Fabruary 20, 1998

Dokl #TRD-94-00-2

Edeen 5. Stommes DE-ELI]; Administrator
USDA AKMS TM NOP Room 4007-s0.
Ag Stap 0275 P, O Box 96456

Wash, A0090-B4A56

To the Secrelary:
| wold like 1o comment on the proposad USDA rule on the labealing of erganic products. |
am an organic home gardener and a consumer of organic loods. {comment fopic heading:
ganeral |. | sirongly urge tha USDA follow the National Organic Standards Board
recammendations, and withdraw the proposed rule. The word organic implies a process
which use procedures thal set a higher standard than tha norm in agribusiness. It means
that all aspects of the lood producing process have been carafully selecled lo use the
safest meihods of production. | urge the USDA to sustain the independence of Lhe
NOSBE's slatutory authorily.  (Comment toplc heading: General/ National list)
| pppose changes to theNalional List. | support the elimination of:
1-kied Bl, 2-piperony! Buloxide, 3-chymosin
(comment topic heading: General!Crops Handling/ National list): | support the NOSH's
rohibition on tha usa of genetic engineering al every stagte nwdmthn and processing
‘or heallh, ethical, and environmental reasons. | support the NOSB's definition of genetic
engineerning,
{commen Topic Heading: Crops! Handling/ National list): | support the MOSES
prohibiion of municipal sewer sludge on crganic labeled crops. _
{commert lopic Heading: Handling! Mational list): | support the NOSEB's prohibition on the
use of lonizing Radiation in the handling of arganic lood.
{Comment Topie Heading: Livestock): | support the NOSE's profibition and restriclions
o the usa of antiblotics in Livastock.
;{m?mem iopic heading Livesiock): | support the NOSB's recommendations on animal
B2,
{commenl lopic heading [Fees): | suppert the NOSB's Fée Recommendations conceming
the impact on small farms.
{Comment Topic Heading: Crops/Handling/Maticnal st). | support the MOSE's
prohibition of Inerd Ingredents,
{Comment Topke Heading: Labeling): | oppose the USDA's Eco-Labeling Prohibition. 1t s
aninfringement an the first ammendmeant.
Commenl Topic Heading: General): | oppose the USDA’s Definition of Residual
nivirenmental Contamination,
{Comment Topic Heading: Equimlerr;réz;]: | saak clarification on the procedures addressing
the Importation of lareign Organic P cls. _
{::n::nmrnerlﬁt topic Heading/ivestock): | support the NOSB's prohibdion on feeding animals
o animals.
Finally, | urge the Secretary 1o support the individual cilizen's right 1o be able to make
superor choices, based on co ter information.  Wilhout implamentation of the NOSB's
recommendations, the USDA’s proposed use of the word “organic” would be absolutely
meaninglass.

Sincernaly, F'ngw_
an rass



