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National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham

Room 4008-South Building

1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

National Organic Standards Board,

I am writing to express my support for outdoor access in organic poultry production. As a
consumer of organic products, I fully expect that all poultry are allowed access to fresh air,
sunlight and green forage, weather permitting. Just as ruminant animals like cattle should be
allowed access to pasture, poultry need to exhibit their natural behavior and forage and scratch
outdoors. Here are some good reasons to make outdoor access mandatory:

e Allows the birds to exhibit natural behaviors.

¢ Reduces cannibalism and feather picking.

* Consumption of fresh grass can increase CLA (Conjugated Linoleic Acid) and
Omega-3 levels in both eggs and meat.

 Eating fresh grass can increase Vitamin A/Beta Carotene levels in eggs.

o Sets the humane treatment standard that consumers expect.

Eliminating outdoor access for organic poultry, or weakening the standard to the point it is
meaningless, seems to be largely an effort by the conventional industry to enter organic
production without changing their management style. Raising poultry without outdoor access
may be easier, but it is not in the best interest of either the birds or the consumer who buys

organic poultry products.

Organic farmers have been successfully raising poultry with outdoor access for many years.
Please consider the success and experience of these established organic farmers. At a time when
acceptance and respect are necessary, the removal of a long-established standard of organic
production would be a great blow to the credibility of the new USDA National Organic

Standards.

Please keep the outdoor access standard for poultry in the National Organic Standards.

Respectfully submitted,
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April 15, 2002

§ ap
National Organic Standards Board .
c/o Katherine Benham S
Room 4008-South Building RS

1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.

It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.

Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an Al outbreak in their ten

year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully,
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National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham

Room 4008-South Building

1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.

It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.

Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an Al outbreak in their ten

year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry

Respectfully,

(F LS Sdf Sf HH- PR
ULt SN [ 775




April 15, 2002 ; o @
. ) i My
National Organic Standards Board ¢ Gy /
c¢/o Katherine Benham T ff
Room 4008-South Building TSR £

1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the Nanonal Orgamc St‘andards Board and members of the Natlon&T Orgamc Prog;mm,
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National Organic Standards Board
c/o Katherine Benham

Room 4008-South Building

1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001
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National Organic Standards Board y
c/o Katherine Benham
Room 4008-South Building
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001

To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,
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1400 Independence Ave., SW
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1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington DC 20250-0001
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To the National Organic Standards Board and members of the National Organic Program,

Please allow me this opportunity to comment on the Access to Outdoors for Poultry issue.

It is a fundamental mandate of the OFPA and CFR 205 that livestock living conditions include
access to the outdoors. To not require such practice with poultry undermines the very foundation and
spirit of organic food production. Consumers expect organic poultry to be raised with access to the
outdoors There will be a credibility backlash if this dual standard is allowed.

Organic poultry can and must be managed with outdoor access. Avian Influenza fears are
unsubstantiated. The Organic Valley Cooperative has never experienced an Al outbreak in their ten

year history.

For the sake of organic integrity and for the good of the organic industry use a strict interpretation
when applying Outdoor Access to Poultry
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