Eileen 5. Stommes

Ceputy Adminiscrator
TSDA=AHE=TH=-HOP

Room 4007 So., Ag Sctop 0275
PO Box SE456

Washingtoen DC Z0090-6456

EE: Docket number THD-54-00=3
Toplc: General/Crops/Livestock/Handling/Labeling/National List

Dear Ms. Stommes:

I am writing te request that the recommendaticns passed by the National Organie
Standards Board (NOSH) be respected by the USDA. excluding all uses of genatically
angineered organisms {GB0s) in crganlc production.

This includes changing the narrow Proposed Rule dafinition of “genetic engineering®
(General, sec. 205.2) te be in accordance with NOSE recommendations. IE alss in-
cludes a comprehensive ban on GEDs in seeds, seedlings, and planting stock [Crops,
sac, 205.8); livestock feed (Livestock., sec. 205.13); liwvestock health cars (Live-
stock., sec. 205.14); production (National List, sec. 205.2Z); processing (Handling,
aec, 205.17, Hational List, sec. 205.25); and pest management (Matisnal List. sec,
205.5%). I alsc oppose the USDA's ban on the use of stricter standards and “eco-
labeling® for these products that exceed USDA requirements {Labeling, sec. 205.101),

GEOs should be uniformly banned from organic production due to the irreversible harm
they may have on our envircnment, including the development of insect resistancse ta
both natural and symthetic pesticides; the transfer and spread of altered ganes dus
te pollination and cross-breeding: and the development of herblelde resistance by
weeds and wild relatives of crop plants. Furthermore, contaminating erganic with
GEOs would effeccively close off European and other export markets that currently
prohibit GEOs from organic; this would have a serious detrimental impact on the
American organic industry. Finally. as a consumer I have the right te purchases
products not produced with genetic engineering: erganie is esurrently the only option
I have in the US to avoid these manipulated products.

The Proposed Rule judges the inclusion of GEOs on a performance standard based an
end results, not on the actual process of genetic manipulation. Organic producticn
is, by nature, a process-based approach. This process supports agriculture that is
safe and sustainable, one that i incompatible with GEOs. '

Cuie £o the serious problems in the Proposed Rule regarding GEOs, and the shift from
a process-based approach ©o a performance standard, I reguest that tha current
Froposed Rule be withdrawn and rewritten to accurately reflsct NOSE recommendations,
as stipulated in the Organic Foods Production Ack.

Sincezaly,



