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Recently & prominent agricultural biotechnology firm (Monsanto) publicly called on the USDA
to delay the decision regarding whether or not genetic engineering is permissible in “organic.” |
urge you to determine here and now that genetic engineering is pot gccepiable for “Organic™
agricultural production practices, und that it never will be.

The USDA requested public comment on Lhis very yuestion. From what | understand, you've
received significant public response, almost all of it opposed o the idea of classifying genetically
engineered organismy as “vrganic.” It would not be appropriate delay the decigion on the
inclusion of Genefic Enginesring or genetically engimeered organisms, particularly if this delay
could be construsd a5 & response (o & particular corporste interest.

Organic has & strong, clear radition of excluding genetically modified organiums. The NOSBs
recommendations called for the strict exclusion of Genstic Engineering and Genetically
Engineered Organisms (GEQ's). GEQ's have no place in organic agricuiture, and they never
will. Instead, they should be classififed as Prohibited Synthetics on the National List

Most imporizntly, the regulstioas will remain unscceptable until the NMationa]l Organic Standards
Board s given sole suthority 1o make such determinations. The OFPA of 19940 gave the NOSB
the authority to control such decisions regarding the National List.

Comment Topic Heading: General/National List. USDA Proposcd 205.20-208.28

The Mational Organic Standards Board should have permaneat and sole suthority to select s
own successors. This is essential 1o maintain the independence and integrity of the NOSB from
shifting political winds and to ensure that the NOSB remain comprised of the most
imowledgeable experts from the Organic Industry.
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