March 19, 1998

Ellzen 5. Stommes

Deputy Adminlatrator
USDA-AMS-TM-NOP

Foom 4007 So., Ag Stop 0275
F. 0. Box 96456

Washington, DL 20090-6456

Dear Ms, Stommes:
Fe: Matlonal Llat, Docket Number; TMD-94-00-2

As a purchaser and consumer of organically grown foods, | am writing te SMpress iy utter
anaatisfaction and dismay over the content o wpraw,d rule on erganic food production and to
ask that it be withdrawn, revised, and resubmit in a form that fully reflects the advice and
expertise of the National Organic Standards Board,

hwm.lurymmmwmm;?mmm to gve us meaningful choice
about how cur focd s produced by prohiviting all of the fo owing progducts and practices for foods

labeled and/or sold &= “cartifisd organic”,

1. Genstically Engineered Organisms (GEQ's, Section 205.8), | urge you to take the advice of ths
Mational Orgaric Standards Board (NOSB) and not allow the use o GED's, in any manner, in arganks
farming, processing, ar handing

2. lonizing Radlation (Sestion 20317}, The use of ionizing radiation is letely incensistant with

orgaric farming and the procsssing and handling of orgarically grown foods, The uss of sanitary farm

ﬁmﬁulm practicss that are compatible with crganic farming should be used to decr=ane the
of food-borme diseases in cartified organic foods,

ﬁSﬂ'EsE{U (Bicsolids, Section 205.22). Please follow the advice of the Mational Oraanic
Standar ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂdprﬂhﬁﬁfﬁ:mﬁwfﬂrmkmmm i

By severely lowsring the standards for organic food production, the Propossd Ruls undermines the
mtegrity of the erganic label. Therefore, | again ask that the Proposad Rule be withdrawn, revised, and
resusmittad o el 8 geaires angd nhent of fhe tarme rsumers. and recdilsrs whose hard
work and hard-earned dollars are reaponsible for the tremendous growth and exceptional quality of the
organic industry in the United States. Tha people who care o desply about ssuse must be
heard, and their choices respected and honorsd. .

Sincerely yours,

Addrass;

cc: Fresldent Clinton and Vice President Gore, The Whits House



