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As we all know the NOP simply perceives organic agriculture as a marketing tool
which seemingly is the root of all the problems the federal law faces. With that in mind,
let’s focus on fixing at least on main problem, outdoor access for poultry. We need to
strengthen and clarify this important segment of the rule. It is time for the NOP to quit
manipulating the intentions of the regulation to make it easier and less costly for
corporate poultry interests to acquire the USDA organic seal.

Before you are proposed clarifications to assist you in strengthening the regulatory
language and close the loopholes opened by the NOP’s “statements of interpretation”
announced after October 21, 2002. It is time to make outdoor access the major issue it is.
Outdoor access must be part of the organic farm plan and implementation of these plans
must be in place by the farmer prior to gaining organic certification. Any producers
applying for certification and not providing the opportunity for outdoor access must not
be granted certification or allowed to sell products as organic until access to the outdoors,
following all the proper regulations are in place. Any producer already certified, who is
not allowing the opportunity for outdoor access must be found in major noncompliance.

The issue of outdoor access has been attacked by corporate poultry interests. Claims of
increased risks of disease prevalence as compared to confinement production have not
been scientifically proven by research. In fact, the major outbreaks of Avian Influenza,
Salmonella, and other pathogenic diseases have been highly associated within
confinement production systems.

The issue of weather is also not a real threat to deny totally outdoor access for poultry. By
allowing the opportunity for birds to go outdoors — on the ground not on porches or other
artificial structures — is based on the bird’s ability to determine their own comfort levels.
Birds have been raised in this manner successfully from the Deep South to the far north.

If producers are so concerned about weather conditions to deny outdoor access, then
organic production is not an option. No one is forcing a producer to be organic.

Please take the recommendations before you seriously. This issue will not go away until
it is solved satisfactorily. The integrity of organic agriculture depends on how this issue
and others soon to follow are acted upon.
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1. Pasture is defined 2s an intentionally managed
vegetative system of plants such as grasses,
legumes, and/or native or wild plant species.
The pasture must follow a roration system that
allows for proper nutrient cycling of the waste and
manure with regard 1o nitrogen, phosphorus, and
other nuirient levels. There must be sufficient time
to allow regrowth of vegetation and sufficient time
1o allow for the break up of disease and parasite
cycles
¢. Carrying Capacity, The ourdoor space provided for
poultry must be adequate in design 10 accommodate the
carrying capacity of the land and 10 accommodate the
behavior of the poultry. Carrying capacity is a measure of
the number of birds on a given land area before damage
to land and vegetation becomes severe.
1 Carrying capacity of the land will be determined
by careful monitoring and record-keeping by the
farmer.
i Determination of carrying capacity will be made
based on individual farm siuarions. Soil Type and
characteristics, time of the year, weather, plant
species of the vegetation in place, rotarion plans
including the use of crops to follow poutiry using
the land, are some of the issues that must be
considered. Farmers can be assisted in through the
Narural Resource and Conservarion Service found
1n their county or stare.
nr  Soil rests to monitor nurrient loads are 1o be raken
yearly starting prior to putting poulry out of
doors. Soil samples need 1o be raken in the same
area each year. Special anention must be paid to
pitrogen and phosphorus levels 10 be sure that
excessive levels do not accumulate. To reduce
high levels of accumulated nutrients, crop planrs
may have 1o be grown in place of poultry on the
land. The crops would then be harvested in order
10 remove some of the nurrients off the land
(plants will use up a pormon of the nutrients for
. growth).

1v. The ourdoor space must be maintained under
vegetative cover. Bare areas around housing that
will inevitably occur must be covered in bedding
material such as straw etc. and 2 plan for
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regeneration and rotarion must be in place and
followed.
d. Density
1. Maximum allowed outdoor density of free range
birds will be in the appropriate range from up 1o
4400 birds per acre (1 bird per 10 sq. f£.) down 10
400 birds per acre ( 1 bird per 110 sq. ft.), or even
less, if s01l and environmenzal conditions are at
nisk. For instance, in a free range system that
doesn’t allow for rotation during the year, the
density could not exceed 400 birds per acre. This
is due 10 wear and tear on the pasture as well as
disease and parasite load considerations, as well
as mdividual nutnent load considerations. For a
pasture-based system where rotation is provided
on daily or every other day based on conditions of
the pasture, then 4400 birds per acre would be the
maxmum. This must be clearly spelled our in the
management plan and plainly seen in practice by
the cerufier upon inspection
1. Moveable Pens
1. Movesble pen production of pouliry, such
as pasture pouhry cages where the birds
are enclosed except for access 10 a
vegerative floor provides the necessary
access w outdoors as required Spacing for
poultry within a movable pen system must
be adequate as to not overcrowd or stress
the birds. The minimum square foorage of
space per bird must be 3 square feet for
full grown birds provided the pens are
moved 1o fresh vegetation at least once a
day. Space for growing birds may be
adjusted pro rara according to their
weight.

3. Ourdoor Access will be provided free-choice. This means thar
ourdoor areas will be set up for use by breeds of poulry thar can
take the rigors of an outdoor environment and depending on the
weather, the birds can go in or out of the outdoor areas.

2. Temporary Confinement. The producer of orgaaically
managed poultry may, when justified in the organic
system plan, provide temporary confinement because.of:
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Inclement weather;

Condirions under which the health, safety, or well

being of the pouliry could be jeopardized; or

iii. The stage of production, i.e. sufficient feathering
to prevent health problems caused by ourside
exposure;

iv. Risk 1o soil or water quality.

v. These conditions are only allowed as temporary
and must not exceed S days unless there 1s 2
natural disaster, state declared quarantine due 10
disease, or excessive weather conditions. In all
cases, wrillen exemptions must be given by the
certification agency and are 10 be filed in the
farmer’s records.

ST

. Compliance. The issue of omdoor access is a very significant

stanite.

a. Applicauon for certification. A farm plan detailing
ourdoor access must be in place prior to nspection.
Poultry must have access ar the time of inspection and
from then on forward. Organic certificarion will not be
issued unrit these prerequisites are in place.

b. Recernification of producers. Any producer already
certified found not be giving birds ourdoor access as
required by the organic regularions or is found selling
poultry products as organic certified withour providing
outdoor access will be cited for major noncompliance and
ceruificauon will be wirhdrawn uniil problem is
adequately adjusted. No products will be allowed 1o be
sold as organic during the time of noncompliance.





