Eileen Stommes, Deputy Admanisiralor
LISDHA - National Oryanic Slandids
LISDha, AMS, Room 4007 - §

AgSiop 0275 PO, Bow G654
Waskanpgion, DC 200RH-6456

Dear Mz Stommes

| fen wrilssg 10 £xpress ey dismay ot the proposed National Orgesic Standands. The proposed stasdards sre not consistent with the
exigiing standards sed pracsices in use todey by organse centifiors. Were these standands 1o hecome lew, the term “organse” woukd not mean
what consumers today expect it to mean. The proposad regalations lower the standands and allow for manmy practices which ar¢ isconsisient
with tnse organic farming.~~ Theese ase some of the biggest problems with the standands s they are proposed.
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There is not encegh scientific data docurmenting the long tenm impact GEOs will have on the environment of beman beslth. Use of GEOs is
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foad is to ke grown for human consaenplics. The use of shidpe has never been allowsd = organic food production and is unnzcesseny and
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) mhﬁﬁmhwuunﬂvmmdm_lh—ﬁnhmdm livestock feed, types of
Eiving condion gnd wse of antibiotics and cther animal drags sllowed in organic production. The organic industry expects the regulations 1o
imclude the use of aaly 100% organsc feod, and comsumens expect absolulely oo antibviotics in organse meat and dairy prodection

Loopholes wene cnested when the USDA eliminated the careflslly worded restrictions on the wes of malenals commson o the cument
organic standards, replacing them with the new terms mech a8 “active” and “non-active” symhetics and mgredients, Thewe is o histonic or
legal reason 1o ceabe now lorms. These loopholes wall allow synibetic matenals and mjgrodsis in orgesi: production that hove never boon
alloreed befiore.
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farmers, processors, and handlers 10 attsin cortification and therefore threatens the consumer by undemeining the quality asd quantity

of available organic product. In sdditsom, the proposed program changes all certifsers the same fees, which would virtmlly eliminats
inddependent corifiers, creats o shortage of certifiers in some peographic regions, ﬂsmﬁmmmh“
agro-oorporations over small, locally and fnily cwsed snd supporicd sgo-besinessos.

Becauss of the gross insdequaies of the proposad standards. | ask thet the Marional Organic Program (docket TMD-94-00-1) be
withdrawn 1 sk thai the USDWA write 2 new el of nules in consaMition with the Mationsl Orgenic Standards Boand, the Crganic Trade
Associabion, organic certifiers such as the OCLA, NOFA, and other inowlededgeable and expenenced expens. from the arganic foods mdastry

Sincereld

ce: President Clintom, Vice- President Gore, Repressntatives Bass and Sununu, Senators Gregg asd Smith



