBURG  Appr ove.

MATHEWS: Eric? | nean, Jim
RI DDLE:  Yes.

MATHEWS:  Eric?

SI DEMAN:  Yes.

MATHEWS:  Car ol yn?

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY:  Yes.

MR

2

2 3 3

MATHEWS: St eve?

HARPER:  Yes.

MATHEWS:  Mar k?

KING Yes.

MATHEWS:  Now Rosi e.
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KOENI G Yes.
MATHEWS: W1 ?
LOCKERETZ:  Yes.
MATHEWS:  CGeor ge?
SI EMON:  Yes.

MATHEWS: And Bill?

2 » » 3 3 % B

WELSH:.  Yes.

MR, MATHEWS: The score is fourteen to
zero to zero with one absent.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: s there any other
busi ness before the Board has election of officers?

MR SI EMON: D scussion of the next
nmeeti ng.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: El ections first.
Based on the nom nations | have received for chair, we
have prepared a ballot. W don't want to preclude
someone who mght want to nomnate fromthe floor. |
don't want to preclude the nenbers of the board is
there's anyone who wants to nom nate soneone fromthe
floor. | want to allow an opportunity to do that.

M5. KCEN G I want to nomnate Dave

Carter if he was i nterested.
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CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Is this a surprise
to you?

MR CARTER No, it's not a surprise
Yes, I'll go ahead.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: So we need to have
Dave Carter's nane added to the ballots.

MR. MATHEWS: We've got a line for a wite

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Al right. And |
also want to ask if at this tinme anyone wants to
nom nate anyone else for any other office, not
precl uding the opportunity to do it subsequently.

VR. LOCKERETZ: W haven't had any
nom nees for the other offices, have we?

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Yes. W have
nom nees for vice chair. |'ve had two.

MR. RI DDLE: Wiy don't we just do one
office at a tine.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: I just wanted to
provide that opportunity at any time to nomnate
sonmeone else. | want to provide that opportunity.

M5. KOENIG Carolyn, clarification on the
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nom nati on process. Am | under t he right
understanding? | know it's been done differently by
the board, but starting with this election that we
wi | I have annual elections to these positions.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: That's up to the
boar d.

MR. LOCKERETZ: That was decided | ast
nmeeti ng.

VR RI DDLE: That was actually a
recommendation of the Executive Commttee on a fall
cycl e.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Then are we ready to
vote for the position of chair?

MR, MATHEWS: There's already two nanes on
there. Dave's is a wite-in.

MR SIEMON:  Majority wins. |If there's a
tie, then we'll redo it.

(O f the record discussion.)

M5. CAUGHLI N: WIIl there be a farm plan
for the record?

(O f the record discussion.)

MR. MATHEWS: Hey, Katherine, you' ve never
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been to Florida, have you?

M5. BENHAM No, | haven't.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: | guess while W're
waiting | just wanted to say that | was teasing Eric
yesterday that we don't control what the board does
after we | eave. But | also have ny agenda for the
board. Everything | know about chairing the commttee
or not chairing the commttee |I |earned from Pat Leahy
and he always said that even if he sat in a neeting
and had a very strong agenda item of his own, that he
had to put that second for what the board wanted to
do. And that's what 1've tried to and | hope the next
chair of this commttee will do that. It's very, very
i nportant.

| think it's also very inportant for you
to keep together and keep working together, Kkeep
bridgi ng your differences because, as you know, a few
years ago that wasn't really what was happening wth
t he board. And there's also a lot of division and
tension wth the National O ganic Program [ think
we' ve cone past that period with flying colors, and |

really want to thank R ck today and his staff for al
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the hard work they've done on this neeting and also
for the high level of cooperation we've had. It's
been incredible. So we want to thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: | wanted to rem nd
the board and those of you in the audience that we
have a new admnistration in place, in case you
haven't noticed, but they thus far have been
i ncredi bly supportive and cordial and they' ve wel coned
us to visit themin their offices and to give them
feedback and they've told us that W're an inportant
part of USDA now. W owe that in large part to sone
of the folks who are no |onger here. M ke Dunn,
Kat hl een Marrigan, and Keith as head of this program

W also owe it to Dan dickman who was incredibly
upset and enbarrassed by the release of that first
rule and told ne personally that he was going to get
that right as the major thing he was going to do
before he left office, and | believe he did that. And
so we owe all those folks a ot of credit for getting
us to where we are now, and | just want to adnoni sh

you and exhort you not to let that spirit of
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cooperation and unity slip away from you because when
it's gone, it's very, very hard to get back.

(Appl ause.)

M5. BENHAM  Burton, three, R ddle, five,
Carter, six.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: It's all t hat
canmpai gn noney you spent. I'"m |l ooking for ny Toyota
any day now. ay. Then we need to vote again.

MR. LOCKERETZ: It's not a majority.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: VW need to vote
again. That's what I'msaying. Ch, | see what you're
sayi ng.

MR LOCKERETZ: W said there would be a
majority so that the third place candidate woul d drop
of f.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: That's what | said.

(O f the record discussion.)

MR MATHEWE: Carolyn did that great job
of the layman speech and | think she's right. W have
come a long way in the system In the three and a
half years that |'ve been here, there's been a big

difference fromthat first proposed rule and I have to
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say that none of this would really be possible where
we are today if it wasn't for all the hard work of al
the board nenbers. Yes, staff worked hard but we've
really taken our direction from the board and we've
all worked hard toget her

W' ve got sone tokens of appreciation to
those board nenbers who are due to go off and the
first one is Bill.

MR SIEMON. Get the canera out.

(Appl ause)

VR MATHEWS: The pl aque r eads,
"Certificate of appreciation presented to WIlliam P.
Welsh for his dedicated service as a nenber of the
USDA' s National Oganic Standards Board from 1997 to
2001." Nowto Bill and all of you, this does not nean
that your duty is done. It just nmeans that if we
appoi nt sonebody before the next board neeting, you
really don't have to cone back

(Appl ause)

MR NMATHEWS: The next one is for FEric.
You get alnost the exact sanme reading only they did

put your name on it.
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(Appl ause)

MR SI DEMAN: | want to say that it's
really been a great experience for ne.

MR MATHEWS: The next one is for Steven
Harper. Thank you for all your hard worKk.

(Appl ause)

MR HARPER | just want to say that it's
been a really, not only a great incredible experience,

it's been an interesting experience trying to bridge

all the differences and work wth people in the
various organizations. | really do plan on staying
i nvol ved.

MR, MATHEWS: Carolyn, this is your plaque
and thank you very much for all your hard work and we
really appreciate it and even when you yelled at ne.

(Appl ause)

MR MATHEWS: But | think the inportant
thing is that | think we all worked pretty well
together. | know that | get to be alittle testy once
in a while, but I think that's only -- just a little.

But | think that's because, |ike you, even though I

didn't conme froman organi c background, | and everyone

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

248

on the staff are very dedicated to nmaking this program
wor K. Mark and | butt heads on alnost a daily basis
over this stuff, but the bottomline is we all want to
do what is really inportant to the organic industry
and we want to work well with the board and we really
appreciate all of your involvenent. | have to say |
have only been here like three and a half years but
it's been a great experience with all of you and
especially with those of you who are now going to be
| eaving. You'll be m ssed.

(OFf the record briefly at 3:11 p.m)

(Appl ause for M. Carter.)

MR SIDEMAN: | would like to nom nate Jim

Riddl e for vice chair.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: | second it. Do you
want it?

MR. RI DDLE: It would be a relief after
bei ng secretary. Yes, | would accept.

MR. LOCKERETZ: | nominate Kim Burton for

vice chair.
MR SIEMON. Are we tearing up nore paper?

(O f the record discussion.)
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MR, SI EMON: The new NOSB, is there one
for each seat?

VR. MATHEWE: There's five seats
avai | abl e. Five different positions. There's
nom nees for all the positions.

MR. SIEMON: I n which categories is what |
need to under st and.

VR. MATHEWS: Pr oducer, handl er,

environnmental i st, scientist, consuner public rep. Gne

of each.

MR RI DDLE: And Rick, maybe you should
explain what you explained to nme, that those -- or |
will -- that those categories that are listed there,

George, in that table, those were the ones that they -
- yes, signed by NOP.

MR SI EMON: But consuner/ public interest
IS one. That's what confused ne. Wth the slash,
that woul d have been six categories. kay. Fi ne.
One for each.

M5. BENHAM R ddl e nine, Burton five.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Do I hear nom nees

for secretary?
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M5. GOLDBURG Can | nomnate Kim Burton,
if she'll accept.

M5. BURTON: I am going to decline on
that. Just the work, not anything --

MB. CAUGHLIN. Wllie.

MR, LOCKERETZ: | couldn't do it. Maybe
we can invite sel f-nom nees.

M5. CAUGHLIN: Certainly not currently the
way it has been working. |1'd have to know nore about
real |y what your involvenent is as far as --

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Let ne suggest this.

W don't have essentially any kind of -- an executive
commttee and then recommend sone nom nees for those
who are interested. | don't want to sit here and
debate this. W don't have tine.

M5.  CAUGHLI N: Because currently our
Materials Commttee and as Vice Chair working with Kim
wth the Materials Commttee, | anticipate that that
in and of itself -- W're going to be dividing that up
a great deal

MR S| DENVAN: Carolyn, | think your idea

is a good idea.
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MR. RIDDLE: | can review the m nutes from
this neeting. | see that | was secretary during this
nmeeting, so yes, that would be part of the follow up.

It's the upcomng executive neetings that I
essentially would be filling two seats.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER W operated wthout a
secretary for quite a while before you canme on the
boar d.

MR RI DDLE: That's not a precedent to
f ol | ow.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER The advantage is that we
can nove -- but it's not a bad position for a new
board nmenber. It's an excellent way for a new person
to -- and you may find sonebody that's really --

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: My recommendati on
for the board is for this to be a topic for the next
executive neeting. | don't want to push sonebody into
taking it who doesn't want it and I don't want to rush
t he deci sion maki ng on that.

MR SIEMON:. Al right. Schedul e.

MR SIDEMAN. | would like a clarification

on commttee chairs. | just got a plaque, does that
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nean - -

MR LOCKERETZ: It nmeans you' ve just
gotten access to pasture.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: | think we need to
let the new chair, who seens as surprised as | am
figure out what he wants to do with this.

MR. CARTER  The new chair is still trying
to figure out where the bathroons are.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Let's discuss the
timng and | ocation of the next neeting because W're
short of tinme. Rick had indicated that there is an
overload of work in Prograns trying to neet all the
deadlines and get ready essentially for April, |
think. right? And sone things in between and all the
rul e maki ng.

So he asked us to delay our neeting that
we had tentatively scheduled for February which |
believe we should definitely do and |I've talked to a
nunber of you who wanted to accombdate NOP on this.
W did not, however, cone to an agreenent and it was
not for any reason other than timng and |ogistics as

to when that neeting is going to be and where. So |
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want to defer to the folks who are going to be here
chairing that neeting and working on that neeting to
hel p deci de what you want to do. Wuld you like to
commrent first?

MR MATHEWS: I just don't want to do it
before May 5th. It's an absolute inpossibility.

MR. CARTER Before May 5 is inpossible?

MR, SIDEMAN.  Way not May 4t h?

VR. MATHEWE: W're hoping to have
accreditations out by the 21st of April. | nmean even
later is better for us because there's a lot of work
that staff does getting ready for this neeting. | t
takes over half of our staff tinme just to prepare for
a neeting so the closer we get to it, the |less work we
do on everything else. Wth trying to announce
accreditations on the 21st of April, W're just not
going to be able to devote the resources to what the
board is going to need from us. And the sane thing
goes wth getting accreditations and all these
rul emaki ngs done. W just can't be involved in board
activities during that time period.

MR,  SI EMON: But you're asking us to
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choose between accommodati ng you or | eaving the whole
producer group w thout nmaterials another few nonths.

MR MATHEWS: No, I'mnot and 1'Il tel
you ny logic for that. To be real blunt, | think that
you guys tend to be rather inefficient at tines.

MR SIEMON. R ght.

MR MATHEWS: And that a |ot of the things
that are on your plate now, what will happen is that
if you schedule a neeting before May, you're going to
come back at that nmeeting. You're going to say, well,
we' ve got our first draft. Now we've got to schedul e
anot her neeting so that we can finalize this thing.

My recomendation would be that you do a
tineline for all of these activities. There's
absolutely no reason why the commttees can't set a
time that let's say the 1st of February or whatever
you want to have your project conpletely drafted. You
send it in to us. W put it up on the website. W
seek the 45-day coment period that OTA is asking for

You guys then get your comments in two to four weeks
before the board neeting. You get vyour revised

document out to the board nenbers. You communi cate
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Wi th each other. You cone into the neeting. You know
how you want that thing crafted. You vote on it.
It's over with. Sanme wth materials.

MR SI EMON: That doesn't answer ny
guestion though.

MR MATHEWS: Yes, it does.

MR SI EMON: The approvals still didn't
happen until My instead of February which is still
three nonths --

MR. MATHEWS: It's not going to happen in
February anyway.

MR SIEMON. It's still three nonths that
producers are going to suffer wthout these materials
because it's going to take a year to 18 nonths to get
t here.

MR NMATHEWS: You're not going to have
themin February. You're just not going to have them

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Let Kimspeak to the
Mat eri al s.

MR SI EMON: I"m tal king about the feed
additive specifically that's going out for public

comment right now
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M5. BURTON: As far as having materials up
until Cctober 21, | nean you have until COctober 21 to
becone conpliant wth the |aw. So we still have one
neeting to go. The Material Commttee is going to
make sone recommendations on possibly -- and | don't
know if this is possible -- but if we approve a
material for the national list, that that be sonehow
considered as at |east forwarded for approval for the
national |ist and maybe NOP can grant the variance or
something. | don't know.

You did allude to the fact earlier that
materials -- and I don't know what you were getting at
-- but that there mght be sone different policies for
the list.

MR,  NMATHEWS: W would like to see
flexibility that would not take a material out before
Cct ober of 2002.

M5. BURTON The Materials Conmttee is

going to make a reconmendation that if the material is

approved for the national list by this board that it
be consi dered approved for use in organics up until it
actually gets on the national I|ist.
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MR SI EMON: So therefore not having the
12 nmonth to 18 nonth delay that we were told about
Monday.

MR MATHEWS: That is to get a fina
definitive answer.

MR SI EMON: That's right. You just put
it in place tonorrow if you choose to. That's what
you' re sayi ng.

MR MATHEWS: Vel l, no. What |'m saying
is that we can sit down with the attorneys and talk
about if the board has recommended approval of the
substance, is it okay for us to allow it to be
continued to be used beyond the deadline?

MR SIEMON: That's satisfactory to ne.

MR MATHEWS: And if they cone back and
say yes, then we'll go ahead and tell the certifiers
until we get a definitive answer on this. Now, the
definitive answer mght be that it has to be stopped
being used. | don't know. | have to present this to
t he attorneys. The Materials Conmttee was going to
provide us wth sonething on what they would like to

see us do. It's an enforcenent issue that is really a
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creative inplenentation.

M5. BURTON: And | see us continuing to
work on materials. The TAP reviews are going to
continue to cone forward to us, even prior to that
next neeting date.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: | don't speak to
May, but | think another reason to delay the neeting
somewhat is to give Dave and the group sone tine to
get together and get the process on the nove. |'m not
sure how ready you're going to feel in February.

MR RI DDLE: Plus, there's a good chance
there'll be five new board nenbers, too.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: That's what | nean.

MR  HARPER If we have it in February,
there's actually a chance that the new board nenbers
won't even be --

MR. MATHEWS: That's correct.

MR. R DDLE: kay. There's been a
suggestion to hold the neeting in Austin in
conjunction with the OTA show and the NASOP neeti ng.
What does Rick think about the staff and all servicing

t hat ?

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

259

MR MATHEWS: Well, if you guys want to go
there and give ne out to May 5 |I'm wlling to
negoti at e. For us, it always works best for us to

have it here. That's the bottomline. But it's up to
you.

M5. CAUGHLIN: It would seem to nake nore
sense to have it, however, in the days imediately
preceding the organic show rather than the other way
around gi ven the drain of energy.

MR SI EMON: May 10, 11, 12 and the 12th
is Mother's Day.

M5,  CAUGHLI N: | medi ately prior, not
after. This has been exhausting for a | ot of us.

MR. MATHEWS: Wen is Mther's Day?

MR. SIEMON:  The 12th. | personally think
if We're going to be conscious of the NOP s work | oad,
we woul d neet here.

MR KING A lot of us will be attending
that show so if we can't have it in conjunction with
that show, then we at | east have a few days in between
so that we can go hone and then cone to D.C | nean

I"'m indifferent to Wiat we do, but just so we have
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t hat wi ndow of tine.

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Wiat do you want to
do?

MR KING If it's not in conjunction with
OTA, that we have a few days w ndow before comng to
D.C. because a lot of us will be at that neeting.

MR SIEMON. I'mwlling to do it there.
| just think with NOP it mght be better to do it here
for them

CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: | think it would be
great to do it in Austin.

MR SIEMON:.  The 6th, 7th and 8th, Monday,
Tuesday, Wdnesday?

MR RI DDLE: -- taking notions. | nove
that it be held preceding the OTA show.

MR MATHEWS: We've got two sets of dates
now. W've got 6, 7, 8 or 7, 8 and 9.

MR SIEMON. | think 7, 8, 9 is better.

M5. KCENNG M/ concern on sone of it, |I'd
like to narrow it down to at |east as many days as we
have to because of the switch in schedule. So | nean

if we can do it in tw days, fine. | know we have a
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ot of -- during this which are informative.

(O f the record discussion.)

MR CARTER I think the next neeting
particularly given the fact that W're going to have
one-third new board nenbers, we need to have sonethi ng
ahead of tine like we tried to do in California just
to get to know the new board nenbers and do sone
pl anning and sone things |ike that before we go into
of ficial neetings.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: A retreat and
pl anni ng sessi on.

MR CARTER  Yes.

MR SIEMON: W need to know What OTA is
doing on Thursday to really nake this determnation
whet her we want to neet on that day. Whet her there
are sone neetings W're going to go to anyway on
Thursday. | just don't know.

CHAlI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Let ne suggest this.

| hate it when people start rushing out the door and
trying to do things. You just always screw up, or |
do.

| woul d suggest that you plan your neeting

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

262

either before or after that neeting, that everybody
get their feedback in on What their concerns are about
the dates and the nunber of days and all those things
and then you can discuss that on your next executive
phone call and work this out because | don't think
it's a good idea to work it out here. Everybody' s
tired and distracted and ready to | eave.

MR CARTER One nore tinme, What are the

dates of the OTA?

MR SIEMON. | have witten down the 9th,
10th, 11th and 12th. | believe it's just the 10th
11th and 12th. | don't know that there's anything

goi ng on Thur sday.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: The conference part of
it will be Thursday and half of Friday. The trade
show is half of Friday and Saturday. The certifier's
counci| and NASOP are thinking about having individual
nmeetings and then a joint neeting on that Wadnesday
precedi ng that.

MR SI EMON: So that would push us to
Monday.

M5. CAUGHLIN: Retreat on Sunday?
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CHAI RPERSON BRI CKEY: Wth the retreat on

right. No nore mlling and flow ng.

this neeting is adjourned.

(The neeting was adjourned at 3:31 p.m)
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