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6.4. Sources of Livestock.

6.4.1. Origin of livestock. 74

Livestock, including slaughter stock, on a certified organic farm, and the 75
products of such livestock, that are to be sold, labeled or represented as 76
organically produced, shall have been under organic management from birth 77
or hatching, or, in the case of mammals, shall be the offspring of breeder 78
stock, which have been under organic management since at least the last 79
third of gestation, except that: 80

6.4.1.1. Breeder stock. Livestock may be designated as breeder stock for 81
offspring that are to be raised as organic slaughter stock, provided that 82
female breeder stock are managed in accordance with organic standards 83
during at least the last third of gestation in order for their offspring to 84
qualify as organic slaughter stock. 85

6.4.1.2. Dairy livestock. Livestock may be designated as organic dairy 86
livestock for the production of organic milk or milk products, provided 87
that, for replacement animals, cows must be managed in accordance 88
with organic standards for at least 12 months prior to the production of 89
the milk or milk products that are to be sold, labeled or represented as 90
organic. Other dairy species from conventional sources must be 91
managed organically 12 months prior to production or from birth if less 92
than 12 months to production. 93

6.4.1.2.A) Replacement dairy animals from conventional sources shall 94
not exceed 10% of the milking herd on an annual basis. 95

Exceptions, with specific time limits, may be granted by the 96
certification agent for unforeseen severe natural or man-made 97
disasters or when organic replacement animals are not 98

commercially available in a region. 99

6.4.1.2.B) One time new herd conversion. When an entire, distinct 100

dairy herd is converted to organic production, the certification 101

agent may grant the following exemption: 102

6.4.1.2.B)1) During the first 9 months (270 days) of the 12 month 103
conversion period, up to 20% of the daily ration, (as measured 104

on an “as is” basis), may consist of non-organic feed, with the 105

remaining 80% of the ration composed of certified organic 106

feed or feed produced on-farm that is eligible for certification 107



prior to the final 90-day period. 108

6.4.1.2.B) 2) Animals must be fed 100% certified organic feed for at 109
least the final 3 months (90 days) prior to the production of 110

milk or milk products to be sold, labeled, or represented as 111

organic. 112

6.4.1.2.C) Effective January 1, 2003, once a dairy operation has been 113
converted to organic production, all dairy animals shall be under 114
organic management from the last third of gestation, except that: 115
6.4.1.2.C) 1) Transitional feed raised on the farm may be fed to 116

young stock up to twelve months prior to milk production. 117

6.4.1.2.D) In order for dairy stock to be sold as organic slaughter stock, 118
all organic slaughter stock standards shall apply. 119

6.7.5.2. If a prohibited material is used on an animal, that animal cannot be
used thereafter for organic production or be sold, labeled or represented 352
as organic. The following livestock health care substances and methods 353
are prohibited: 354

6.7.5.2.A) The use of antibiotics in slaughter stock, dairy stock, or other 355
stock producing edible or non-edible products; 356

6.7.5.2.A) 1) Except for dairy stock more than one year prior to 357
lactation, the use of which shall be prohibited effective 358

January 1, 2003; 359

6.7.5.3. The action of a producer to withhold treatment to maintain the 374
organic status of an animal, which results in the otherwise avoidable 375
suffering or death of an animal are grounds for decertification. 376

National Organic Program Final Rule (7 CFR Part 205)

Section 205.236(a)(2) allows milk or milk products to be sold or otherwise represented as
organic as long as the animal has been under organic management for at least one full
year prior to the production of milk.

However, in §205.236(a)(2)(iii) pertaining to the time after an entire operation/herd has
transitioned to organic via the “herd conversion clause/exemption,” the statement “all
dairy animals shall be under organic management from the last third of gestation”
conflicts with the previous resolution.

Prior to the implementation of the National Organic Program Final Rule, numerous
American and foreign organic certification agencies applied their own set of standards.
The standards for origin of livestock among the individual certification agencies were
significantly similar. Since Section 205.236, Origin of Livestock, has caused confusion
regarding the source and treatment of dairy animals, a review of previously enforced
industry standards may be helpful, especially in gauging the impact on the organic dairy
industry as the NOSB and NOP seek interpretations for this.



NOP
AOS

CCOF (2000)

FOG (2000)

MOFGA
(2001)

Dairy Stock
9

6.4.1.2 12 months prior, replacements 10% yearly
from conventional source with 12 month transition,
exceptions granted by certifiers if necessary, 4 year
sunset to get to raising on farm replacements from
last 3", 4 year sunset to eliminate antibiotic use in
young stock (6.7.2A.1)

Organic Feed, 12 mo. Prior; Medication &
Parasiticides - 30 days or twice FDA withdrawal

Should be farm raised or purchased from organically
certified dairy stock. Dairy stock purchased from
non-certified sources is restricted.

Slaughter Stock
Last Third of Gestation
From birth

Organic Feed - From Birth;
Medication & Parasiticides -
90 days or twice FDA
withdrawal

Slaughter stock must be raised
organically or purchased from
a verifiable organic source.

Must have met MOFGA organic standards for at least Slaughter stock may be

3 months prior to certification of milk or milk
products. (This applies to transition herds and
replacement animals. Beginning in 2002 replacement
animals to organic herds may have to meet organic
standards for 12 months. Conventional herds will
still be able to transition to organic in 3 months.)

purchased from whatever
source, provided that the
animal has been maintained
since from birth according to
MOFGA standards and its
mother has not received any
drugs, pesticides, or antibiotics
during the last third of
gestation, or last 50 days of
gestation for milking cows.



Dairy Stock Slaughter Stock

NOFA-NJ a. Approved - Farm raised or purchased organically a. Approved - Farm raised or
certified dairy stock b. Regulated -  purchased organically certified
Dairy stock purchased from non-certified sources,  dairy stock b.
however production cannot be considered organic Regulated - purchased stock,
until animal has been under organic management for from breeder stock managed
12 months. A one-time initial herd transition is organically from at least the
allowed; the transitioned animals must be under last third of gestation.
organic management for 90 days before milk and
other products can be marketed as organic.

QAI Dairy Source: Slaughter stock (except for
Organic milk shall be produced from dairy cows that day-old poultry) is to be born
have been maintained organically for a minimum of and raised on an organic farm
at least one year prior to organic milk production, from organic breeding stock.
with the exceptions of:

Slaughter stock that is born
- New herds may be fed certified organic feed at a from breeder stock that is

minimum of 65% of their total daily ration for a under organic production
minimum of 9 months, followed by a minimum of 90 methods from the last third of
days at 100% organic feed before organic milk gestation or longer shall be
production; considered organic.

‘Replacement milking cows may be purchased from
non-organic sources providing such milk contributes
no more that 5% of the total daily herd's organic milk
production. Such replacement animals must be fed
100% organic feed for 60 days prior to organic milk
production;

- Producers must be able to document that organically
raised stock of acceptable quality and genetic
potential is not commercially available.

PCO AOS AOS
OCPP/Procert At least six months reared according to organic 12 months reared according to
(2000)* standards; however, during a transitional period of  organic standards in the case
three years expiring on August 24, 2003, the period of equidae and bovines
shall be three months. (including bubalus and bison

species) for meat production,
and in any case at least three
quarters of a lifetime.



ECC 2092/91
(Current)*

At least six months reared according to organic
standards; however, during a transitional period of
three years expiring on August 24, 2003, the period

shall be three months.

12 months reared according to
organic standards in the case
of equidae and bovines

(including bubalus and bison
species) for meat production,
and in any case at least three

quarters of a lifetime.

*Canadian and European standards included for International comparison.

IFOAM CODEX 2001 | CANADA COABC USDA NOP | Soil
June 1999 1997 2000 Association
UK
1998
Conversion: Not less 90 days during | In 12 months 12 months 12 weeks
Dairy herds than 30 the accordance | incorporatin | incorporatin
days. implementatio | with the gall gall
n period standards for | required required
established by | at least 12 practices. practices.
the months. Replacement | New herd
Competent s 90 day conversion,
authority, after | 12 months transition if | 80% organic
that, six organic feed, | certified feed for first
months 90 days livestock not | 10 months
health and available but
living must be
conditions heifers or
120 day dry
treated cows
Health Care Natural Use of Vaccination | Vaccinations | Vaccinations | Use of
medicines | veterinary and use of allowed as allowed. veterinary
and drugs veterinary appropriate | Administrati | medical
methods prohibited in drugs to each ons of products
emphasize | absence of an allowed only | bioregion. medications | where no
d. Use of | illness. If no when Withhold of | in absence known
conventio | alternative disease necessary of illness problem exists
nal permitted cannot be medical prohibited. prohibited.
veterinary | treatment or combated by | treatment Withholding | Medications
medicines | management, other means. | that would treatment to | must never be
allowed vaccinations Withholding | disqualify maintain withheld
when no and of necessary | organic organic where it will
other therapeutic treatments to | status is status result in
alternative | uses permitted. | maintain prohibited. causing unnecessary
s are Should not organic suffering or | suffering.
available withhold status is not death shall Vaccines
necessary permitted. be grounds restricted to
treatment to for known disease
maintain decertificati | risk that
organic status on. cannot be
controlled by

other means.




Use of When Withdrawal If veterinary | Not Not Permitted in
Antibiotics conventio | periods double | drugs used, permitted permitted clinical cases
nal that required withdrawal for slaughter where no other
veterinary | by legislation. | period at animals. remedy is
medicines | After 2005 least double | Allowed for effective.
are used antibiotics not breeding Withdrawal at
the allowed animals but least three
withholdin not in a sub- times that
g period therapeutic permitted on
shall be at manner. If product
least used on license and not
double animals in less than 14
3" trimester days.
or during
lactating
will
disqualify
offspring for
slaughter.
Milk to be
withheld for
30 days or
twice
withdrawal
period if
longer.
Use of When Withdrawal If veterinary | Not Not Permitted
Parasiticides conventio | periods double | drugs used permitted permitted when used
nal that required withdrawal for slaughter | for slaughter | therapeutically
veterinary | by legislation at least animals. stock. OK when clinical
medicines double Allowed for | in breeder symptoms
are used breeding stock if appear.
the herd use but | sickness or Restricted use
withholdin use in 3 infection, on routine
g period trimester or | Progeny can | basis over a
shall be at during be sold as specific time
least lactation organic but period as part
double disqualifies | not if used of the disease
offspring as | during last reduction
organic for third of program.
slaughter gestation or | Ivermectin
purposes. during based products
lactation. prohibited.
90-day
withdrawal
for dairy
animals.

From the tables, one can easily ascertain that the organic industry traditionally applies
stricter standards for slaughter livestock than for production livestock.




If the NOSB interpretation of 206.236 is for all dairy animals born on the farm to be
organically managed from the last third of gestation, there will be virtually no difference
between slaughter and dairy requirements. Because this would be a shift from the
historical and regional industry standards, there should be a full 60 period of public
comment (per the NOSB Policy) and a long-term analysis of the potential financial
impact.

A final consideration on this matter is the impact it will have on International Trade. A
stricter interpretation will make it much more difficult to negotiate any organic livestock
standard equivalency agreement with the European Union, Japan (once their livestock
standards are in place) and other regions that have more lenient standards. Moreover, if
an equivalency agreement were established, U.S. organic livestock farmers would be at a
disadvantage compared to their foreign counterparts making the same market claims.

What is the intent of the NOSB recommendation? If we are looking for clarification, this
does not seem to do that. It merely points out two radically different ways of raising
livestock (12 months, or as if they were slaughter stock).

In the Preamble, P. 80569, (2) Organic Management for Livestock from the Last Third of
Gestation. The proposed rule required that organically managed breeder and dairy stock
sold, labeled, or represented as organic slaughter stock must be under continuous
organic management from birth. Many commenters stated that this requirement was an
inappropriate relaxation of most existing organic standards, which require organic
management for all slaughter stock from the last third of gestation. These commenters
cited the NOSB's 1994 recommendation that all slaughter stock must be the progeny of
breeder stock under organic management from the last third of gestation or longer.
Commenters also recommended extending the organic management provision to cover
the last third of gestation to make it consistent with the requirements in section
205.236(a)(4) for the organically raised offspring of breeder stock. We agree with the
argument presented by commenters and have changed the final rule to require that
breeder or dairy stock be organically raised from the last third of gestation to be sold as
organic slaughter stock.

Clearly the commentors and the author of the preamble were discussing a
recommendation surrounding slaughter stock, not production animals. OFPA
clearly demonstrated a difference between slaughter and productions stock, as does AOS
and independent certification standards.

Conclusion:

AOS clearly was shooting towards raising the bar to something consistent with the true
philosophy of organic. AOS also realized that dairy calf medications were an issue and
therefore had a 4-year implementation to allow for calf medications to be added to the list

and in order for producers to find a way to no longer rely on antibiotics for calves.

Is the AOS solution a viable one? What is the minimum implementation period?



