Eileen 5. Stommes. Depurv Administrator

LSDA - AMS - TM - NOP, AG Swop 0273, Room 4007 - So.
P.O. Box 96436

Washington D.C. 20090-8435

Regarding: The USDA'S proposed rules on “Organic”,
Dear s, Stommes,

The concern of current organic farmers is that they have established a stellar reputation for
the term Organic in the Marketplace, They have remendous customer loyalty that they do
not want (0 3ee devalued. They have set extra high standards demonstratively higher thar the
proposed rules, which will put them at a competitive disadvantage. The law enables factory
farming and allows corporations to cesh in on the good name established for Organic. The
L'SDA estimares that the average vearly fee for cestifiers will be around $3,300, but their
cost3 could add rthousands more to the process. These costs will ultimarely drive small farm-
ars out of business.

There are some additional areas of concem. First is allowing technology that has histori-
cally been unaccepeable to producers and consumers. Technologies such as GMO's
(Genetically Meditied Organisms) and irradiation for which there is no support within our
indusiry.

Second, currently prohibited imputs or methods in organics that would be allowed are un-
acceptable. This concems toxic sludge and use of rendered animal pans in feed. This area
concemns allowing many chemical imputs that all certification agencies currently do not al-
low. A list of 20 o 30 methods and products is being complied that the USDA would allow
that have never been allowed in organics and still shouldn't be.

There i a concern also with the potential prohibition of stating on vour [abel that vour or-
ganic product has higher standards that those of the USDA. If in the worst case, the regula-
tions would allow GMO's and chemicals etc, some producers want to have a higher standard
and sav whar that iz on the [abel. This should be a first amendment right.

There are very fiew industries where customers are 50 romantically attached to their prod-
wCls 25 in the Natural Foods industry and particularly, the organic foods area, Today, thece i3
a perceived standard for esnified organic food and there is 2 high level of integrity. We want
the USDA to set even highee standards and enforceable uniformiry. We don’t want 1o lower
the current stzndards because corporate agribusiness would love to take the word “Organic™
because of its high value, We have a commitment to the family farm model.

Sincerelv.
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