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Room 2007 South, Ag Stop 0275

P.0. Box BE456

Wiashirglon, DC F0090-6458

Dear Madam:

Az @ family tarm that exists, in part, by produesing beef for the Amercan consumaer, we would like to express
aur dismay in the recantly proposed rules for the National rganic Program.  Thess proposed robss, formuolsted
ariginally under the Organic Foods Prodection Act of 1880, do & digssrvics to the orgarss Tood movament ag
woall ag unjugtly regulated numanpue nicha brandad Dawt [pre-grams.

Qur tamdly farm is one of approdmately 280 family farms in the country that sopply beet 1o the ban, natural
branded beet company. Laura's Lean Beef. Our family has g long Festocy of bael cattla production, Howevwer,
the comamodity beaf business hees begome increasingly challenging géven the higher cost of preduction, tighter
marging and wile variaton in resenus from year o year. Our options. were becoming limited. We saw a
critical naed 1o chango the way we did besiness and bacome production specific. markst arientes] and
sustaimable m owr overall approach 1o baal productian,

Companies such as Laura's Lean Beef have provided that apportusitly. By providing ow consumer & laan,
natural product they have ssked for, Laura’s Lean Baa! has baen (o achigve phancmanal growth in the past
dacade, Wae sea the parnerships formed between beet producers and Laura®s Lean Beef to be viable and ana
¢f the few opportunities in sustainable agrculture. This partrership creates a fair, rewarding beel production
system in which producars profit, Lavra's Lean Bael profits and our consumers receive 8 high-guality baeet
produst packad with vaiia 10 sarve Ther lamilias,

Dugr main concem in the proposed ruling is: Section 306 103, Uee of terms or statements thet dEnectly or
indirectly imply that a product is organically produced and hardied, Under this section, terminoliogy Is @0
guestion a8 implying bael i@ arganicelly prodiecad, This includes: Mo drugs or growth hormones ssed, raised
withaur antibsatics, ralsed without hormores, no growth stimulants administered, ecologically producsd,
sustaimably harvested and bumanshy raised. Undar the proposed ruling, any company makng claims such as
thase would be raguired 1o Tallow 100% arganic prodiction standards, Lawra's Lean Beef and other such
companiaa heve mate no claims that their product is organic and actually adhere to higher standards lor a kBan,
matwral product than the propodsd mew organic siandands waaiild chasta, Additionally, there i no doubt that we
wild not e able to produce beef cost effectivaly under the proposed organic standards due to the higher cost
of fead, animals and compliance,

It is aur bekal That thess regulations would stifle the fres market ard siop compandes swch as Laura's Lean
Bael trom delvering 1o oar consumar tha product they have reguested. W have never tried 1o mislesd the

consumer into thinking we produce organic product. We produce beef that is lean and raissd without
antiblotics or growth hormones. These claims are somimunicated clearly to ouf consumas, We feal it |s far

more appropriate for USOH to enforce label claims rether than tectate what can be produced and what can be
said on & proguct label, Thank you for your attention to our canoems.

Sincarely,

Warren Wa
Select Supplier ;
Laura's Lean Baal Campany



