From Tom A Royer/ento/ dasnr/ Ckstate [rtom@kst ate. edu]
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2002 4:19 PM

To: NOP, Webmaster

Subj ect: Spinosad petition

| amwiting to support the petition submtted by Dow Agrosci ences for the

organic certification of Spinosad. | believe that this insecticide has
some very conpelling characteristics that make it a very suitable product
for organic certification. | fully understand that there is concern that

the inert ingredients in the current forrmulations will not allow this
product to be certified, but | really believe that by certifying the active
i ngredi ent, Dow Agrosciences will receive additional notivation to produce
a formul ation that can neet such standards, and the product w |l becone
avail abl e to organi c growers rmuch sooner than would happen if this petition
was denied. | wish to give you several reasons that | think nmake very
conpel ling argunents to support this product.

1. It is effective. | have | ooked at this product for control of fal
armyworm and it is effective, and would actually provide a powerfu
corrective tool for organic growers to use when necessary. | have not
known many naturally derived products that have this capability. That
fact, in and of itself provides a powerful argument to certify this
product .

2. It has a unique node of action. This will help make it useful for
resi stance management prograns in conjunction with

Baci | l us thuringiensis use. There are a nunber of insect pests of
vegetabl es that are resistant to Bt, and anything that can be done to
extend the useful life of Bt for organic growers is inportant.
3. It has a wi der spectrum of pest activity conmpared to Bt. This again

makes it a useful tool for use.

4. It has an attractive set of characteristics regardi ng Environmental and
human heal t h hazards.

In conclusion, | believe that this product has a unique, and very
attractive set of attributes that make it an ideal candidate for
certification. | support the petition

Si ncerely,

Tom A. Royer

Ext ensi on Ent onol ogi st

Depart ment of Entonol ogy and Pl ant Pat hol ogy
127 Nobl e Research Center

Okl ahoma State University

Stillwater, OK 74078-3033

Phone: (405)-744-5531 Fax: (405) 744-6039

email: rtom@kst ate. edu



